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Automotive Section, SEE Infantry School...Qrgn-Auto Sec 

ealloon units & area••••••• ••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Barracks, Sp Unita & 8)d FA •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Barracks, new construction••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••·•••••••••••••• 
Barracks, 29th Infantry, begun Feb 1925•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
BENNING, General Henry Lewis (camp na)lled for, flag raising ceremonies) 
Biglerville Mess ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bjornstad, Brig Gen Alfred, left Feb 16, 1925•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ponesteel , Chas . H., Maj Genr Comdt p. 232J leaves p. 234 
Bradley, Omar N., Brig Gen ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bridge, Betjeman••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ridges acrose Upatoi in 1923 & 1924•••••••• ••••• • ••••••••••••••••••• 

Pus service, Columbue/Ft Benning••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ee7 home, Commandant's quarters• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CaJ.. o"Ula tor • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Casista burned••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

page 

215, 237 
194 
145 
194-198 

208, 214, 232 
214 
214 

219 
233 
116 

93, 146 
153 
157 
123 

54 
96 

110 

201, 207 
159 
112 
98 
73 

ill 
6 

Caveta•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3, 51 6, 8 Cbapel, Post......................................................... 159 
Chattahoochee River, meaning of word••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 
Children's SChool •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••··~· 78, l43 
Civilian Conservation Corps: P• 153. Instructors sent on CCC dut7 P• 154 
CCC, number, etc••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 200 
Cocheu, Col FrankS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 110, 128 
Collins, General Edgar '··••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l28 
Columbus, Ga., early history••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14 
Columbus/Ft. Benning relations....................................... 105 
Combat team. reinforced.............................................. 190 
Command of Ft Benning, policy regarding••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 207 
~dant, authority ot•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 83 
~ommandants: Col. Eames first at Benning.............................. 62 
~mmandants quarters (Bussey home)•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 72 
~oweta. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • 3 
~ft, Gen, visits post••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 155, 162 
::Ueseta... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 

I 



I 

( -

Demonstration troops••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Demonstration troops (incl. 34 Tk Bn, Co D 7 Engrs, 32d Bo.lloon Co) • • • • 
DemOnstration Troops, SEE also Student Trainin( Regiment ••••••••••••••• 
Demonstration Troops, 3d & 4th Inf replace 176th & 300th Inf ••••••••••• 
Department of Experiment ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
deSoto, travels in Georgia••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Division reorganization (square to triangular) ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Draftees return to civil life Sep 1941••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Drill regulations•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Drill regulations, nev, effective 1 Sep 1939••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Eames, Capt, AC Ft Sill& page 36. l:irst Co.mdt Int Soh, P• 62 
Efficiency reports, student•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estes, Brig Gen Geo H., Commandant, TIS••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Farnsworth, Maj Gen Charles s, Comdt 22 Apr 1919•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Federal Road establi~hed 1811••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ford, George B, plan of Benning••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Foreign officers instructors at Ft Sill••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Foreign students, TIS, French Officers Course, Apr 1943••••••••••••••• 
Foreign students, TIS, Brazilian & FrenCh ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
FORT BENNIIlG1 

18 
93 

209 
234 
82 

2 
181 
208 

20, 22 
174 

108 
155, 170 

69 
12 

123 
41 

219 
234 

History of site.................................................... 1 
Former owners of land••••••••••••••••••••·••••••••••••••••••••••••• 13, 15 
Reasons for selection of site••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 46, 55, 56 
Acquisition of land,.fo~ new Camp Benning••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 59 
First x~ORSd~rrive at Benning, 6 Oot 1918............................ 54 
Benningrc!~led after Armistice 1918.................................. 62 
Personnel ordered to move.to new Benning June 17, 1919................ 70 
lORT Benning, new title, 8 Feb 1922••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 104 
Cost of Fort Benning•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 60, 65, 68 
Size Ft.Benning, May 1921 ••• p. 68. Enlargement, 1940 •••.••••••••••• p. 193 
Construction, earl7••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••59,49 
Construction plan in 1921 under new poliQ7••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 100 
Construction 1922, 19231 1925 ·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 104-106 
Construction officers quarters, reason for st7le architecture, .1922.. llO 
Construction 1923•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 112 
Construction 1924s Officers Qtrs, Warehouse, Shops, Target ranges, 

Barracks etc ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Construction 1925t Barracks, Hospital•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Construction 1930 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Construction 1931•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Construction, 3d period' 1933-1939••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Construction 1939' FA barracks #7, Bakers & cooks sch; detention 

barracks; fire station; warehouses; water tank••••••••••••••••••• 
Construction, 1940& paving, cantonments •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Construction, 1939-1940•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

'ort Mitchell . •••••••••••••••••••••.••.•.•..••••••••.•••••.•••.•••••.••• 
F.redendall, Maj Gen Lloyd R, post commander •••••••••••••••••••••••• 199, 
Fulton, Col. Walters, post commander ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2141 

~ua, Gen, Chief of Infantry, visit 1931••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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ll3 
123 
132 
142 
153 

179 
184 
198 
12 

2r:t7 
232 
w. 



( 

Gaines, Maj Gen ~d P••••••••••••••••••••••••,•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Gordon, Walter H., Commandant•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Gow~ Field •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
G"UD, 37-J1114 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Harmony Church Area, construction 1942••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Camp Hancock, Ga., MG School opened 17 June 1918 •••••••••••• , •••••••••••• 
Hobson, Col. \Ulliam H. , A8st Comdt, June 1940 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hodges, Brig Gen Courtney H, made Commandant••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hodges, Courtney H becomes Chief of Infantr.y••••••••••••••!•••••••••••••• 
Hodges, Maj Gen Campbell B, Comdg Gen 6th Div•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Horse show • • · •••• , •••.•••••••••••••.•••••• • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Hospital, work begun Sep 1923··•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hospital ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bunts and hunting •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Indiansc Muscogee tribe, p • .3; Creeks, p. 3",~:5J Iamassea1~p-.--7J Creeks, p. 
Infantry Board moved to Inf Sch Bldg 1940•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Infantry organization& 

Reorganization tests, etc••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Inf Div orgn, background for all instruction TIS•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Inf Regt orgn, tests, w/tables •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Inf Regt orgn, test, 1935••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Infantry School of Instruction, Jefferson Barracks, Mo, 1826 ••••••••••••• 
Infantry School of Arms, Ft Sill, Okla (Crgn, courses of instr) •••••••••• 
Inf Sch of Arms ordered by liD on 18 Sep 1918 to transfer to Columbus,Ga. •• 
Infantry School at CAMP Benning•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

First site Macon Road 3 mi, E of Columbus••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
WD Orders 25 Sep 1919 re Infantry School•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mission of Infantry School, 1918•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Infantry School, regulations for organization of: WD Sp Reg #14, 4/22/20. 
Mission of School of Infantryt GO #112, 25 Sap 1919 ••••••••••••••·•• 
Congress authorized retention of Camp Benning as pex~ent post,2/20/2C 

Infantry School foreign students, SEE ]'oreign students 
Infantry School Organization& 

Automotive Section, Jan 1941••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Operations Section, functioning••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Company organization for student _classea TIS~~··•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Academic Dept orgp l918-l9•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Plan, 1920 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• _. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Orgn 1926-27 (5 sections) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1928-30 (4 sections)••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1920-21 •••••••••.••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••.••••.••.•.•.•.•.•• 
1921-22 ••••.••••.•••••.•••••.•••••.••• ' ••••••.•••••.•.•••••••••• 
1922.-23 •.••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1923-24 (5 sections)••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1924-25 •.•.•..••••••.•••••••••••..•••.••.••.••.•...•••.••..•...• 
19Z7-28 ••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•.••••••••••••••.•••• 
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118 
170 

2ll 
42 

202, 232 
199 
201 
183 
121 
112 
104 
121 

ll 
199 

133 
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134 
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20 
39, 40 
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44 
52 
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82, 86 
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81 

200, 176 
213 
1(11 
84, 85 
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108 
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!nfantrx School (continued): 
Faculty & Staff number: 1924-25••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1929~30 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•• 
May 1932; also no. on CCC duty •••••••••••••• 
1938~39 •.•..••.••••••••••••.•.•.••••••••.•.• 
1939-40 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dec 1942 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Curriculum; name and number of classes: 
1919 ••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••••••••••.•.•••••.•.•••• 
Evolution of, 1919-22 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1920 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
15 l~r 1919•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1920 .. 21, •• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1921-22 ........................................................... 

109 
128 
154 
171 
180 
216 

80 
84 
83 
69 
86 
91 

1922-23, reduction in courses.................................... 106 
1923--24 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • . • . • • . • • . • • 107 
1924-25 . . . • • • . • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • . . • • . . . . . • . • . . • . . . . • • 109 
1926-27 (w/table, allotment of hours)........................... 125 
1926-1930 cirriculum change~··••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 124-139 
19Z7-.28 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 126 
1928-.29 . . . . . . . • • • . • • • • . . • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . . . . • • . . . . • • . . . . . . . • 128 
1929-30 (w/table, allotment of hours) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 130 
1933-34 . . . . • • . . . . . • . . . • • • • • . . • • . • • • • • • • • . • . • • • • . . . . • . • . . • . . . . . • . 156 
1934 (Adv & Co Off combin into Regular Course) •••••••••••••••••• 169 
1934-35 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.•.••.•.••••••••.• 168~169 
1937--.38 . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • • . . • . • . • • . . • . . . . • • . . . . . . . 170 

l9JS .. .J9 ···•••·•·••·••·•···••·••·•·•••••··•••·•·••·•············· 171 1939-40 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 173, 174, 177, 179 
Changes 1940 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 186 
Regular Course terminated 1 Feb 1940 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 177 
Sep 194]. ••. , •••• , •••• , . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . . . . . . • • 208 
Division Officers Course started 24 Jan 1942 ••••••••••••••••••••• 214 
Name of classes in ~ession Dec 1942 ••••••••••••••••o••••••••••••• 216 
1943 ·••·•••·••••·••••••••••••••••••·•••••••••••·•••·••·••···•••· 2)2-233 
Jan-Feb 1944, Mar 1944 •• , ••••••••••• ·., ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 233-234 
Oct-Dec 1944 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Officers Refresher Course, 10 Jan 1945·••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Names of classes 1945 .............................................. 
C1asseo to include more close combat instruction •• Bif1e and 

Heavy \>Ieapons Co Off Course ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Value of trainin& Inf Sch, recommendation for changes •••••••••••• 
Officers Baoic Course, continuation of Rifle & Hv Wpns Co Oft Cl •• 

IV 

23S 
236 
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!Wr.antrx §chOol Ccontinueg) 
Students, number: 2d Dec 1918, West Point Graduates •••••••••••••••••• 
First graduating class, 22 Deo 1919 (West fointere) ••••••••••••••••••• 
Earl7 classes, no of students••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bo. students 1923••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Jo. st.:udentsz 1932-33 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

193.3··34 ................................................ . 
1935•36 (Off & EM) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1938~39 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1939~40 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1940-4].. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 
Sep 1941 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dec 1942 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1943 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Peb 1943 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1944. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
10 Jan 1945 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
At end of 1929/30 there hnd been 5064 graduates •••••••• 
Grnduntes war years (cluss & number) ••••••••••••••••••• 

infantry Sohoolt Student standing in class abolished 1923-24 ••••••••••• 
infantry School separate• from post 1~ Oct 1940 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Infantry School 1942 under jurisdiction krmy Ground Forces •••••••••••••• 
infantry School Builcing ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
infantry School Detachment, See also Academic Regiment •••••••••••••••••• 
infantry School Service Command activated •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Infantry School Service Command, strength,Qrga •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
infantry training, early development in U. s. •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
rnfantry training, Von Steuben introduced new s.ystem•••••••••••••••••••• 
ftln£1ltration Coursen •••••••••••••;•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Instructors, qualifications •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Jefferson Barracks ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.Kasihta. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.Ka.wi "ta ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
King, Brig Gan Campbell , Comdt l~y 1929 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
King, Brig Gen Campbell, retires ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••t•• 

Lawson Field named,Aug 7, 1931 G.O. #5 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
La~son Field expansion program, Feb 1941 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Library, Infantr,r School ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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.:.acArtL ur, Arthu:::- , General . • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • 25 
f.mchine Guns, training •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·1 32, 4l 

Machine gun school, Camp Ht!Ilcock , Ga. •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,• • • • • • • • 42 
Machine gun, . SC cal and light• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 193, 165 
.cKee, Col ~chard A, Co~dg Sch 1roops Brig •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 215 

Maneuvers, introduced June 1923 ·····•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ····· 107 
l'.aneu·.rers, 1st Div, Jml940 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~. 177-178tl8Q,181 
~mneuvers , IV Corps, 1940•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •• 185 
l'.rirksmanship, rifle •.••••••••••••••• • •••••••••• • •••••.••••••••• ••••• •• 22, 26 
Marksxranship, purpose of sct.ool to raise standards of.. ............. .. 31 
}~rksmanship; tnc ct Sill inadequate; sch opened Camp Perry ........... 42 
}hrshall, George C, ~t Col• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •• • ••••••••• 128 
Monuments (tolm boute of Casista ut Lumpkin & Morrison Roads) .......... 3 
~~numents , bronze tablet, LaFayette.................................... 12 
YDrtars• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·••••••••• •• • 163, 170 
l~torized ~ttalion, 29th Inf •• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• •••• 142 
Munson, Col Fred L, 4cting Comdt •••••••••••••••••••••••• •• •••• •• •••••• 155 
~~ecle Shoals , surplus material used at Benning ••••••••••••••••••••••• • 123 

Naming of terrain features on post •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
National Guard Off~cers Classes, TIS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Na.ti~na.l Guard training at Ft Sill 1917 • • •••••••••••••••• ~··••••••••••• 
Nati~nal Guard & RO Class graduates, Jun 31, 1922 ••••••••••••••••••••• 

101 
83, 89 

39 
104 

National Guard Course, ne~, Jan 3 1 1925 ••••·•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 110 
Non-commissioned officer training•• •••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
OFFICEn CANDIDATES: 

School opened July 194l(full details) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Schedule, 1941 and 1943 •• • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Processing, supervision, tng, conferences, guidance,groding,etc •••• 
Boards to test OCs •• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Causes of failures OCS candidates ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reduction in number, July 14, 1943 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
OCS cour~e extended from 13 to 17 weeks, 29 June 1943 ••••••••••••• 

Officers Club Building •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oglethorpe, James Edwrd •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Orientation course for instructors, TIS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Operutions Section, fUnctioning •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Organization, inf div, background for all instruction ilS ••••••••••• 
Organization, infantry, SEE Infantry organization 

VI 

38, 217 



Parachute Group, May 1941 •••••••••••••••• ·• •• --.-. ·•·• .... • ..-.-.................. . 
Parachute School, June 1941, permanent ................... .-...-. ••••••••••••••••• 
Parachute Section, TIS, activated 10 July 1941. ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pntton, Geo s., Maj Gen, CG 2d Armored Div, CG Ft Benning 4 days ...... .. 
Fay cut, 15 per cent, military and civilian •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Perry, CBmp, Ohio; small arms firing school, 10 June 1918 ••••••••••••••• 
Pershing, Gen, visits Benning 1919 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Plan for layout of Ft Benning, policy regarding••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Plan of Benning: 123. Plans for beautifying Ft Benning, 1924 ••••••••••• 
Populati¢n of Ft Benning, July 1940••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

" Population of Ft Benning, Nov 1940 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••·~··••••••• 
Population of Ft Benning, Feb 1941. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Polo at Ft Benning ••••••••••••••••••••••~·····~·••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Presidio of Monterey, Calif •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••!•••••••• 
Printing Plant ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
PWA, See also WPA •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Radio training ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Railroad facilities to Benning••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• SO, 
Railroad Spll" for first Camp Benning & to new site ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ranges, permanent •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Recreation Center Board •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Replacement lc School Command, I!Gl, TIS under jurisdiction of ••••••••••• 
Research department••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reserve Officers Classes ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rifle, Garand semiautomatic, tost••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rifle, semiautomatic & BAR ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rifle, 103 Springfield ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rifle, Ml in lieu of 1903 Springfield •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rifle practice, M-1, on known-distance range, picture •••••••••••••••••• 

Schools& 

201 
202 
202 
207 
156 

42 
81 

133 
114 
191 
181 
200 
120 

25 
162 
162 

170 
121 

55 
132 

117, 119 
214 

82, 87 
83, 89 

142 
163 
164 
170 
215 

193 Armored Force School activated at Ft Knox, Nov 1940 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Infantry School, SEE Infantry School 
School for Cavalry & Artillery Officers, Ft Riley ••••••••••••• ~ ••••••• 
School of A plication for Inf & Co.v, Ft Leavenworth in 1881 ••••••••••• 
Infantry School of Instruction, Jefferson Barracks, lst In£ Sch for Off. 
School of Mu~ketry, Presidio of Monterey (purpoce,orgn,oorricUlum,etc) 
School of ~fusketr,, Monterey- training conducted ••••••••••••••••••••• 
School of ~sketry moved toFt Sill, 1913 ••••••••••••!•••••••••••••••• 
School of ZUsketry, Ft Sill - Orgn, purpose, course of stb!dt ••••••••••• 
lank Sohooi, SEE Tanks \ 

23 
22 
20 
25, 28 
32 

30, 34 
36 

lcott, Brig ,9en Charles L •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~••••• 
lelective S~rvice Act draftees released from duty, Sep 1941 •••••••••••••• 
~rvice Club for EM, 1930 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~•••••••••• 
bort, Col.fWalter c., Asst Comdt •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ingleton, Brifo GP.n leaL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~••••••••• 
ports, ~Benning, 1924 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
tedium, ughboy- begun 1924; dedicated 15 Oct 19~5••••••••••••••••••••• 
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192 
208 
96 

170 
170, 199 
115 
118 



chool Troops Brigade ••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• •• •• •• 
chool Troops, School of Musketry & Inf Soh of Arms , Ft Sill~ • • •••••••••• 
chool Troops , requirements , 1940 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
tudent st anding in class abolished 1923-24 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
tudent Training Battalions •••••• •••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
tudent ~ Bn becomes Student Training Units ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
tudent Training briga«e •••••••••••••••••••••••• 9•••••••••••••••••••• ••• 
~udent Trainint Brigade inactivated l Nov 1943 ••••••••••••••••••••• •••• 
~udent Tr aining Regiments (let, 2d, 3d} ••••••••••••••••••••••• 2101 Z!l, 

udent Training Units redesignated 13 Nov 1941 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
rummerall, Gen Charles P, CofS , visi ted post May 1929 ••••••••••••••••••• 
IYimmiag Pool, history of ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

215 
'37 

189 
108 
189 
199 
215 
233 

212, 215 
2(1J 
132 
119 

~ank course shortened in 1933-34 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 156 
~ank Couree, length , no. students , instructors, etc ••••••••••••••••••••• 175 
rank instruction Inf Sch prior to 1932 •••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••• l48 
rank School mo ved to Benning 1932, orgn, etc. •••••••••••• ••••••••••••• 147, 148 
tank School , selection of students •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 151 
rank Section- mew bui ldings •••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 177 
tank training, -ess tonk tactics, 1940 ••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• •••••••• 182 
target range ~•••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••• ••• ••••••••••••••••• 104 
ferrain feutures of post, naminc •• ••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• 101 
fest, acudemio apti tude for 00 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 224 
fhenter , 1925 •• •••••••••••• · •••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••• ••••••••• 119 
ibeater, Main •••••• · •••••••••••••••••••• • •••••••••·••••••••••••••••••• 119, 162 
Thompson , Col. Chnrles F, Feb 1937 ••• • ••••••••••••••••·••••••• • ••••••••• 170 
Towers, parachute jumping •• •••••••• • •• • •• • •••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••• 202 
Training literat ur e, early • •••• •••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 21 
Training Reciments, Basic (4th, ~th , 6th} ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 220 
Training, tactiCal, value of •• • ••••••• •••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• • •••••• 46 
Trestle over Upatoi Creek ••• ••••••••• ••••••• • •••• •• • •• ••••••••••••••••• • 59 
Troops at Bonn!ng 1920 Q page 94; 1939 - page 180. 
Trott, Maj Gen Clement A, CO 5th Div •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• 
Tupper, Col Sevier B ••• • •••••••••••••• • • • ••••••••••••• • •••••••• • •••• • • • • 
Trnininl, comments on by Gen. King • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• 

UNITS : 
1st Div arri ved Benning 1940 - p. 180; lst Div Camp, 1940 •••••• • •• • • 
2d Armored Div •••••••••••••••••• · •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••• 
2d Armored Div activated July 1940 at Benning ••••••••••••••••••• ••••• 
2d Armored Div, construction f or , in Sand ~ill nren •• •••••••••••••••• 
2d Armored Div, inareaae ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••• 
3d Infantry arrives 14 Mar 1944 •••••••••••••••••••••• •••• • ••••••••••• 
3d Comporcite Squu~ , 3d Air Force ·~·~·• .. ••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••• 
4th Antitank Bn, first to be creat~d in US Army • ••••••••••••••••••••• 
4th Division, full strength Feb 1941 ......... . . . .................. . . . . 
4th Division, Hq at Benning, component units , 1940 •• ••••• • ••••••• •••• 
4~ Engineer Bn, Co A ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••• 
4th Infan~ry arrives 1944 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
4th Medical Bn •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• c••••••• • • • •••••••• 
5th Division at F~nnin6 for maneuvers : 1940 • •••••• •• ••••••••••• •• •••• 
6th Division at Bo1ming for maneuverr , 1940 •••••••••••• • •••••• ••••• • • 

VIII 

183 
220 
l4l 
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YN!TS: (continued) 
6til FA, 2ci Br1 •••••••••• • •••••• • • •· • ••••••• •• ••••• • ••••··~····•••• ••••• 
7th Recon Sqd, TIS •• •••••• ••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••,• •• 
15th Bo~bardmant Squndron • ••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• • 
15th Tn.nk Bn •• ••• • • • ••• •• • • ••••• • • • •••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• 
l6th Observation Squadron ••••••• • •• • ••••••••••• •••••••• 145, 146, 180, 
20th Engineer Regt reactivated at ~nning l Jun 1940 •••••••••••••••••• 
21st Eneineera • •••••••"• ••••• ••• •• • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• · 
22d Observation Squadron ••••• •••••••• • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
24th In£ offic rs detailed as inetruct oro Academic Dept ••••••••••••••• 
24.th ~ ••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• 
24th Inf, 3d Bn reactivated • •••••• •• •••• • •• •••••••• • •••••••••••••··· · • 
24th In£ area occupied by 3d STR •••• • •••••••••••••••• • •••••••••••••••• 
27th Bombarduont Group • ••• • ••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••·•••••••• 
29th Inf, 1st Bn, arrived at Benning • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • 
29th In£, 1st Bn , ~torized ·•• •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• • • • · • 
~9Ul In£, reduction, 3 Cot 1922 •••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••• 
29th In£ - a motoz·izod bn convert€d into ani nl -ot·aw ••••••••••••••••• 
29th Inf barrack~, begun Feb 1925 •• ••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••• • • 
29th Inf, reoreani2ation t~s~ ••• ••••••••• •••••• ••••.••••••• •• . ••..• • • 
29th Inf, to test rifle ••••••••••••·~• •• • • •• • •• • • •• • • •• • •••••••• •• •• • • 
29th Inr, nev drill •• •• ••••••• •••••••••• •••••••• • •• • •• • • ••. • • .• • • .. • • • 
29th Inf, (1iEt of unit s at Benning) . . ...... . ... .. .... . ........ . .. a. • • •• 

nucleus for JT Bn • • • •••••••• •• •••• •• ••••••••••••••• • ·· · ···· · 29th Inf'' 
29th.Inf, iucl in 4t h Div ••••• • • • ••• • • •• •••• ••••••••••••••••••••••• ; • • 
29th Inf 1 usa ~:cr t raining ••••••• ••• •• • •• • • • • ·~· •• • •••• •• • • •••• ••••••• • • 
29th Llf 1 mo'led l1ay 1943 at'ter 25 yel.lrs ' service ..... . ......... . ..... . . 
29th Field lh'tiller.y, 4th Division •• • ~ · ·· • •••••••••••••••••••••• • •• • ••• 
32d Balloon Co ••• •••••• • •••• •• •••• • ••••••• ••••••••• •••• • •······ · ··· ··· • 
34th Inf at Be~~e for mAneuvers, 1940 ••• • ••••••••• •• • • • ••••• •••••••• 
34th QM. Regt •••••• •• • • • •••••••• •• • •• ••• • •••••••• • •• •••• ••••••• • •••••• • 
48th QM Regt ••• • • ••• ••••••••••••• • ••• • •••• • • •• ••••• •• • •• •••••• ••••••· • 
66th Inf • ••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • • • • •••• •• •. • •• • ••• ••• • 
67th Inf • ••• •• • ••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••• •• • • •••••••••••••• • • 
68th Inf, 1st & 2d Bu (Light Tanks) •••••••• ••• •••••• •• •••••••••••••• • • 
71st tneineers activated 1 July 1940 •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •• • ••• 
83d Fh Bn •••• • •• ••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••• • •••••• •••••• 1201 lSO, 184, 
87th Engineer Bn • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •••••••••••• ••• 
94th I:T En •••• • ••••• • • ••••••••••••••• • • • • •••••• • ••••• • ••• , • •••••••••• • •• 
97th Observation Sqd • • • • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• · •••••• •• •• •• 
117th W ( 'len11. NG) ••• • • • • ••••••• " •• ••••• • ••••••••••••••..••• ••• •• • ••• 

191 
23.3 
201 
l4B 

201 
193 
180 
146 
128 
180 
199 
2ll 
188 
69 

142 
96 

104 
123 
133 
16S 
174 
180 
183 
184 
190 
219 
191 

9.3, 146 
183 
180 
180 
180 
180 
182 
189 
191 
191 
183 
201 
215 

l24th Inf (£ormcr1y Fln NG) arrives Bennu1g 20 Dec 1941 ••••••••••••••• • 209 
l5lst lnt (Indi ana NG), 4 Apr 1943 (third regt sch troo~n) ••••••• • ••• • 211, 214 
176th Int • • • ••• • •••• • ••••••••• •• •• • ••••••••••••••••••.••.••••••• • • • • •• 219, 234 
300 Int activated from 29th & 124th Inf Regts ·•••••••••••••••• • ••••••• • 215 
300th lnt replace3 29th Inf, 1943 • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••2191 234 
50lst Poht Bn activated Benning Oct 1940 •••• ••••••••••••••••••••• •• •••• 202 
502d Pcht Bn, activuted 1 July 1941 ' ·•• ••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••• • • • 202 
50Jd tcht Bn, to be activated Sep 1941 ••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••• 202 
504th Pcht Bn, to bo activ ... ted tlov 194:1. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 202 

IX 



( 
' 

... 
\ 

Vi sitors to Benning, 19~ •• •• •• • •• •••••••• ••••••••••••• ••••• •• •• • ••• • • •• 103 
Von Steuben, methods of~rgn & tng • • •••••••••••••••••r•••••••••••••• •••• 17 

' 
WAAC (Women's ArmJ Auxiliary Corps) arrived Mar .1943 •••••••••••••••••••• 
Walker, Maj Gen Fred L, Comdt ••••••••••••••••••• ; ••• •••••••••••••••••••• 
Wallace , Colonel W.B. ••• •••••••••••••••• • ••·•• •• ••••• •••••• ••• ••• • •••• • • 
Weeks , Colonel ~arlee (J est Comat) tour ended 22 Jul 1936 ••••~••••••••• 
Weems , Col onel George H. becomes Aaat Comdt Mar 19~ •••••••••••••• •~•·•• 
\lell G, General ·••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• • •••••••••••• •••• • 

218 
234 
148 
170 
214 
l.28 

West Foint students .enrol l ed 2 Dec 1918 •••• P• 63; graduat ed 1919. .. .... 65 
Woolfolk, John, first white owner of present ~Ft . Benning ••••••••••••••• 131 15 
WPA •••••••••• •••••••••••• ·\·· ••••••••••••••••• J ~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 156 
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lPages :wit h numbero _in ... parenthesis (240) thru (333) in one-volume 
History of .the', Infantry School (U 423 .u 2 (1944) pU - Looked Case 
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CHAPTER X 

Curriculum Changes 

1926 - 1930 

The concept of continuous improvement, which had always guided 

the activities of the Academic Department, was seen again in the 

modifications which were introduced in the various courses in the 

school year 1926-1927. The reorganized Advanced Course for that year 

was devoted to a greater extent than ever before to the study of 

tactics. Its purpose was to train infantry field officers and senior 

captains as commanders of tactical units to include the reinforced 

brigade, and as regimental and brigade staff officers. The new 

Company Officers' Course was designed, primarily, to provide training 

for junior' captains and lieutenants in the duties of company o£ficers and 

of battalion and regimental staff officers. 

· The allotment of hours in the modified courses was as follows: 
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Subjects 

Administration 
Animal management and 

transportation 
Army of the United States 
Automatic rifle 
Bayonet 
Combat Intelligence 
Close order drill 
Command, staff, logistics 
Communications 
Equitation 
Combat orders 
Grenades 
Infantry correspondence 

cotn"ses 
Infantry School activities 
Machine gun 
Mess management 
Methods of instruction 
Military courtesy and 

customs 
Military history 
Military policy of the US 
Military sketching and 

map reading 
Musketry 
Organization of the Army 
Field engineering 
Physical training 
Pistol marksmanship 
Psychology 
Rifle marksmanship 
Tactics 
3-inch mortar 
Training management 
37-mm gun 

Totals 

: : 
: : S R : : N G and Res : 
: R :Brig.: Adv : Co : F 0 : Rif : M G : 

: 
• . 
• . 
: 

. . 
: 

: 
: 

: --- : 
• . • . 

. . 
10 

. . 
: 

3 lt : 6 8 : 

. . 

. . : 

2 1 15 13 2 : 
:2: :4 56!:2! 24: 

: 
2 

: 2i : lt 2 : 31 : 1 9 : ---
: --- : 22 : 10 : 2 : 2t 2t 
: 2 : --- : : 40 : : 30 : 30 : 

17t : 
2 

. . 
• . : 

20 :i3lt : 35! : 11 : l?t : 
: 26 : 17 : 3 : 2 : • . 

--- : --- : 53 : 3~ : : 
22 : 16 : 6t :: • • : 

: lt : 1 : 2 : 22 ~ 
: : 

--- : 1 
4 : 2 

: 15t: 2 
• • . . 
: 4 : 3 

• . 

: 
: 1 : 1 : 

• • . . : 
. . 
• . 

: 1~ : 187t: 8 : 
: --- : 2 : 
: 26 : 15 : 4 : 
• • . • . . : 

: 
: . . 

: : --- : 1 : --- : 
: --- : 49i : 5 : --- : 
: : 1 : --- : 

--- : 
8 : 

l)i: . . 
8 : 
7t 

: --- : --- : 
: 14~: 

• . . • 

: 

. . 

--- : 

. . . . 
: : 
: 4 : 
: 5 : ---

: : : 
: 22! : 83i- 3 : 2lt : 2lt : 
: --- : 56 : 5 : 34t : --- : 

: . . 

: 4 : 10 : 18 : 5 : ~ : 6t : 
: 20 I 32 4t I --- S --- : 

: ---. . : ---
: 1 : 
: 2 • • . . : ---
: 2 : 
:119 : 86i
: 2 : lt 
: 2~- : 6 
: 4t : 1-~ 

: 29 : 42t 
: 2i : 33 
: 4 : 3 
: 4i : 85 
:688 :21'7t 

4t : 22 
20 : 18 

: 4t : 32 

--- I ---. I 
: 2-l- : 13 : 
: I --- : . • 
: ~ : 1297t: : 
: 100 24'!: 124t: 
: 2 : --- : 13 : 
: 14 : l4t : 14-i: 
: 4t : : 27t: 

: : : : : : • . . . 
:28# :132 :1171 :1151-i:lS.Jk :42~ : 42~: 

R--Refresher course; S R Brig--special Refresher Course for brigadier 
generals; Adv--Advanced Course; Co--Company Officers' Course; N G and Res-
National Guard and Reserve Officers Course; F 0--Field Officers; Rif-
Rifle Course; M G--Machine-gun Course . 
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During the school year, tactical instruction was given primarily 

on the terrain, rather than in the classroom. To this was added an en

campment period devoted to nine command-post exercises, designed as a 

general review of the conrses pursued. Instruction in the technique of 

fire of all infantry weapons was followed by a series of practical combat 

exercises to emphasize the combat use and principles of the weapons. 

A special course in admin:tstration for company officers, was included 

in the curriculum for the first time. It consisted of lectures on the 

duties and activities of the adjutant, the personnel adjutant, the quarter

master, the finance officer, the judge advocate, and the p~rsonnel section. 

It also covered company administration and staff duties in garrison. The 

subject of command and leadership was presented in the form of conferences, 

demonstrations, and practical work, by the coach-and-pupil method i~ the 

first stages, with the student. drilling a platoon of the 29th Infantry 

in the final stage. 

Instruction in military history, which was given the Advanced Class, 

was conducted by the seminar method. Although this method had been used 

in various classes since 1920, the method of instruction was standardized 

for the first time this year. Each student prepared a monograph on an 

assigned battle or campaign and, in addition, gave the class an oral 

account of his research, illustrated by maps and charts prepared by 

himself. The class as a whole, listening to seventy of these verbal 

presentations, obtained a cross-section of military history from the 

time of Alexander the Great to the first World War. 

A reorganization of the Academic Department occurred during the year, 

resulting in the elimination of Committees I (Physical training) and K 

(Map reading and field fortifications) and the inclusion of the 

"--------------~----- 1?f... - ----~---------------
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subjects affected lH the remaining twelve committees. 

The Academic Department started the succeeding school year (1927-

1928) with the following organization: 

First Section 

Committee A: Offense. 
Committee B: Defense. 
Committee C:· Special operations. 

Second Section 

Committee D: Command, staff, logistics, combat 
intelligence, combat orders, medical 
service, supply, troop movements, and 
organization. 

Committee E: ~~p reading, aerial photographs, 
sketching, and field engineering. 

Committee F: Signal communication. 

Third Section 

Mechanism of weapons, marksmanship, rifle, automatic 
rifle, machine gun, 37-mm gun, 3-inch mortar, pistol, grenades, 
bayonet, musketry, combat practice, physical training, and 
chemical-warfare defense. 

Fourth Section 

Committee G: Administration, army of the United 
States, close order drill, training. 

Committee H: Military history, principles of war, 
instructional methods, and public 
speaking. 

Committee L: Animal management, equitation, and 
transportation. 

Fifth SectioD 

Committee M: Infantry correspondence courses. 
Committee N: Editing. 
Committee 0: Drafting. 
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During this period, General Wells was succeeded by Brigadier 

General Edgar T. Collins as Commandant, and Colonel Cocheu by 

Lieutenant Colonel George C. Marshall as Assistant Commandant. 

For the school year 1928-1929, the organization of the Academic 

Department and the content of the courses remained practically unchanged. 

However, studies of the methods and doctrines of foreign armies were 

inaugurated and modifications were planned in the courses of instruction 

to keep them in line with current developments in infantry armaments and 

tactics. 

General reorganizations of both the Academic Department and the 

courses of instruction were undertaken before the opening of the school 

year 1929-1930. The Academic Department was reduced to four sections-

tactics, technique, weapons, and training. This tended to simplify 

administration by eliminating one of the sections, and made it possible 

to utilize the released personnel for instructional duties. Sixty-one 

instructors, five fewer than in the preceding year, were included in the 

faculty. These were supplemented, as in former years, by five officers 

detailed from the 24th Infantry, and one each from the cavalry, field 

artillery, engineers, air corps, chemical warfare service, and the 

medical corps. Tank instruction was carried on by the commander of the 

tank battalion stationed on the post. 
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Brigadier General Edgar T. Collins 
Commandant, The Infantry School 

March 1926 - May 1929 
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All courses, except the Company Officers' Course, to which 

sixteen hours were added, showed a reduction in the number of hours as-

signed. The largest cut was in the National Guard and Reserve Officers' 

' Course, which was reduced by sixty hours. The Refresher Course was 

reduced by fifty-four hours, the Advanced Course by thirty-nine, the 

National Guard and Reserve Company Officers' Machine-gun Course by seven. 

A redistribution of subjects within the various courses and a reallocation 

of hours to each subject were thus necessitated. The new schedule effected 

a decided improvement in the curriculum b,y allotting more time to subjects 

which were of increasing importance. A marked increase in the number 

of hours allotted to tactics was made in all of the courses except that 

for National Guard and Reserve Field Officers. Forty-six hours of tactics 

were added to the Advance Course, eighty to the Company Officers' Course, 

fourteen to the Refresher Course, and six to the National Guard and 

Reserve Company Officers' Machine-gun Course. 

Instruction in weapons was modified by doubling the hours al-
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lotted for combat practice in the Company Officers' Course, and 

quadrupling the hours allotted to this subject in the National Guard 

and Reserve Company Officers' Rifle Course. The weapons course was 

further modified by having the Company Officers 1 class and the 

National Guard and Reserve Company Officers' Machine-gun class fire 

the record machine-gun course. This was the first time that 

this had been done since the establishment of the school. In the 

instruction in combat practice, emphasis was placed on the ability 

of the student to give accurate target designations and correct 

fire orders. 

The following table shows in detail the courses for the school 

year 1929 - 193~, and the hours allotted to each subject: 
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Lieutenant Colonel George C. Marshall 
Assistant Commandant, The Infantry School 

November 1927 - June 1932 



Subjects 

Animal management and 
transportation 

Applied psychology 
Army of the United States 
Chemical warfare service weapons 
Close order drill 
Combat intelligence 
Command, starr, logistics 
Equitation 
Field engineering 
Infantry correspondence courses 
Instructional methods 
Map reading and aerial 

photographs 
Medical service 
Military courtesy and c~toms 

of the service 
Military history 
Musketry 
Organization 
Physical training 
Signal communication 
Staff maps 
Tactics 
Topography 
Training 
Visits to Infantry B~rd 
Weapons 
Automatic rifle 
Bayonet 
Combat practice 
Grenades 
Machine gun 
Pistol 
Rifle 
3-inch mortar 
37-mm gun 

Totals 
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: Adv 

' 
• . 

: • • 
: Co : R 
: 
: 
• . 

: 
• . 
: 
• . 
: 2 

N G and Res 
-=;:.....:::~:=...:.;.; ..... --: 

: F 0 Rif : M G 

• . 
. . 

. . 
: 
• . 
. • 

• • 
: 

: 
• • 

:14 
6 

:12 
5 

: 15 
: 3 
:12 : --- : 2 : 2 : 2 

• • . . 7 : • . 
• • 

• . : 
: 39 39 : 

: 13 : 6 : 1 : 4 : 4 : 
:58 
: 51 : 

9 : 26 : 30 : 30 : 
: . . : --- : 

:127 
: 49 
: 21 
: 1 
:12 

: 23 : 4 : : --- : --- : : 1 : --- 1 : 1 : 
: 19 : 1 : 3 : --- : . • . . . . 

: 11 : 
: • . 

• . . • 
11 : 2 

: 

• • 
: 19 
: 4 : 4 : 
: : 

. . 
19 
4 : 

: 
I --- : : --- : 1 : 

2 
26 

1 
2 : 39 : 13 : 

: 31 : 
5 l 5 : 

: 37 : 22 : 

• • 
: 

: 1 : 
5 : 4 : 
4 : 2 : 

: 
: --- .: 

2 : 2 : 
: 

: 25 : 33 : 4 
: . . 

2 : 7 : 
. . 

7 : 
: : --- s --- s 4 : : --- : 
:737 :415 : 56 

20 : 66 : 
: 17 : 17 : 6 . . . . : 6 

:110 :110 : : 91 
12: 

: 9 : 11 : 11 --- : : --- : 
31 : : 34 : 17 : . . : 

: ---
• • 
: 
: . • 
: 
• . . • . • 

: 23 : 
: 18 

--- : : 22 : 
: l2i : : ---

34 : 
: 18 : 
:186 : 
: 30 
: 67 : 
' 21 
: 31 : 

: : 16 : : 
: --- : l2t : --- : 

• . 
• . 

--- : 8 :138 : 
: 11 : 
: 67 
: lt : 13 : 
: lt : 30 . . . . . . . . . . 

:"1182 :1236 : 136 : 180 :418 : 418 : 



The physical development of the post was continued hand in hand 

with the instructional development of The Infantry School. Undoubtedly 

the most important contribution in the latter field was the completion 

of the ranges needed for all types of weapons. Temporary range~ had 

been in existence, but these were now converted to permanent installations, 

and additional o~es added. The ranges, like other features of the post, 

were named in honor of outstanding infantrymen of the First World War, 

and appropriate commemerative markers were erected. 

The need for additional quarters for both students and faculty 

was still urgent. General Charles P. Summerall, Chief of Staff, visited 

Fort Benning in May, 1929, and noted in his annual report that "because 

of the shortage of quarters at Fort Benning and the high rentals in 

Columbus, Georgia, it has been found necessary to decrease the quota of 

student officers at The Infantry School." 

To meet the need in part, forty-one additional houses for officers 

and noncommissioned officers were constructed in 1930. These followed 

closely the completion of the barracks for the 29th Infantry and that 

section of the cuartel for the tank battalion. Wards 1, 2, and 3, and 

the nurses quarters of the main hospital were also completed and oc

cupied. 

The commandants and other officers of the post had long been 

interested not only in the physical development of Fort Benning, but 

also in its artistic development. Plan had succeeded plan as com

mandant had succeeded commandant and there was still no one permanent 
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plan £or the orderly development of the post . Upon taking command of 

the post in May, 1929, Brigadier General Campbell King departed 
~ . 

from precedent and undetook no personal revision of the post plan. 
A --He saw that the series of revisions which coincided with changes of 

command was making no contribution toward the development of a 

satisfactory permanent plan of construction. He therefore sought 

the aid of the War Department in stabilizing the plan and harmonizing 

its various features. From a study which began at this time, there 

resulted a master plan which displaced all previous ones, and from which 

no deviation could be made without the personal approval of the 

Secretar.y of War . A graceful symmetry was one of the chie£ character

istics of this 1929 plan. Its harmony of design was accomplished by 

a successful blending of artificial and natural features into the 

general patter n. The adopti on of a master plan under War Department 

control was to assure a consistent development of the post and shield 

it from the erratic effects of temporary influences. It made it 

unlikely that any more houses with snow-shedding roofs would be built 

at Fort Benning. 

Instruction during the school year 1929-1930 was somewhat re

tarded by the interruption in the demonstration program resulting from 

the reorganization tests in which the 29th Infantry was engaged. Infantry 
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organization bad long been a moot question in international 

military circles and tests were now being made by the Infantry Board 

to determine the most efficient and effective organization for the 

infantry regiment. That these tests should be conducted at The 

Infantry School with school troops was only natural. 

Ever since the year 1570, when French Infantry was first 

organized into regiments of from ten to sixteen companies each, the 

organization and armament of the infantry regiment has been a constantly 

recurring problem. New weapons, both offensive and defensive, and 

including those of branches other than the infantry, brought changes 

in tactics, which in turn produced changes in organization. Continual 

experimentation with infantry support weapons and small arms promised 

to each infantry unit a higher fire power than had been thought possible 

in earlier years. 

During the reorganization tests, in the discussions as to how to 

make the best use of the new or improved weapons then available, many 

different suggestions were offered. Beginning with the squad, the 

suggestions were as follows: 

1. A squad of eight men, each armed with a rifle. 

2. A squad of eight men, two armed with automatic rifles and 

six with rifles. 

3. A squad of four men, two armed with automatic rifles and 

two with rifles. 
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The various proposed organizations for the rifle platoon were 

dependent on the organization of the squad. The following plans re

ceived the strongest support: 

1. Three rifle squads of eight men, all armed with rifles, and 

one automatic rifle squad of eight men armed with four automatic rifles. 

2. Four rifle squads of eight men, with two automatic rifles 

in each squad. 

The rifle company organization, depending in turn on that of the 

platoon, was to consist either of three rifle platoons, armed with 

rifles only, and one automatic rifle platoon of six squads of eight men 

each, each squad armed with four automatic rifles; or four rifle platoons, 

each consisting of thr.ee rifle squads and one automatic rifle squad. A 

further possibility was to have four rifle platoons, composed of four 

rifle squads each, with two automatic rifles in each squad. 

It was suggested that the machine-gun company should consist of 

three .30 caliber machin~-gun platoons of four squads of eight men 

each, and one .50 caliber machine gun platoon of four squads of nine 

men each. 

It was further suggested that the battalion headquarters company 

should be modified by the addition of a howitzer platoon consisting of 

one officer and fifty-nine men, and armed with one 37-mm gun and two 

infantry mortars. 

Two types of battalion organization were proposed. The first was 

a battalion of four rifle companies, one machine-gun company, and a 
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battalion headquarters company, with a strength of twenty-nine officers 

and one thousand three hundred and eighteen enlisted men. The second 

type was to consist of two rifle companies, two machine-gun companies, 

and a battalion headquarters company, with a strength of thirty-four 

officers and one thousand and seven enlisted men. 

The following table gives an interesting comparison of the strengths 

and armaments of actual and proposed battalion organizations: 

: Ratio of Weapons : 
s Number .of Men and Weapons : to Men 
: :Auto- : Mor- :Auto- . . 1Rifles 1 :37-mm 1Rifles= Men MGs M Gs 
: : : =~:U:l~a: ~l:S :gyns : : =tU:les: 

*' • t : : • • . 
.ctual-1918 : 1119 • 940 • 8 : 64 : 2 • 1 :1-1.2 • 1-140 • 1-18 • . . • . . • 
.ctual-1921 J 873 J 537 : 8 : 54 : 1 : 1 :1-1.6 : 1-109 1-16 • • 
.ctual-1929 I 882 : 546 I 12 I 54 I 1 . 1 :1-1.6 : 1-74 I 1-16 I . 
lew type I, : 1357 : 799 : 16 : 96 : 1 : 2 :1-1.7 1-85 : 1-13 • . 

1930 I : • • : • . : t : • . 
·ew type II,: 1041 : 462 : 32 48 • • 1 2 :1-2.3 : 1-33 : 1-22 : 
1930 I • • s : s 

: • • ' : : : I s : 

Since infantry fights by combining fire, maneuver, and shock action, 

it was essential, in any plan of reorganization, to develop within each 

infantry unit the highest fire power possible without destorying the 

unit's mobility. Unfortunately, these requisites are usually contra-

dictory. Any combination of the two, therefore, must be a compromise in 

which some fire power is sacrificed for mobility, and some mobility 

for fire power. After exhaustive tests, a reorganized infantry bat-

* In the 1918 table, the machine-gun personnel and weapons of 
the brigade and regiment, and the howitzer personnel and 
weapons of the regiment, have been apportioned equally to 

the battalions. 
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talion, as shown below, was re_commended by the Chief of Infantry 

and approved by the Adjutant General as a basis for conducting 

further experiments. 

REORGANIZED INFANTRY BATTALION 

2 AR 1k 6 RIFLES I CAL. .30 M . G . 

P'RES. 

PROP 

I CAL .. SO M .G . ~ 

COMPARISON 

C/l 
Ill 
.J 0 0 

~C/l ~~ 
C/l 

... "lm ~C/l z Ill a: . ci . ci ~z ~~--

Lrl .J ":J 
a: 

.J • .J . 1t10 ~ ... 
~ <~ <~ (I) C) 

"~ a: u u 
:J 
< 

852 546 54 12 

1178 530 108 24 4 2 2 1-75 MM MORTAR 

Hachured blocks indicate units which were added to old war strength 
battalion. 
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While the above organization was only experimental, it was felt 

that it represented the most effective compromise possible with the type 

of weapons then available. High hope, however, existed for the future, 

for it was felt that the experiments then underway would result in the 

development of a semi-automatic rifle and a successfUl light machine gun, 

either or both of which would add tremendously to fire power, and at the 

same time promote mobility. 
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CHAPrER XI 

The Infantry School 

1930 - 1932 

The first ten years of the existence of The Infantry School had 

been years during which_the experiences of World War I were crystallized 

and consolidated into a planned program of instruction that gave infantry 

officer students the benefit of lessons learned through those ex

periences. Students in the years immediately following the war, though 

they lacked housing equipment, had plenty of battle equipment with 

which to practice. They also had recent battle experiences upon which to 

draw for illustrations of points in tactics or allied subjects. Thus, 

while the school was growing from 97,000 acres of red mud, sand, and 

wide open spaces, when abandoned shanties were classed as suitable 

quarters for officers and their families, into a military post of which 

the inhabitants could be proud, the curriculum was taking such shape 

that at the end of the decade, several courses of study were available 

in which students learned everything from battle tactics to the feeding 

of a horse. 

The memories of Benning that come first to the minds of in-

structors and students stationed here in those early days are of muddy 

clay paths which passed for streets; of the 11Daily Risk" - the road over 

which they made the perilous journey from Columbus to the School; the "try-
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daily" train (they tried to get it there daily) ; of the tent houses, 

of the mess hall named for McSweeny - the Irishman who went on a hunger 

strike; of the oratory of Colonel Paul S. Malone; of Colonel 11Sandy11 

McNab - the father of modern rifle marksmanship - his two smart 

airdales and his famous classes in which it was a disgrace not to qualify; 

of the items first issued to student officers - steel helmets, rifles, -

sketching cases, clip boards, compasses, field glasses, bayonets, and 

(the most useful equipment they were to get) those badges of labor -

unionalls and hip boots; of the football, baseball, and polo teams the 

school boasted; and the proud records of The Infantry School troops. 

Since external changes are more readily noticed, a graduate of 

the class of 1921 who returned in 1930 would have found more remarkable 

the construction that had gone on in his absence than the development of 

the school 1 s curriculum. But in ten year's time, The Infantry School 

had shown remarkable progress not only in the construction of its 

permanent quarters and buildings, but also in the improvement and ex

pansion of its curriculum. By the end of the 1929-30 term, there had 

been 5,064 graduates. Officers of the Regular Army, National Guard, and 

Reserve had gone out to disseminate the teachings of the school in every 

corner of the United States and its possessions. 

There was then, as always, room for change and improvement in the 
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school and in the infantry itself. Extracts from an article written 

by Brigadier General King, then Commandant, contain comments on studies 

and suggestions for f~ther advances in training practices. He said: 

Considerable progress has been made in the study of 
infantry formations to be taken when directly attacked by 
aircraft. These formations are for the dual purpose of 
efficient delivery of antiaircraft fire and of reducing 
infantry casualties to a minimum. The technique of de
livery of antiaircraft fire is receiving constant study. 
Investigations are being conducted to the end that maximum 
fire efficiency with all possible infantry weapons can be 
obtained in minimum training time. From such information as 
is available it is believed that our infantry is materially 
ahead of foreign armies in these matters. 

A study is being made of the subject of rifle marks
manship with the object of making individual practice have 
a closer relation to combat firing. This involves a simp
lification of the course, a change in the types of targets 
and a reduction in the numbers of kinds of targets used. 
Musketry is to be given more time and attention than at 
present. 

The Infantry Board is making a study to improve the 
sequence of training so that, at any stage, the soldier 
will be proficient in all the essentials of field service 
that can be taught him in the time he has been in training. 
Our present training system is predicated on the assumption 
that the soldier starts with the elementary and gradually 
progresses to the more advanced stages until, at the end of 
a given period, his training has embraced the entire scope 
of the infantry soldier's education. It is believed that the 
soundness of this idea is debatable insofar as its application 
to military training is concerned, primarily on the ground 
that active field service may be the lot of any individual 
or unit at any moment, hence any system of training based on 
definite time limits is fundamentally in error because, when . 
the crisis comes, the time is not always available. To 
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remedy this fundamental defect, it is proposed so to 
arrange and prescribe the sequence of training that the 
soldier may take the field at. any stage of training, with 
the assurance that he knows and is skilled in all the es
sential of field service that can be taught him in the 
time he has been in training, and with the further assurance 
that no part of the training period has been devoted to 
superficiels to the exclusion of essentials. 

Other tests were being conducted at The Infantry School which 

pointed the way to future developments. On July 10, 1931, one battalion 

of the 29th Infantry was motorized. A few months later, Company C of 

this same demonstration regiment was equipped with the Garand semi-

automatic rifle, caliber .276, for test. At that time, both motoriza

tion and issuance of the M1 - the child of the Garand ·semi-automatic 

.276 caliber rifle - were almost ten years in the future. 

The stock-market crash and the subsequent depression eventually 

caused drastic changes at The Infantry School, alt~ough they were not so 

keenly felt at Fort Benning as in less secure communities. However, 

it was in part due to the depression and the unemployment problem that 

The Infantry School received appropriations to construct some of the 

most important permanent buildings. The first project to receive con-

struction funds as the depression began to settle over the nation was a 

$530,724 one covering the construction of 57 sets of officers' quarters. 

Ground was broken for the foundations of these on April 30, 1931. Five 

of them were located in Block 15 just behind the Commandant's quarters, 

S sets of two-story houses on Sigerfoos Avenue, 11 in Block 16, 33 on 

I the north slope of Riche Hill wher~ enlisted men had been occupying the 
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old shacks still standing from plantation days. These quarters were 

completed by the beginning of the school year, and there was much 

jubilance among the wives of the school's junior officers when it was 

discovered that several of the officers whose rank entitled them to 

the newer quarters preferred to stay where they were. This decision 

on their part made the new quarters available to the junior officers. 

Even a few second lieutenants were assigned on October 10, 1931 to these 

brank new, u1 tra modern houses ! The new quarters for ranking non

commissioned officers were already occupied by that time. 

The city of Columbus was not faring so well as the post during 

1930 and 1931. With true neighborly spirit, Fort Benning organized 

with the local community chest committees to help solve the un

employment problem in the locality. As yet, however, nothing much 

could be done in the way of employing great numbers of civilians on 

the reservation. The work which was later to be done with FWA funds 

and WPA labor had not yet begun and when, for example, roads had to be 

repaired, it was post labor that repaired them. In the fall of 1931, 

900 men of the 29th Infantry were sent out in the field for the purpose 

of improving roads. 

In September, the present children's school building, which had 

been constructed by soldier labor through the Recreation Center Board, 

was dedicated. The school itself dates back to 1921, when 60 children 
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were taught by three teachers in a small building which had been first 

a dairy barn on the Bussey Plantation, then a mess hall, and finally 

a schoolhouse. The building was used by the children for classrooms 

during the day, and by the student officers at night. Tiny stools were 

made to fit over the seats so that the daytime pupils could use the same 

desks as the night time students. At that time, the school was private, 

and supported by post funds and tuition fees. It was a great day for 

Miss Annie Lou Grimes, who was the first principal and still holds that 

office, when the new building was dedicated. Due to her efforts, an 

additional wing, which comprises the auditorium and two classrooms, 

was added in 1934. 

During the Thanksgiving holid~ys in 1931, General Fuqua, Chief 

of Infantry, visited The Infantry School and found much for which 

the infantry could be thankfUl. He enumerated in his report 12 projects 

of major importance and interest to the infantry which were then under

way. Some, such as the reorganization of the infantry regiment for 

combat in order to increase its fire power, had been subjects of tests 

by the Infantry Board almost since its inception. Others, such as 

the development of a satisfactory system of delivery of antiaircraft 

fires with infantry weapons, the motorization of transportation, and an 

improved type of steel helmet, were newer .projects in which great 

interest was shown. 
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The 16th Observation Squadron had been organized at Fort Riley, 

Kansas, on March 15, 1931. On March 23, Flight "B" of that unit was 

ordered to duty at Fort Benning. It was composed of 5 officers and 35 

enlisted men, and Douglas 0-25 planes, and was very helpful in carrying 

out tests and experiments. In one of the tests of a new method of 

laying a smoke screen, the fabric on the fusJelage of the plane was 

completely eaten off by the acid in the FS smoke. The plane finished 

its test and landed in spite of its naked condition. 

The airfield, at which the unit was stationed, consisted at that 

time of a 250 acre airdrome, of which only 100 acres were actually in 

use. One double hangar housed the aircraft and all departments of the 

flight, including air corps supply, armament, parachute, radio, photo

graphic activities, and meteorological stations. Although it was a 

comparatively small station, the equipment of all departments was up

to-date and on a par with that of the larger air corps stations of the 

army. Since the mission of the flight was the furtherance of instruc

tion at The Infantry School, training was directed to the perfection 

of technique in the execution of air-ground liaison, reconnaissance, 

smoke~screen laying, radio direction of artillery fire, and tow-target 

and photographic missions. On corps area and school maneuvers, the 

flight provided the eyes for the contending Blue and Red forces. 

The airfield had been used since the year the school opened for 

instruction. It had been transferred to the air corps late in 1919 and 
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occupied by a few men and officers of the 22nd Observation Squadron 

on May 12, 1920. Twelve days later, the .32d Balloon Company arrived 

with .3 officers, 100 enlisted men, and complete flying equipment far 

active operation. Its principal mission was to determine whether or 

not the data obtainable b.Y balloon observation would be of material 

benefit to infantry troops in the field. For this reason, it was 

operated directly under the control of The Infantry School. Two small 

hangars were the only substantial buildings. There were no runways, 

taxi-strips, or parking aprons. The field was in reality a small grass 

clearing surrounded b,y neighboring farms. 

Although the balloon company stayed for only one year, the area 

in which it was quartered was still known as the Balloon Area for ten 

years afterward. Its shacks were inherited by civilians who worked 

on the post, its field became a favorite destination for picnickers, and 

the hangars were used for Saturday night dances. 

When maneuvers were held at Fort Benning, a balloon company or ~ 

two would visit the field, stay for a month and act as an observation unit. 

Flights of planes would sometimes come in from Maxwell Field, Alabama, 

to assist in problems or tests for which their presence was desired, but 

there was no complement of air corps personnel officially or permanently 

stationed at Fort Benning for many years after 1921. The airdrome re

mained vacant until 19.31, when Flight ''B", 16th Observation Squadron, 
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was ordered to duty there. 

On August 7, 1931, the airdrome was designated by War Department 

General Orders No. 5 as Lawson Field in honor of Captain Walter Rolle 

Lawson, Air Corps, a native of Georgia who had received the D.S.C. for 

extraordinary heroism in action during World War I, and who was killed 

in an airplane accident at McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, on April 29, 1923. 

Another new unit was added to the school in 1932, when, under the 

policy of the consolidation of all school activities of the infantry 

at The Infantry School, the Tank School moved to Benning from Fort 

George G. Meade, Maryland. 

General Fuqua, in his annual report for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 1932, had saidr 

The tank has long been recognized as one of the 
important infantry weapons. For that reason its character
istics, tactical employment, powers and limitations must be 
understood by all infantry officers, and the knowledge will 
become general only when the tank and its armament are 
treated at The Infantry School exactly as are the other 
infantry weapons. 

Since 1925, the Tank School had each year prepared to move to Benning, 

but the proper orders had not come from the War Department. Finally the 

decision was made, the orders were issued, and the Tank School was amal-

gamated with The Infantry School. 

Besides the obvious value of making training in the tactical and 

technical use of this infantry weapon available to infantry students, 
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an advantage of the consolidation of the two schools was the economy 

of operating one school establishment instead of two. Economy was one 

of the army's chief interests, especially in l932, when the funds 

available for its support were reduced by about 55 million dollars. 

Fortunately, its manpower was not further reduced, and the classes for 

the year 1932-33 at The Infantry School totalled 525 officers and men, 
~ 

109 more than had been enrolled the previous year. 41 of this number 

were Tank School students and 22 were in the enlisted motor mechanics 

course offered by the Tank School. 

In the fall before the move was accomplished, Colonel W. B. 

Wallace, Assistant Commandant of the Tank School, had met with Lieutenant 

Colonel George C. Marshall, Assis~ant Commandant of The Infantry School, 

and Lieutenant Colonel Asa L. Singleton, representing the Chief of 

Infantry. They set up the organization of the new Tank School and 

divided it into 9 sections, three of which -- the Tactical, Recon-

naissance, and Gunnery Sections -- were eventually to be absorbed in 

the corresponding sections of The Infantry School. 

It is not to be assumed that before the arrival of the Tank School 

The Infantry School had not given instruction in tanks to its students. 

From 1920, this infantry weapon had been represented at the school by 

the 15th Tank Battalion, which had come from the Tenk Center at Camp 

Meade. This organization subsequently went overseas (in 1942) as a 
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component part of the 2d Armored Division. At the time of its arrival 

at Fort Benning, it consisted of 2 companies of the 344th (light) Bat

talion and 1 company of the JOlst (heavy) Battalion. It had 15 Mark 

VIII 48-ton tanks and 48 light 6-ton tanks. It gave demonstrations and 

taught the fundamentals of tank tactics, but was able only to scratch the 

eurface of the tank information necessary to an infantry student. 

The Tank School was fully equipped to give thoro~h instruction 

in tank construction and use. The Infantry School intended that all 

infantry officers should have a first-hand practical knowledge of this 

weapon, and be fully cognizant of its power when properly used in con-

junction with foot troops. Such was the aim and ultimate accomplish-

ment of the course in tanks as carried on at the school. 

When 62 enlisted men, 5 civilian~and 11 officers of the Tank 

School arrived at Fort Benning on June 17, 1932, to occupy the three 

1"1 buildings prepared for th~, they began a period of hurried activity. 

The summer that year was the hottest since 1887, and most of the 

personnel of the post had been given permission not to work during the 

oppressive heat of the afternoons. The Tank School worked through the 

days and nights unloading the 22 box care full of equipment they bad 

brought with them from Fort Meade, and fitting the two buildings 

that had been constructed for their use. At first, they bad a 

difficult time in getting the materials required to set up instruction 

tables for the engine section and other courses, but managed to have 
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everything completed and ready for their first class in September. 

During the fiscal year 1931-32,there h~d been visible progress 

in the army toward mechanization. Seven combat vehicles of the "Christie" 

combination wheel and track type had been purchased at a cost of $262,000 

(two had actually been received), and 12 armored cars of the most 

modern design at an approximate cost of $190,000. Viewed solely from 

the standpoint of acquisition of mechanized equipment, these accomplish
wl.th 

ments appear inconsequential when compared :1= our total requirements 

(by way of contrast it is interesting to note than l'Then the armistice 

was signed the United States Government had made arrangements for the 

production of 19,000 tanks to be used in the 1919 campaign), neverthe-

less, the Tank School, and through it The Infantry School, was grateful 

for even such a limited amount of new equipment. 

In a hearing the following year on the War Department Appropriation 

Bill, General Fuqua summarized the tank situation as follows: 

The Infantry is now armed with the 6-ton American 
Renault light tank and the 40-ton Mark VIII heavy tank. 
The former is slow and consequently not satisfactory for 
modern warfare, the latter is considered obsolescent. In 
the Infantry, at the present time, we have 6 divisional 
light-tank companies, 2 divisional light-tank platoons and 
the First Tank Regiment, which comprises 8 light-tank com
panies. The foregoing are armed with a total of 144 light 
Renault tanks. In addition to the foregoing we have one 
heavy tank company armed with 15 heavy Mark VIII tanks and 
1 medium-tank company, which is in the process or being 
organized at Fort Benning, Ga., and consequently has not 
received all its equipment. 

When organized this latter company will consist of a 
platoon of 5 light tanks (Renaults reengined with Franklin 
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engines, which more than doubles their speed); 1 platoon 
armed with 1 medium 15-ton experimental tank Tl; 1 medium 
23-ton experimental tank; and 3 light experimental tanks 
(TlEl, TlE2, and TlE3); and a third platoon armed with the 
new Christie tank when procured. 

This company is an experimental unit in which are 
gathered together various types of tanks of greater speed 
than are in our other tank units. The purpose of this 
experimental company is to test the mechanical functioning 
and control of high-speed tanks and to develop tank tactics 
brought about through the use of tanks of increased speed. 

Preliminary tank and infantry instruction was given to all students 

at The Infantry School. From these students, the thirty-five with 

the highest grades were selected to attend the Tank Section for five 

months further study. Thus, in some classes, general officers were 

studying tank and infantry wheeled vehicle construction and operation 

alongside of company officers. The extent to which economy all along 

was carried in those first years after the Tank School was established 

at Fort Benning is shown b,y the recollections the students have of 

combining driving instruction with community chores. As the student 

learned to drive the vehicle, he also collected garbage! 

The s6rt of soldiers who were stationed at Fort Benning in 1932 is 

shown by something they did at Christmas time. It was an outstanding 

act of wholesale generosity and came from the enlisted men of several 

organizations on the post. By voluntarily giving up two full meals, 

one on Christmas and one on Monday, the soldiers made one thousand 

poverty-stricken people of Columbus happier on Monday, when the 

latter were served a meal consisting of a savory stew, bread, butter, 

jam, and coffee at two stations in the nearby city. The meals were 
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cooked at Fort Benning and transported to Columbus in rolling 

kitchens, where they were served by soldiers under the direction of 

the. Salvation Army. 
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CHAP1ER XII 

The Third Period of Construction 

1933 - 1939 

The first months of 1933 were marked b,y continued economies in 

the maintenance of the post. However, although the sum allotted for 

keeping $18,000,000 worth of buildings in repair had been cut from 

t500,000 to $100,000, money was still being authorized for construc

tion, particularly of a new barracks for the Special Units at Fort 

Benning and the 83d Field Artillery. 

The most newsworthy event of 1933 was the establishment of the 

Civilian Conservation Corps. They began arriving on May 2, when 400 

civilians were processes through a hastily set-up unit to which 80 

officers and enlisted men of the school troops were assigned. Fifty 

numbered companies were planned for the 10,000 civilians who passed 

through the area during the summer. Tent camps were constructed almost 

overnight and the CCC enrollees began work on numerous projects around 

the post. Of greater importance to the school than this sudden influx 

of men and boys was the demand made on the officer personnel of the 

army, and particularly the school, ~hen the army became responsible 

not only for organizing the recruits into units, but also for directing 

the entire organization. The army had to assemble approximately 300, 

000 men -- more than were enlisted during the Spanish-American War -

establish them in a series of small camps in various and often isolated 
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regions throughout the United States, and make adequate provision 

for their health, welfare, and administration, as well as direct the 

work on the projects assigned to each camp. 

To make available the maximum number of officers for this work, 

an early graduation was ordered at almost all service schools, in

cluding The Infantry School. On May 22, 69 of the 80 instructors at 

Fort Benning were sent on CCC duty to various parts of the country. 

The general exodus was partly responsible for the persistent rumor 

that, due to the gigantic task of handling the organization and super

vision of the CCC, army facilities would be taxed to such an extent that 

it would be impossible to continue to operate the service schools. 

Happily, the rumor turned out to be false, and a radio directive from 

the War Department in the latter part of June assured Colonel Munson, 

the Acting Commandant, that the service schools would be reopened in 

the fall. However, the fact that the West Point preparatory course 

would not be conducted as had been cutomary during the summer months 

caused considerable speculation as to whether these assurances would 

hold good. The service schools reopened, but the Chiefs of the Arms 

and Services were permitted to allot only 4% of their commissioned 

personnel as students as compared to 8% heretofore. 

Some of the officers and men did not like the CCC duty to which 

they were ordered. Their wives liked it even less. Their attitude was 

"we smiled when we said goodbye to our husbands when they went to the 
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border, and we smiled when we saw them off to France, but this is no 

laughing matter." Enlisted men were further irritated by the dif-

terence in pay that existed. General Douglas MacArthur, then Chief of 

Staff, was cognizant of this situation and in his annual report for 

1933 stated: 

There is, naturally, the sore spot rubbed up in the 
Army over the fact that an Army private's minimum pay is 
$17.85 a month, while a CCC man starts at $30, even if he 
does have to send most of it home. 

In the midst of the CCC fUror, on July 31, 1933, General Campbell 

King, -who had commanded The Infantry School since May 4, 1929, retired. 

His successor had not been named at that time, and Colonel Fred L. Munson 

assumed the duties of Acting Commandant. On September 1, 1933, 

Brigadier General George H. Estes arrived to take up his duties as 

Commandant. There had been a change in higher quarters also, when Major 

General Edward Croft succeeded Major General Stephen 0. Fuqua as Chief 

of Infantry. He visited The Infantry School on June 25. One of the 

many notable things about his visit was his request that all honors 

and ceremonies due his rank be dispensed with, as well as all unnecessary 

formality. This was not the first time that General Croft had been at 

Fort Benning. He had been a student in the Refresher Course in 1926, and 

had also visited the post as a member of the Plans and Training Section of the 

General Staff when he was on duty with that unit in Washington, D. C. 
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Less than half the number of students were ordered to Benning for 

training during 1933-34 than had attended the course the preceeding 
' 

year. The three principal courses -- the Advanced Course, Company 

Officers' Course, and Tank Course -- were scheduled to open on September 

5 with a total of 133 Regular Army students. The Tank Course was to 

be materially shortened to a 5 months' course. 

The civil service employees of the garrison and all military 

personnel on the post followed the remainder of the country in cutting 

down personal expenses as a 15% cut in the pay of all permanent Federal 

employees was directed by Congress. This pay cut was but one of the 

many econoiJIY measures taken by Congress in 1932 in its attempt to reduce 

federal expenditures to the minimum. 

The depression had a deadening effect on the activities of the 

school but, as has been already indicated, was a boon to the appearance 

of the post. Beca'U8e civilians needed employment, the WPA was set up; 

because many public buildings and works were required, the P«A was 

organized; and through these two agencies Fort Benning received an 

allotment of $6,352,000 for new construction. 

Dreams of Benning authorities for a modern post, equipped with 

modern barracks and quarters, as well as classrooms and shops, suddenly 

entered into the world of actualities. The plans of construction which 

had been pigeon-holed to await their turn in the passage of years, were 

dragged forth into the light of day. Contract after contract was let, 
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at the completion of which Benning would be ten years ahead of the plan 

of progress for the post. 

Signs of new construction made their appearance all over the 

reservation. A radio building, new noncommissioned officers quarters, 

officera quarters, a new incinerator, a permanent guardhouse, apartment 

buildings for married officers, and a new bridge of concrete and steel 

conetruction across the Upatoi, were soon underway. A large chapel, 

new hangars for the air corps, a heating plant for the tank section, 

tank shops and sheds, cart sheds for the 29th Infantry, a barracks unit 

for the 24th Infantry, a barracks for the Service Company of that 

regiment, and a new guardhouse and stables for the 8Jd Field Artillery, 

followed rapidly. Ordnance shops, a warehouse, a veterinary hospital, 

permanent quartere for medical corps personnel, a large building to 

house post headquarters and the academic department, apartments for 

bachelor officers, a new print shop, field officers' quarters, and a 

lighting system for the streets of the post rounded out the program. 

The formal beginning of the construction made possible by this 

fund took place on December 8, 1933, when General Estes broke the ground 

for the construction of 30 4-family apartment buildings for the housing 

of students. These buildings, constructed at a cost of $991,850, com

prised the largest single contract awarded during the construction program. 

Generally, all new construction was of the latest and most sub

stantial type. Quarters were built on concrete foundations, with a base-
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ment under the entire building. The hollow tile and brick walls, covered 

by stucco, were tinted a uniform Spanish buff, with dark red tile roof. 

Company officer quarters included a living room, dining room, study, 
-

hall, sunroom, and kitchen downstairs; with three bedrooms, two baths, 

and a large glassed-in sleeping porch upstairs. Servant quarters, 

heating plant, laundry, and storeroom were located in the basement. 

Field officers• quarters were generally of the same plan as company of-

ficers 1 quarters, except that they were slightly larger, and had four 

bedrooms, instead of three. Noncommissioned officers• quarters had a 

large front porch, living room, breakfast room, two bedrooms, and bath. 

Barracks construction was of the same general type as before, 

except that the new barracks were of the most modern pattern ever built 

in the army. Every known modern kitchen device 'fi8S incorporated, in-

eluding electric refrigeration. Electric drinking fountains were installed 

throughout the barracks. Kitchens had terrazzo floors and glazed tile 

walls. Squad rooms, recreation halls, noncommissioned officers' rooms, 

and hallways were covered with heavy linoleum. A new feature of Barracks 

3, 4, 5, and 6 was the dormer windows in the attic, which allowed a large 

additional squad room space in case of overflow or the necessity for 

furnishing greater floor space for each man. 

Among the buildings dedicated in 1934 were the three bachelor 

officer apartment buildings known as Lewis Hall, Greene Hall, and Collins 
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Hsll. The north building of the group was named in honor of the late 

Colonel Evans Elias Lewis, the central building in honor of the late 

Major General Henry A. Greene, and the south building in honor of the 

late Major General Edgar T. Collins. 

A new bridge was built over Upatoi Creek at the main entrance 

to the post. It spans the water at a height of 14 feet above the level 

of the old structure, and is supported on massive concrete pylons. 

The new bridge, which is constructed to serve railway, root, and ve

hicular traffic, eliminates the inconvenience caused by high water or 

floods such as the one on 1929 which cut off all communication with 

the city. 

On November 18, 1934, General Estes laid the cornerstone of the 

Post Chapel, which was completed on April 4, 1935. Both inside and out, 

this building, which was intended and equipped for use by the three 

major faiths, Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish, has exceptional beauty 

and grace. Its architecture is influenced by that of the Bull Street 

Presbyterian Church in Savannah, Georgia. 

The new Officers' Club building was opened to its members on July 

12, 1934, although it was not formally opened until the arrival of the 

new classes in the fall. Plans for the structure had been formulating 

as far back as 1924, when the Officers' Club was housed in a small frame 

structure crowsed among the classroom buildings. In 1931, $35,000 had 
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been collected for the construction fund. The club was expected to 

cost $50,000, but it was also supposed that construction of it would 

take some time - sufficient time in which to collect the balance of 

the money. When, in 1934, $60,000 of PV/A money assigned to the building 

of an officers' mess was added to the sum already collected, the 

Recreation Center Board had enough money to build what is now recognized 

as one of the most beautiful officers' clubs in the country. 

In 1934, classes were still being conducted in buildings of wooden 

and tar paper construction, and the school offices were housed in the 

antiquated frame buildings that were among the fir8t constructed on the 

post. These buildings offered a serious fire hazard to records of ex

treme importance. The $6,352,000 PWA allotment had provided the necessary 

funds to remedy this situation. The present Infantry School Building, 

one of the most important in the whole construction program, was pro-

vided for in these funds, and on July 12, 1935, was ready for occupancy. 

This structure, although only three stories high, has floor space 

equalling that of an average ten-story city office building. The original 

architectural plans were made by the celebrated firm of McKim, Meade, 

and White, but were later abandoned as being too ambitious. 
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The year 1935 saw the completion of the major portion of the 

permanent buildings on the post, but individual additions were made 

during the next two years. The permanent building for the Army Field 

Printing Plant and the Reproduction Plant was completed and occupied 

in October, 1937. Construction was begun on a new main theatre on May 

7, 1937. Like so many other permanent buildings on the post, it was 

constructed under authority of the PWA. Completed in September, 1938, 

it provided the post with an attractive, modern theatre with a seating 

capacity of 1,504 people. 

As a result of the extensive building program made possible by the 

WPA and the PWA during this period, there were for the first time suf

ficient quarters on the post for all officers and warrant officers and 

for all noncommissioned officers of the first three grades. Approximately 

34 officers, however, were still forced to live in temporary wooden 

apartments or small duplex houses. The situation for enlisted men of the 

school troops was not quite so happy. There was still a deficiency in 

housing capacity for 1,057 troops. 

General Croft visited the school on October 26, 1934, and in 

speaking of the latest infantry developments, reported that considerable 

progress had been made in both motorization and mechanization of the 

infantry. The new items included, in addition to motor equipment and 
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The structure was planned to house all the vital centers of The 

Infantry School, the instructors' offices, and the large lecture halls, 

each of which can accommodate about three hundred and fifty students. 

It is constructed of reinforced concrete and tile covered with stucco 

and decorated with Indiana limestone at the corners, under the eaves and 

windows, and in the pillars. The decoration above the main entrance was 

also carved from Indiana limestone. 

A GI-minded person connected with the construction of the edifice 

ordered it painted a shade something between buff and olive drab. When 

the supervising architect saw what had been done, he immediately ordered 

the contractor to repaint the entire building white, as stipulated in 

the contract. 

During the summer months of 1935, the move from the worn.frame 

buildings in the area near the flag pole to the new building was made. 

Among the first units to occupy new quarters was the Academic Department 

Library. Its collection, which then comprised approximately 13,000 

volumes, and now has double that amount, had its beginning in a collection 

of 1,725, which, prior to October 1918, had served the Infantry School 

of Arms at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. At Camp Benning it had first been housed 

in a frame building in the Academic Area, then, in 1928, was moved to 

the brick building now occupied by the banks and the Finance Department 

on Vibbert Avenue. In the new Infantry School Building, its reading room 

and stack room now occupy a large part of the second floor of the west 

wing. 
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tanks, the 81-mm mortar, the .50-caliber machine gun, the semi-

automatic rifle, and the light machine gun. He said that all of these 

except the light machine gun were obtainable in some quantity. Until 
....sh 

such time as the light machine gun ~ould be available, the Browning 

automatic rifle, with a newly designed bipod and butt plate, would be 

used instead. 

In line with this report was the announcement, in 1934, that an 

allQtment of $10,000,000 had been made to the War Department by the 

FWA to assist in putting the army on wheels -- modern wheels. In 

addition to this, funds provided in the 1935 appropriation made possible 

the acquisition of 147 new tanks. 

At the end of the fiscal year 1934-35, ·General Estes summarized 

the school year as follows: 

The past year has been an outstanding year in 
the history of The Infantry School. With the new 
permanent buildings and quarters completed and occupied 
during the year, the most urgent needs of the school 
have been met. The future should see an increase in 
morale, efficiency, and service. 

The success of the year was made possible through 
the earnest and conscientious effort and cooperation of 
all members of the command, and through the sympathetic 
and understanding help and advice of the War Department 
and the Chief of Infantry. 

The year 1934-1935 had been one of marked achievement for the 

War Department also. The National Defense Act of 1920 had prescribed 

an enlisted strength of 280,000 and an officers corps of 17,000 for the 

Regular Army. During the process of attrition following the year 1922, 

' 
- 163 -

~----------------------------- -------------------------------------~ 



the number of enlisted men had been reduced to 118,750. Since 1930, 

War Department reports to c·ongress had recommended that a strength of 

165,000 enlisted men for the Army was the absolute minimum consi stent 

with safety. Finally, in the appropriation bill for for 1936, the 

necessary congressional approval was accorded, and, on July 1, 1935, the 

recruiting of 46,250 additional men was begun. In June, Congress also 

increased the authorized number of cadets at The Military Academy from 

1,374 to 1,960, thus assuring a gradual expansion of the officers corps 

on an orderly and efficient basis. 

While the War Department had succeeded in starting the machinery 

to strengthen the army with personnel, it was still fighting to strengthen 

it with weapons. The infantry was still armed with the model 1903 

Springfield rifle. In fact, in almost every category of weapon, the 

types with which the army was supplied had been produced during or prior 

to the first World War. Since that time, experiments had produced models 

of greatly increased efficiency, but with one or two exceptions, none 

of these had been produced in usable quantities during the intervening 

years. 

The arming of personnel of The Infantry School with new weapons 

is recorded in a release published on August 24, 1934. It states: 

The new U.S. semi-automatic rifle which is now receiving 
its service test at Fort Benning under the direction of the 
Department of Experiment has been found to be highly efficient, 
and it is announced by authorities that within the next few 
weeks the entire 29th Infantry will be armed with this type of 
weapon, replacing the "Old Faithful" of Infantry rifles, the 
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Springfield. The adoption of this rifle, which fires 
semi-automatically at the rate of from 30 to 60 shots 
per minute -- giving it from 3 to 6 times more firing 
power than the Springfield -- will help make the infantry 
of the United States the most efficient on earth. It 
is gas operated, self-feeding and self-loading, and holds 
8 rounds of .30 caliber ammunition. 

As a phase of the army's progress toward modernization in 1935, 

the Chief of Staff approved plans for an extensive test of a new regi-

mental organization for the infantry. This was a continuation of the 

experiments made in 1929 and 1930, which had developed an experimental 

battalion never adopted by the army. The 29th Infantry, demonstration 

regiment of The Infantry School and the only war strength regiment in 

the army, was selected to conduct the experiments and tests from which 

the final conclusions were to be drawn. These experiments and tests, 

which began October 1, 1935, were of six month's duration. 

The Commandant of The Infantry School was charged with the conduct 

of the tests and with the development of an organization to eliminate 

or minimize such defects as should be revealed. He was directed to 

utilize any and all units and agencies stationed at Fort Benning, in 

addition to the 29th Infantry, in order that the tests should be ex-

haustive and lead to thoroughly sotmd conclusions. 

In the experimental battalion which was recommended, but not 

adopted, as a result of the tests in 1929-30, the fire power of the 

battalion bad been increased by adding a second machine-gun company to 

each battalion and a caliber .50 machine-gun platoon and a cannon platoon 

to the headquarters company. The increase in fire power in the battalion 
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was made at the expense of mobility, but it was felt that in the absence 

of semi-automatic and automatic small arms there was no other way of 

providing the necessary fire power. 

While the experimental battalion with its limited mobility was 

never adopted, many officers felt that even the then existing battalion, 

with its one machine-gun company, was dangerously lacking in mobility. 

The newly developed semi-automati~ rifle was felt by many to be the 

answer to that problem. 

Using the fire power of the model 1903 rifle as a basis for compari

son, a proposed rifle battalion of three rifle companies armed with semi

automatic and automatic rifles, and without a machine-gun company, had a 

total fire power of 972. The rifle battalion as then in Tables of 

Organization, armed with the Springfield rifle and including the machine

gun company, had a total fire power of only 699. The proponents of 

mobility were thus able to show that the new weapon would not only permit 

the elimination of the machine-gun company from the battalion, but also 

increase the battalion's fire power at the same time. 

The regimental organization adopted for experimental purposes in 

1935 by the War Department provided for three rifle battalions of three 

companies each, one special weapons battalion (motorized), a regimental 

headquarters and band, a headquarters company (motorized); and a service 

company (motorized). 

The four battalions were organized as follows: 
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SQUAD (rifle) - 6 men, 1 cpl (7 semi-automatic rifles). 

SQUAD (light MG)- 2 gunners, 4 ammunition carriers, 
1 cpl (2 Browning automatic rifles). 

SECTION - 2 rifle squads, 1 light machine-gun squad. 

PLATOON (rifle) - 2 sections. 

COMPANY (rifle) - 3 platoons. 

BATTALION (rifle) - headquarters detachment and 3 rifle 
companies. 

SFECIAL WEAPONS BATTALION (4th Bn~ - headquarters detach
ment, a mortar company of 3 platoons 

(2 81-mm mortars each), 3 cal •• JO machine
gun companies of 2 platoons each (4 MGs 
each), and a cal •• 50 machine-gun company 
of 3 platoons (4 MGs each). 

The teste of this new organization conducted by the 29th Infantry 

resulted in recommendations from the 29th Infantry, the Infantry Board, 

and the Academic Department of The Infantry School. There were serious 

differences of opinion among the three agencies making reports, but 

the Commandant felt that the weight of the evidence presented, as well 

as the opinion of the majority of the officers making the studies, 

tended to support the new organization. In his report to the Chief of 

Infantry, he recommended the adoption of the new organization with 

minor changes, chief of which was a modification of the organization of 

the rifle platoon. In his report, he stated that "it is believed that 

the light machine 'guns should be grouped in a two-squad section and the 
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rifle squads formed in two sections of two squads each. This organiza

tion of weapons simplifies the task or section leaders and affords a 

chance to take better advantage of the light machine gun." 

The new organization of the infantry regiment became the basis 

for all teaching at The Infantry School for the next several years. 

While it was never actually put into effect in all regiments in the 

United States, it did serve to direct continued thought toward the basic 

principles of infantry tactics. It succeeded, in part, in turning the 

eyes of officers away from the static conditions that existed during the 

first World War, toward new concepts of movement, and the•mobility 

necessary to movement. The development of new weapons and vehicles 

made the proposed organization obsolete before it could become effective 

throughout the army, but it served as a focal point stressing mobility 

during a period of transition. 

Progress in the construction program and in the program for the 

reorganization of the infantry regiment was paralleled by that in the 

Academic Department. With the exception of the addition of the Tank 

Courses, there had been no important changes in the curriculum for 

several years. In the school year 1934-35, however, a major change 

occurred. For some time it had been felt that the continuation of. both 

the Advanced Course and the Company Officers' Course placed an un

necessarily difficult administrative task on the Academic Department 

without compensating returns. The shrinking of the student body-brought 

about by army control of the CCC program had resulted in abnormally 
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r· small classes, and inasmuch as the programs for the two classes ap-

proximated each other, it was felt that they could be combined without 

sacrificing any of the merits of the earlier two class system. The 

new course, known as the Regular Course, and intended for officers 

in the Regular Army, began on September 4, 1934, and was continued 

annually thereafter until war developments in Europe led to another 

modification in the curriculum. 

The new course was designed to train officers in--

(1) Tactical duties, both command and staff, to 
include the infantry division. 

(2) Tactics and technique of other arms. 

(3) Combined employment of other arms. 

In addition to the Regular Course, The Infantry School continued 

to offer the Tank Course, the Refresher Course, the National Guard and 

Reserve Company Officers' Course, the National Guard and Reserve Tank 

Officers' Course, Communication Course (for enlisted men), and the 

Motor Mechanics' Course (for enlisted men). 

During the school year 1935-36, 327 officers and 131 enlisted men 

were graduated from the various courses at the school, a sizeable increase 

over the student body of the previous year. The courses were substantially 

the same as those of the year before, although the Regular Course was 

somewhat modified. The class was divided for a short period during the 

course, one-half studying signal communication and .the other half, motors. 

This modification proved to be unsatisfactory, and was not continued. 
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Several changes of command took place at the school. On July 22, 

1936, Colonel Charles W. Weeks, who had served as Assistant Commandant 

since 1932, was succeeded by Colonel Walter C. Short. Shortly thereafter, 

Colonel Short received his promotion to Brigadier General, and was 

succeeded, in February, 1937, by Colonel Charles F. Thompson. Brigadier 

General Asa L. Singleton succeeded Brigadier General Estes as Commandant 

on October 1, 1936. 

By the opening of the school year 1937-38, the introduction of 

new weapons and the uncertainty that existed in world affairs had 

forced additional changes in the Regular Course. The course in rifle 

marksmanship was changed, with the Ml substituted for the Model 1903 

Springfield. Additional hours were also added to the periods of instruc

tion devoted to mortars and to the 37-mm gun. The time devoted to tactics 

was modified by including problema which emphasized field engineering, 

supply and evacuation, and signal communication. Of particular importance 

was the addition to the course of the subject of mobilization and training. 

Not only was the critical world situation reflected in the courses 

taught at The Infantry School, but also in the recommendations of the 

Infantry Board and the Assistant Commandant to the Chief of Infantry. 

On February 6, 1939, an Infantry Board recommendation, concurred in by 

the Assistant Commandant, suggesting the initiation of a program for 

training radio operators and tank mechanics in large numbers, was sent to 

the Chief of Infantry. The object of s~ch a school as stated in the 

recommendation, was to: 
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struction in the tactics of the machine-gun company, the mortar company, 

and antitank company added. The time devoted to the tactics of small 

units, such as the rifle platoon and company, was increased, and that 

devoted to instruction in the tactics of the brigade decreased. Instruc

tion in pistol, grenades, and bayonet was eliminated. The map reading, 

machine-gun indirect laying, machine-gun combat practice, machine-gun 

mechanical training and drill, automatic rifle, and rifle antiaircraft 

courses were reduced. The course in signal communication was revised; 

code practice was eliminated in this course since it was covered in the 

Advanced Communication Course. The military history course was modified 

by assigning subjects for research that pertained to the regiment and its 

component parts. These subjects were to be presented in conjunction with 

tactical instruction of the same nature. In the Tank Course, the engine, 

communication, tactics, and gunnery courses were reduced and the preventive 

maintenance, second echelon maintenance, and convoy operation courses in

creased. The Advanced Communication Course was a new course. The Refresher 

Course for Sergeant Instructors on duty with the National Guard was changed. 

The time devoted to weapons and minor tactics was curtailed to permit con

current instruction with the Regular Course. Other changes in this course 

were an increase in the hours allotted to signal communication, map and 

aerial photograph reading, and drill and command training. 
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Supply adequately trained replacements for 

Regular Army and National Guard Units. 

Establish a resevoir of infantry radio 
operators and tank mechanics prior to mobilization. 

·Establish a model unit of the mobilization 
school system to function prior to and be susceptible 
of ready expansion after mobilization. 

On l~rch 13, 1939, it was further recommended that additional in-

structors and facilities be furnished so that 200 tank mechanics and 

420 radio operators could be trained each school year. Neither re-

commendation, however was approved at this time. 

During the year 1938-39, there were on duty at The Infantry School 

76 officer instructors, including department heads, and 80 enlisted 

instructors. There were 25 students in the Refresher Course, 110 in 

the Regular Course, 33 in the Tank Course, 10 in the Advanced Communica

tion Officers' Course, and 181 in the National Guard and Reserve Officers' 

Course. Enlisted students at the school included 37 in the Refresher 

Course for Sergeant Instructors on Duty with the National Guard, 64 

in the Communication Course, 60 in the Motor Mechanics' Course, and 13 

in the Horseshoers' Course. A total of 359 officers and 174 enlisted men 

were students at the school. 

With the exception of a few minor changes, the program of in-

struction followed that of the previous year. A 52-hour motor maintenance 

course was introduced into the Regular Course. Instruction in the tactics 

of the 4th battalion of the proposed infantry regiment was eliminated, and in-
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CHAPTER XIII 

The Last Troubled Years of Peace 

1939 - 1941 

The opening of the school year 1939-40 coincided with the open-

ing of the second World War. While the first years of the war on the 

Western Front were mistake.vly being referred to as the "Phoney War" 

or the ttSitz Krieg," for military personnel throughout the world they 

marked a period of feverish preparation. Thoughtful men in all nations 

realized that a war of long duration must eventually encompass every 

major power in the world, and American military leaders, although hope-

ful that this country might be spared the suffering resulting from 

participation in such a war, were nevertheless making every provision 

for our national safety commensurate with the limited funds and personnel 

immediately available. 

That The Infantry School, the. training center of the largest 

of the arms and services, should play a predominant role in the movement 

for military preparedness was recognized by all. Should war come, the 

infantry, for the first time in American military history, would have 

its own school from which would flow a never ending stream of competent 

and well-trained officers and enlisted specialists to lead and staff our 

armies. 

The reorganization of the courses of instruction offered to the 

students at The Infantry School in September 1939 was not a wartime 

reorganization, but a plan which took into account the new organization 
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of the infantry division and associated arms which had gone into effect 

late in the spring of that year. Since the reorganization left the 

fundamentals of infantry tactics intact, no substantial remodeling of 

the methods of instruction was planned. However, the new divtsion or-

ganization was used as a background for all instruction. The new drill 

regulations, which had been developed at the school by the 29th Infantry, 

became effective throughout the army on September 1, 1939. Motorization, 

mechanization, and the development of new weapons caused changes in the 

sections of the school dealing with military logistics and weapons. 

These sections were prepared to teach not only the technique of 

handling the army's weapons and transport, including the infantry's 

recently produced antitank gun, new tanks, and cross-country trucks, but 

also how to take full advantage of the characteristics of these improved 

weapons and the means of transport which gave them their battle values. 

Other sections combined technique and characteristics, logistically and 

tactically, into exercises illustrating the advantages gained by the 

most recent advances in mechanization and motorization. 

Illustrative of the trend was the schedule of the Regular Course, 

in which 428 of the 1,234 hours were devoted to instruction in motors 

and weapons, including tanks. Another large block -- 186 hours -- was 

devoted to the study of supply and troop movement, of maps and aerial 

photographs, mobilization, terrain 'appreciation, combat intelligence, 

and combat orders. The study of the coordination of the activities of 

infantry with the other arms most closely associated with it in battle 
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was allotted 52 hours, and the study of military history the same 

number. This latter course, as in former years, was planned to 

culminate in the individual preparation and presentation of a monograph 

on & historical subject. 

The remaining 516 of the total of 1,234 hours were to be devoted to 

instruction in the following subjects: preparation and solution of 

tactical problems; map problems; maneuvers; offensive and defensive 

combat of all units up to and including the infantry regiment; animal 

management and transportation; signal communication; hasty field forti

fication; medical service; employment of engineers; efficiency reports; 

and scouting and patrolling. In the entire schedule for the course, a 

total of 10 hours was allotted to lectures, 374 to conferences, 141 to 

demonstrations, 536 to practical work, and 173 to graded tests. 

An increase of 63 students and 435 instructional hours in the 

Tank Section of the school during the year 1939-1940 taxed the facilities 

of the section to such a degree that urgent recommendations were sub

mitted by the Commandant to the Chief of Infantry for the expansion of 

both its facilities and personnel. Also urgently recommended was retention 

of the nine-month Tank Course for officers which had been in effect since 

1936-1937, but which the Chief of Infantry proposed to shorten to four 

and one-half months, with two or more courses being given each year. It 

was stated that the existing facilities would permit only one nine months 

course for tank officers, rather than two four and one-half months courses; 

two three months courses for motor mechanics; and two four and one-half 

months courses for tank mechanics. The two last-named classes were to be 
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combined for the first three months. 

The buildings of the Tank Section, which had been constructed in 

1932, bad been adequate for the needs of that period. Although the in

struction had been increased in 1936 and the classes materially increased 

in 1939, there had been no increase in floor space or instructional 

personnel. Three additional brick buildings, later connected by a fourth, 

and of the same design as other buildings used by the section, were com

pleted by the summer of 1940. Two of the new buildings were used for 

classrooms, the third for a lecture hall, and the fourth for offices. 

After much discussion, the Commandant's recommendations for the 

conduct of courses in the Tank Section were approved and estimates were 

quickly prepared for new construction. The decision to move the school's 

tank activities to Fort Knox, Kentucky, was reached in the summer of 

1940, and with it began the making of new plans for what is now known as 

the Automotive Section of The Infantry School. 

On September 8, 1939, just one week after the outbreak of the war 

in Europe, President Roosevelt proclaimed a state of limited national 

emergency. The school had been in regular session for just a week. 

The executive order which immediately followed the proclamation provided 

for the purchase of approximately twelve million dollars' worth of motor 

transportation, and for increases in Army, Navy, and Marine Corps man

power within peacetime authorization. The Regular Army was authorized to 
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increase as rapidly as possible from its then strength of 21~000 enlisted 

men to 227,000, and· the National Guard from 190,000 to 235,000. This 

order affected The Infantry School in that a total of 344 men was added 

to the school troops. The 29th Infantry received an increase of 222, 

the 2nd Battalion of the 66th Infantry 103, and Company F, 67th Infantry, 

19. 

Confidential advance instructions were received by The Infantry 

School from the War Department on October 3, 1939, followed by confirming 

orders, on November 9, 1939, to terminate the Regular Course at the school 
0 

by February 1, 194;. The reasons for curtailing the schedule were the 
A 

increasing demand for training more National Guard and Reserve Officers 

and enlisted specialists -- the quota for whose courses was to be in

creased 100% in the first case and 200% in the second case -- the demand 

for the services of officers with new units of the Regular Army which 

were in the process of organization, and the opportunities afforded 

young officers, then students, for command under field conditions with 

units that were to engage in extended maneuvers during the winter and 

following spring. The early termination of the Regular Course made 

approximately 170 Regular Army officers available for these du~ies. 

The Regular Course and Tank Course were condensed on November 1, 

1939, so as to graduate the classes on February 1, 1940, approximately 

eighteen weeks prior to the regular graduation date. The members of 

the Regular Course were attached to units of the First Division, then 

at Fort Benning, for field maneuvers held during the last two days of 
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January, 1940. The students of the Tank Course were attached to tank 

units for these maneuvers. The National Guard and Reserve Officers' 

Class was increased from 181 to 377 officers, and attended field maneuvers 

with units of the IV Corps from April 15 to April 26. The National 

Guard and Reserve Officers' Tank Course was held for the first time 

since 1937. All members were attached to units of the Tank Provisional 

Brigade for the IV Corps maneuvers. 

Information was received from the War Department that after the 

conclusion of the first session of the Sergeant Instructors' Course, this 

course should be discontinued until 1945. There was an increase from 

80 to 134 students in the Regular Army and National Guard Enlisted 

Men's Communication Course. In previous years, the Tank Mechanics' Course 

and Automotive Mechanics' Course had been combined for the first five 

months of a seven and one-half months course, the automotive mechanics 

graduating after five months, and the tank mechanics continuing for an 

additional two and one-half months. This year, the classes were separated, 

with each class attending a three months course. Two tank mechanics courses 

and two automotive mechanics courses were conducted during the school year. 

A special two-weeks Refresher Course for. commanding generals of National 

Guard units and their staffs was started on December 7, 1940. Two of these 

courses were held during the school year. 
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At the end of the year, the authorized strength of ~he Infantry 

School was 159 officers on the staff and faculty and 1,396 enlisted 

men in the Infantry School Detachment and Student Training Battalions. 

During the year 1939-1940, there was a total of 910 graduates. 

114 students graduated from the four and one-half months Regular Course, 

35 from the four and one-half months Tank Course, 9 from the four and one

half months Advanced Communication Course, 377 from the three months 

National Guard and Reserve Officers' Course, 10 from the three months 

National Guard and Reserve Tank Officers' Course, 33 from the three 

months Sergeant Instructors' Course, 134 from the three months Communica

tion Course for Regular Army and National Guard Enlisted Men, 35 each 

from the two three months Automotive Mechanics' Courses, and 5 each from 

the four months Basic and two months Advanced Horseshoers' Course. 

Construction and general improvement had continued steadily during 

1939. The largest construction item of the year was the new field artillery 

barracks unit, known as Barracks No. 7, which was completed on October 20. 

The new Bakers and Cooks School building was completed in August. A 

detention barracks, a new fire etation, three new warehouses, and a million

gallon steel water tank were among the other important new improvements on 

the post. 

In spite of all the new construction, housing space became almost as 

crowded as it had been during the 1920's, when The Infantry School lacked 

sufficient quarters for its instructors and students. The following school 

troop units, some of which had been at Benning since its establishment, 
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some of which had recently been activated, and some of which were activated 

on October 20, 1939, were stationed at Fort Benning: 

29th Infantry 
2d Battalion, 8)d Field Artillery (two batteries, 

horsedrawn, . one battery, motorized) 
2d Battalion, 66th Infantry (Light Tanks) 
2d Battalion, 67th Infantry {Medium Tanks) 
24th Infantry 
Detachment, 16th Observation Squadron 
48th Quartermaster Regiment 
34th Quartermaster Regiment 
4th Medical Battalion 
21st Engineers 
Company A, 4th Engineer Battalion 
Chemical Warfare Unit 
Headquarters, Headquarters Detachment and Head

quarters Company, IV Corps 
Various Ordnance and Signal Corps personnel 

The Academic Department consisted of the 86 officers of the staff 

and faculty and 410 enlisted men of The Infantry School Detachment on duty 

with the following: 

Book Shop 
Reproduction Plant 
Publications Committee 
First Section (Tactics} 
Second Section (Supply, Logistics, Map Reading, etc) 
Third Section (Weapons) 
Communication Section 
Tank Section 
Infantry School Stables 

In connection with the War Department plan b,y which five regular 

army divisions were to be given extensive field training during the winter 

months, culminating in large scale maneuvers involving corps troops, Fort 

Benning was selected as the initial concentration point of the 1st Division, 
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whose component parts had been scattered among army posts in the North-

east. These divisions were created through the reorganization of the 

old, incomplete square divisions into five new-type triangular divisions. 

When ~he let ~~~~~n, cRm111anded b7 Major General Walter C. Short, 
AM~ ~ -~, tqlf~ -~ 

arrived for maneuver~and The Infan~ry School Troops and other troops ~ 

stationed at Fort Benning were recruited up to full strength, the total 

military population of the post was approximately 16,000. 

Work on the preparation of a camp site and other facilities for 

the let Division had started some weeks prior to the arrival of the first 

increment of troops. The camp was located in the Kissick Pond area, south 

of the junction of the Cusseta Highway and the 1st Division Road, and ap

proximately 10 miles from the post proper. Most of its training was 

conducted in that part of the reservation lying east of the Cusseta 

Highway. Provisions for an ample. supply of water were made (800 soldiers 

of the 29th Infantry temporarily traded their rifles for picks and shovels 

to dig a ditch for the water main), wooden kitchens and latrines were 

constructed, and construction of tent frames sufficient to house ap-

proximately 8,500 men had been started when the first contingent of the 

division, 2,000 strong, arrived on October 28 . Included in this first 

increment was an engineer battalion which helped to prepare camp facilities 

for those yet to come. By the end of November, the entire division was 

occupying its tent city. Shortly thereafter, and continuing throughout 
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the fall and winter, it held extensive maneuvers, which, on several 

occasions, were participated in by the staff and faculty of The Infantry 

School, and by the post and school troops. 

In conjunction with the plans for expansion of the school, two 

new tank battalions were formed by War Department orders on January 12, 

19A0. They were the 1st and 2d Battalions of the 68th Infantry (Light 

Tanks). 

Approximately 2,500 officers and men were then in tank organizations 

at Fort Benning preparing to begin the four months of intensive field 

training in mass tank tactics. Two-thirds of this number had arrived on 

the reservation a short time previously under War Department orders 

which had directed a concentration at Fort Benning at all tank units in 

the United States, except one company at Fort Lewis, Washington. The 

remainder were members of tank organizations permanently stationed on 

the post. 

Except for one company,which was not due to arri ve until February, 

the concentration at Fort Benning was completed by the middle of January, 

When the last of 250 tanks and 200 other motor vehicles were unloaded from 

the trains. The remainder of the motor vehicles and most personnel came 
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overland in motor convoys. The tank units were established in a base 

camp near that of the 1st Division. This camp was prepared by the 21st 

Engineers. 

The 4th Antitank Battalion, the first to be created in the United 

States Army, was activated at Fort Benning on January 1, 1940, under the 

command of Lieutenant Colonel Leven C. Allen. Shortly thereafter, it 

was redesignated the 94th Antitank Battalion. Formation of the new 

battalion, entirely antitank, was a recognition of the growing importance 

of mechanization in the modern army. The battalion, numbering approxi

mately 22 officers and 400 enlisted men, consisted of a headquarters 

company and three tank destroyer companies equipped with the new 37-mm 

antitank guns. The nucleus of the enlisted personnel, 62 noncommissioned 

officers and 211 privates, was furnished by the 29th Infantry. During 

the summer, the battalion became a part of the school troops. 

Other UNlb, including the 5th Division, under Major General 

Clement A. Trott, which camped east of the Cusseta Road from Harmony 

Church to the Hourglass Road, the 6th Division, under Major General 

Campbell B. Hodges, which camped along the Jamestown Road south of what 

is now 8th Division Road, and the 34th Infantry, from Fort George G. 

Meade, Maryland, arrived early in 1940 to take part in the spring maneuvers. 

Post and school troops~ as well as the staff and faculty of the school, 

participated in the maneuvers. 
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A construction program involving the expenditure of over half a 

million dollars was announced in April, 1940. Included were road 

improvements - particularly the hard surfacing of the 1st Division Road 

sewage disposal projects, and the building of numerous cantonment type 

wooden buildings to house the additional troops which had been assigned 

to the post for permanent station since the start of the army expansion 

program. It was hoped that this program would be completed by June • 

Another large increase in the post's population occurred a few 

months later, when a majority of the units of the newly reorganized 4th 

Division and a general service engineer organization arrived at the post. 

Incoming units of the 4th Division numbered approximately 3,200 officers 

and men. The engineers had a strength of 700 officers and men. 

It was announced in May, 1940, that headquarters of the division 

would be at Fort Benning, and that the 29th Infantry and the let Battalion, 

SJrd Field Artillery, would be included among its units. Two additional 
' 

battalions were to be assigned to the 8Jrd Field Artillery to complete 

the organization of that regiment. One of these, the 2d Battalion, was 

already at Fort Bragg; the other was to be formed from the 2d Battalion, 

Jrd Field Artillery, at Fort Sheridan, Illinois. 

The elements of the 4th Division assigned to Fort Benning were: 

Division Headquarters, Headquarters Company, Military Police Company, 

4th Signal Company, 8th Infantry, 22d Infantry, 20th Field Artillery, 4th 

Engineer Battalion, 4th Quartermaster Battalion, and 5th Medical Battalion. 
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These were located in the area bounded by the Cusseta, Jamestown, and 

Hourglass Roads. 

The 4th Division headquarters were near Harmony Church Cemetery, 
' 

occupying the large log cabin constructed some years before as headquarters 

for one of the CCC camps. Nearby were the cantonment barracks of the 

4th Signal Company, the 4th Reconnaissance Troop, and the 4th Uilitary 

Police Company, which occupied the old CCC barracks and overflowed into 

a large pyramidal tent area. There were to be ~ny changes in the 

composition of this division before it left the post in December, 1941. 

Nearly every branch of the army was represented in the concentra-

tion of troops which actively participated in the final phase of the IV 

Corps maneuvers held in the area in the spring of 1940. These maneuvers 

were the culmination of a series of four exercises which provided staff 

officers, as well as War Department observers, with considerable data 

on the organization and employment of mechanized and motorized forces. 

The use of the newly-organized 4th Antitank Battalion as well as the 

employment of other forms of antimecbanized defenses, was closely checked, 

and the results evaluated. Upon the completion of the IV Corps maneuvers, 

the 45,000 troops, including some of those known as school troops, went 

to Louisiana and Texas to participate in the Third Army maneuvers. In 

these maneuvers, in which the complexities of a war of movement and the 
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coordination of both air and ground weapons were examined, two armies 

aggregating 450,000 men carried on a simulated warfare over 40,000 

square miles of terrain covering portions of 4 states. 

The changes in the military situation during the last months of 

1939 and the first part of 1940 resulted in additional changes in the 

program of The Infantry School. Earlier plans for the continuation of 

the normal cnurses without major change were scrapped on June 6, 1940, 

when the Commandant received from Major General Lynch, Chief of Infantry, 

notification of major changes in the training program. The 9 months 

courses were to be discontinued, and short courses of from 3 to 4t 

months duration were to take their place. It was further planned that as 

one short class graduated, another would follow immediately, so that in-

struction would be continuous throughout the year. The new courses were 

designed to increase rapidly the number of trained officers and specialists 

for the ever expanding army. 

Five days after receiving the new instructions from the Chief of 

Infantry, the curriculum for the coming year was tentatively established. 

In August, however, the curriculum was changed so that all courses would 

be of thirteen weeks duration. The revised schedule provided for the 

following classes: 

Rifle and Heavy Weapons Company Officers' Class, to consist of 

400 students. The first class was to begin on August lS, 1940, the 

second on September 18, and the third on December 13. Thereafter, a new 

class was begun each month so that three classes were in session 
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simultaneously. Effective with class number 10, which reported in 

June, 1940, the strength of each class was reduced to 200, and the 

number of classes doubled. This resulted in having 6 classes in this 

course in session at a time. 

Battalion Commanders' and Staff Officers' Class opened with its 

first group of 91 students on October 9, 1940. A new class was to re

port every month thereafter, resul~ing in having 3 classes in this course 

in session at a time. 

Officers' Communication Course, with 32 students scheduled for 

the original class, actually began with 58 students on October 9, 1940. 

Thereafter, a new class reported each month, the number of students 

varying with each class, and with 3 classes in session at a time. 

Of.ficers 1 Motor Maintenance Course, with lo6 students enrolled, 

opened on November 20. The second class in this course did not r aport 

until April 20, 1941. Beginning in August, 1941, the classes were en

rolled at the rate of one per month, with a peak of 3 classes of 100 

students each in session at one time. 

Enlisted Radio Operators' Course opened with its first class of 

110 students on October 14, 1940. Additional classes reported at the 

rate of one every six weeks thereafter. 

Enlisted Motor Mechanics' Course began on July 10, 1940, with 

a class o.f 97 students. Throughout the .fall and winter of 1940-41, 

classes reported at the rate of 5 every three months. In May 1941, the 

number was increased to 3 classes per month, with 9 classes in school at 

a time. 
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By the late spring of 1941, there were 26 classes in continuous 

session at The Infantry School, with a fluctuating student body of ap

proximately 3,200. 

In setting up these courses - the first regular sessions held 

during the summer months in the twenty-two years of the school's exist

ence - it was necessary to augment the existing housing, messing, and 

classroom facilities. To meet this need initially, the tented ROTC 

area on Gordon Field, together with surplus space in existing barracks, 

was used. 

Plans were underway for immediate construction involving the ex

penditure of over a million and a quarter dollars. Not included in this 

program was provision for the shelter of personnel of the 2d Armored 

Division, which the War Department had only recently announced would be 

organized for station at Fort Benning. This was the second large-scale 

building involving the construction of cantonment type buildings at the 

post. Just completed was the half-million dollar construction program 

which provided cantonment type shelter for tank, antitank, and engineer 

units. Included in the latest program were cantonment type barracks 

and other facilities for units of the 4th Division, the 27th Bombardment 

Group, and the 7lst Engineer Company. Construction for the 4th Division 

was in the area which had been occupied by the 1st Division and other 

units during the spring maneuvers. 

The 27th Bombardment Group of the Air Corps was waiting for its 
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necessary housing and operating facilities to be provided before its 70 

officers, 500 enlisted men, and 70 airplanes should be moved to Fort 

Benning from Barksdale Field, Louisiana. The 7lst Engineers, a light 

ponton engineer organization, was activated at Fort Benning on July 1, 

1940. 

No additional family quarters were planned in this construction 

program. Temporary officers quarters, without accomModations for families, 

were to be constructed to the full authorized strength of units. Many 

student officers were quartered in the barracks in Block 21, which had 

been constructed as temporary quarters shortly after the post was es-

tablished. 

By December 1940, the first school housing unit, which consisted 

of barracks, mess halls, orderly and supply rooms, and classrooms, was 

completed on Glenn and Gordon Fields north of Yeager Avenue. The ad-

ditional officer and enlisted personnel required to administer and mess 

these classes was formed into three separate Student Training Battalions. 
1 

Of paramount importance to the enlargement of the school' s in-

structional activities were the school troops. A report prepared for the 

Assistant Commandant on July 15, 1940, stated that the minimum require-

menta for school troops for the month of August, assuming that the size 

of the classes and the character and scope of instruction would be ap

proximately the same as for July, were: 1 infantry regiment (war 

strength); 1 battalion of motorized field artillery (war strength); 1 

battalion of light tanks; 1 company of medium tanks; detachments of signal 
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medical, engineer, and chemical warfare personnel; 1 observation flight; 

and 1 quartermaster truck company. 

Since the elimination of the infantry brigade, instruction in the 

school had been based generally on the triangular division, and speci

fically on the reinforced combat team. It was, therefore, essential that 

students should be given an opportunity actually to see and work with 

such a team. Although the entire war strength combat team was not used 

every day for instruction, a great part of it was usually employed. For 

example, on the first of two typical instructional days, the officers of 

one battalion of the 29th Infantry were on a terrain reconnaissance 

prior to a rehearsal. The troops of another battalion were giving 

demonstrations and furnishing enlisted men as assistant instructors to 

small instructional groups of the rifle companies of the filler replace

ment classes. The antitank platoon was required for instruction in the 

37-mm antitank gun. On the second day, one battalion of the 29th Infantry 

was on a rehearsal for a battalion in the march and attack, while a 

second furnished demonstration troops. Field artillery and engi~eers were 

also required for this demonstration. The light tank battalion, with a 

medium company attached, was called upon for a demonstration of one-half 

day, the tanks having previously rehearsed. The regimental and battalion 

communication sections of the 29th Infantry were being utilized by the 

communication group. To furnish the war strength infantry units required 

for such work necessitated the reinforcement of the two battalions being 

- 190 -



( 

used. This reinforcement came from the remaining third battalion. Thus, 

the use of substantially the entire 29th Infantry was required day after 

day. In.addition to transportation for troop requirements, transporta

tion had to be made available to haul supplies and equipment to the 

ranges and the various places of instruction. For example, trucks had 

to be made available to haul the 37-mm guns from the storage shed to 

the range during firing and during the other days of instruction. 

During the month of July 1940, there was an increase of between 

1,000 and 1,500 in the military population of the post. The 83rd Field 

Artillery, the 1st Battalion of which had been stationed at the post 

almost continuously since The Infantry School had been established in 

its present location, was transferred from the 4th Division, of which 

it had recently become a part, to the 8th Division, at Camp Jackson, 

South Carolina. The 29th Field Artillery was formed to take its place 

in . the 4th Division. The 2d Battalion, 6th Field Artillery, was 

transferred from Fort Hoyle, Maryland, to Fort Benning, to become the 

training cadre of the new 29th Field Artillery. Also newly constituted 

at the post were the following units: the 87th Engineer Battalion, a 

heavy ponton organization; the Jrd Evacuation Hospital; the 31st Heavy 

Maintenance Ordnance Company; a reconnaissance unit for the 4th Division; 

and a tank truck company, designated as Company A, 23rd Quartermaster 

Regiment. 

One of the most important events in July, 1940, was the activation 
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of the 2d Armored Division. On June JO, Brigadier General Charles L. 

Scott was designated_ by the War Department as its commander with 

headquarters at Fort Benning. In order to organize the division, re-

designation and transfer of units was put into effect on July 15, 1940. 

Fort Benning became a gathering place for the units, although it was not 

intended to use The Infantry School's facilities for the Armored Force 

any longer than necessary. A letter from The Adjutant General, dated 

July 10, 1940 states: 

For the time being, the Tank School of ~he Infantry 
School at Fort Benning, Georgia, will be used for in
struction of officers and enlisted men of the Armored 
Force. At such times as the Chief of the Armored Force 
decrees it necessary, he is authorized to establish a suitable 
school at Fort Knox, Kentucky, and to request the transfer 
from Fort Benning, Georgia, of equipment and personnel used 
exclusively in tank instruction. 

A War Department directive of the same date, July 10, 1940, created 

"for service test an Armored Force to include all armored corps and GHQ 

reserve tank units." 

In the latter part of July, Brigadier General Adna R. Chaffee, 

Chief of the Armored Force, visited The Infantry School to discuss the 

problems arising from the presence of the 2d Armored Division at the post 

and the proposed transfer to Fort Knox, Kentucky, of that part of the 

Tank Section devoted to tank instruction. It was decided to transfer 

the equipment, but to share the instructor personnel between the two 

schools. 
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In November, 1940, the Armored Force School was activated at 

Fort Knox. The 2d Armored Division, however, remained at Fort Benning 

for over two years. During that time it grew from the outline of a 

division created by an idea to a powerful striking force. Its strength 

increased many times over as it acquired new personnel and new equipment. 

Some of this equipment had not even been in production at the time of 

the organization of the division. 

The 20th Engineer Regiment, a combat unit, was reactivated at 

Fort Benning on June 1 and it was assigned to the IV Army Corps. 

Soon after September 14, 1940, Congress passed the Selective Service 

and Training Act. In effect, the passage of this act provided for an 

army to consist of 1,400,000 men, of whom 500,000 were to be members of 

the Regular Army, 270,000 of the National Guard, and 630,000, selectees, 

members of the Army of the United States. This was, however merely 

an enlarging of our peacetime army. The people and their representatives 

in Congress still could not see that events in Europe were the core of a 

spreading war which was to become world wide within the next 15 months. 

r In the summer of 1940, plans for a further physical expansion of 

; The Infantry School were being formulated. 
~ 

On August 19, it was recommend-

ed that options be secured on the balance of Chattahoochee County and on 
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fifty to sixty thousand acres in Alabama south of Fort Mitchell. A 

board was formed consisting of Colonel Walter s. Fulton, Major S~muel 

L. Buracker, and Major Thomas J. Cross, with 1st Lt. Joseph W. Stil~ell, 

Jr., as recorder without vote. This board functioned from the 6th of 

September to the 5th of October and secured in that time recommendations 

as to land requirements from the Academic Department, the 2d Armored 

Division, the 4th Division, the Infantry Board, and the Air Corps 

detachment at Lawson Field. The boa~ recommended that 223,700 acres of 

land for maneuvers be purchased outright at a cost of approximately $4, 

106,000. The required land was mapped into tracts, tract 1 consisting 

of Chattahoochee County, Georgia, tracts 2a and 2b consisting of parts 

of Muscogee County, Georgia, tract 3 consisting of part of Stewart County, 

Georgia, and tract 4 consisting of part of Russell County, Alabama. 

Even before the board had been formed, some patriotic and some 

money-seeking citizens of the areas surrounding the reservation had been 

preparing for the expansion they were certain would take place. Offers 

to sell or lease land or to do anything to help the government poured in. 

In July, 1940, mass meetings were held in Russell County, to organize 

the citizens into what was later called "The Russell County Citizens 

Committee For The Expansion Of Fort Benning Into Russell County, Alabama." 

During the entire time of the expansion, the claims and suggestions of 

the leaders of the committee were presented to everyone connected with 

the purchase of the land in that area. As it happened, the land in 

- 194 -



( 

Russell County was vitally needed by the expanding school, and wa~ 

eventually moved from fourth to first place in priority. 

The fir~t money appropriated for the acquisition of new land for 

the reservation was not made available until after the new year. One 

million dollars, in lieu of the recommended four million two hundred and 

fifty thousand, was appropriated for the purchase of 54,200 acres, in

cluding 10,250 acres in Alabama. This paring of the area designated as 

essential to the needs of The Infantry School cut off Bradley's Landing. 

This action was heatedly protested by the school staff and when the 

directive was received which, in effect, allowed the acquisition of 

whatever land was required as long as the total expenditure did not 

exceed one million dollars, the area known as Bradley's Landing was 

placed in the first priority. 

The Chief of the Regional Land Acquisition Division, Soil Conserva

tion Service, Department of Agriculture, was put in charge of the project 

in April, 1941, and events proceeded rapidly toward the desired con

clusion. Condemnation proceedings on the 8 tracts of land in Alabama 

totaling 11,722.11 acres were filed on June 21, 1941. This area was ready 

for occupancy by July 15. Because of the unwillingness of the landowners 

to come to purchase agreements with the Land Acquisition Division, almost 

all of the new land had to be acquired by condemnation or "declaration of 
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taking'proceedings. In July, the 1,306.41 acres in Muscogee County 

were condemned and were made available as of August 5. The following 

week, Priority #2, consisting of 3,040.49 acres in Muscogee County, was 

turned over to the War Department by condemnation and option acceptance. 

The property owners were permitted to occupy this land until December 1, 

in order to harvest their crops. 

The acquisition of land for the military reservation entailed 

much more than merely buying or condemning property belonging to farmers. 

On the area which was soon to be used for military purposes were churches, 

schools, power lines, a convent belonging to the Missionary Servants of 

the Most Blessed Trinity, and a seemingly endless succession of partially 

public properties. Like the old reservation, the new area contained many 

cemeteries. These were made inactive in August, 1941, although civilians 

were still to be allowed to visit and tend the graves. The purchase of 

the new land was disturbing also to historical research that was in 

progress in the state. Permission was asked and granted for a group of 

archaeologists to continue their explorations and excavations to recover 

Indian relics. 

By October 1, 1941, it was realized that the one million dollare 

appropriated by Congress for the purchase of 54,200 acres would not be 

-sufficient to acquire that much land. Total appraisals already amounted 

to approximately 1800,000, and as yet appraisals had not been made of 

the 10,000 acres in northeastern Muscogee County. Some 2,000 to 2,500 

acres had already been eliminated from the approved purchase areas, and 

;J3Jn ~ ~:J '/4 ~h. ~ <;. t<l 
h-1> o.-<.JW l.u'" q ~ p f.v.e.. ~ ~ 
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it seemed certain that either more mone~ would have to be appropriated 

or the proposed size of the reservation would have to be trimmed. 

Even though no definite assurance of further appropriations was 

forthcoming, the Land Acquisition Division proceeded about its business, 

and by the end of October was able to report that about 15,000 acres 

in Priority #4, Area 1, Chattahoochee County, had been legally trans-

ferred to the War Department through acceptance of option in direct 

purchase cases and through condemnation. Declarations of Taking were 

filed on October 17 and October 20, 1941. 

There were two principal reasons for the necessity for land 

across the Chattahoochee in Alabama. One was the necessity for an area 

suitable for parachute training, and the other was the need for land 

with which to stage river crossing demonstrations. In previous years, 

land for this demonstration had been loaned to the school, but under-
-=c.,..,., ' ~, .. ~, ' , ,.. 

standably, the patriotic citizen~o had made his land av~ilable in years 

when the school had no money to buy or lease it was now unwilling to 

continue his generosity, especially when his l and had been eliminated 

from the original purchase plan. The problem of where to stage the 

demonstration was solved by leasing, for a term of 5 years, 132 acres 

of land in a position especially suited for river crossing demonstrations. 

In spite of almost constant litigation, more and more of the land 

required for the school's expansion gradually came under army jurisdiction. 
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By the end of 1941, the reservation had been increased by the 41,194.27 
-

acres included in Priorities #2, #3, and #4, the 11,622.11 acres of Prior-

ity # 1 in Alabama. This made a total increase of 52,816.39 acres. 

In the fifteen months between July, 1939 and October 3, 1940, a 

total of $5,591,069 worth of new construction was complete or underway 

at the post. On the latter date, building projects totalling an additional 

$3,091,000 had been approved, but not yet started. Later in the month, 

two construction contracts aggregating $1,584,009 were let. Most of the 

projects i ncluded in these amounts provided for the erection of cantonment 

type buildings for the shelter of new or expanding troop organizations 

assigned to the post. The principal buildings of a permanent character 

were three for the automotive section of the school, which were built of 

concrete and steel at a cost slightly in excess of $100,000. 

Most of the construction planned for the period of the school year 

of 1940-41 was for the 4th Division. The largest of the projects under-

way but not completed was that in the Sand Hill area for housing the 2d 

Armored Division. The cost of the hundreds of buildings required for 

this division was above two and one-half million dollars . Of the con-
' 

struction projects approved, but not yet started, was one to provide the 

poet with a 1,435 bed hospital. The wooden buildings of this project were 

eventually erected in an area adjacent to that of the permanently con

structed 245 bed hospital that had been in use for a number of years. 

The changes that took place in the school as the new students ar-
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rived in September, 1940, included changes in the staff. On September 

1, General Singleton retired from active duty. On October 9, Brigadier 

General Courtney H. Hodges, who had served as Assistant Commandant 

since the summer of 1938, was appointed Commandant. 

A reorganization of the school was effected in the fall of 1940. 

Until that time, the Infantry School Detachment had operated both post 

headquarters and the school, including administration and instruction. 

On the 15th of October, The Infantry School was separated from the post 

and made an exempted activity under the direct supervision of the Chief 

of Infantry. Post Headquarters was transferred to its present locat~n 

with Major General Lloyd R. Fredendall as post commander. The Infantry 

Board, which had occupied the building, was moved to offices in the 

Infantry School Building. 

On January 6, 1941, the Infantry School Service Command was 

activated, superseding the Infantry School Detachment, which had been 

a part of the organization of the school since the period when it was 

located at Monterey. The Student Training Battalion became the Student 

Training Units, with Colonel Sevier R. Tupper commanding. 

With the new year new men arrived to increase the strength of the 

garrison. Approximately 8,000 selective service men arrived during 

January. Most of these were assigned to the 2d Armored Division and the 

24th Infant~. The Jd Battalion, 24th Infantry, inactivated on November 

J, 1921, was reactivated on January 15, 1941. Its personnel was almost 
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entirely selective service men. Beginning February 10, 1941, 5,367 

selective service men were assigned to the 4th Division, bringing that 

division to full strength. By February 15, the enlisted strength of the 

garrison was approximately 40,000 men. The total resident personnel, 

including students, officers assigned to organizations, and dependents 

of military personnel, approached 50,000. 

Included in this total were the five companies of the Civilian 

Conservation Corps encamped on the Jamestown Road about 1 mile south of 

its junction with the Cusseta Highway. By January, 1941, this unit was 

well established in the prefabricated buildings it had erected for its 

own shelter. It had engaged in a number of important projects since its 

first increment of 1,000 enrollees had arrived on the reservation in 

October, 1940. Among these were the construction or improvement of roads 

in maneuver areas, the clearing of fire breaks and fields of fire for the 

2d Armored Division field ranges north of the Buena Vista Road, the pre

p~ration of a jumping field for the 50lst Parachute Battalion adjacent to 

Lawson Field, thinning or cutting trees, and otherwise preparing tactical 

training areas. 

The expansion of the Automotive Section of the school was an important 

change in January, 1941. Upon the recommendation of the Chief of Infantry, 

the War Department had authorized a progressive increase in too capacity 

of the section in order to permit 5,000 officers and enlisted men of the 

infantry to complete a 12 weeks course annually. By May, 1941, the 
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section was increased from a total of three classes in every 13 weeks 

cycle to 12 classes in the same period, or approximately one class a week. 

Three of these were to be for officers and nine for enlisted men. 

An Air Corps expansion program for Lawson Field, involving the 

expenditure of approximately one million dollars, and practically doubling 

the number of officers and enlisted men at the field, began in February, 

1941. Under this program, 35 additional buildings were erected for 

shelter and administration purposes, the north-south and east-west runways 

were hard-surfaced and otherwise improved, and the apron fo~ the parking 

of planes extended farther north. Under its then existing organiza-

tion, the Air Corps strength at Lawson Field was 62 officers and 819 

enlisted men; the principal units then stationed there were the 15th 

Bombardment Squadron, the 16th Observation Squadron, and the 62d Air Base 

Group. Under the new plan, the Air Corps strength at the field was to be 

157 officers and 1,467 enlisted men. The strength of the old units was to 

be considerably increased, and the 97th Observation Squadron was to be 

added. 

March, 1941, was marked py changes in the staff of The Infantry 

School as General Hodges progressed from Commandant to Chief of Infantry, 

and left on March 4 to take up his new duties in Washington. Brigadier 

General Omar C'. Bradley became the new Commandant. 
~ 

The Parachute Group was the Fort Benning unit which was being most 

rapidly expanded in the spring of 1941. On May 2, published War Department 
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plans called for three additional parachute battalions to be activated 

by November 1. In ~~y, the army had only one battalion, the 50lst, 

which had been activated at Fort Benning in October, 1940. The new 

Provisional Parachute Group was planned to constitute the command and 

headquarters sections for four parachute battalions - the 50lst, 502d, 

503rd, and 504th. The 502d Battalion was to be activated on July 1, 

the 503rd on September 1, and the 504th on November 1. By the end of May, 

two steel jumping towers for training parachutists, each 250 feet high, 

were formally put into operation. 

Use of the new towers was designed to eliminate any uncertainties 

that might be in the minds of novice parachutists, to teach them by 

actual practice how to handle their parachutes in the air, how to land 

properly from varying altitudes, and how to spill the air from their 

parachutes once they had landed. 

In June, the War Department announced that the Parachute School 

had been placed on a permanent basis, and th~t 1,400 parachutists would 

be trained each year. On July 10, 1941 the Parachute Section, The 

Infantry School, was activated, with Major (later Brigadier General) 

George P. Howell in charge. On May 15, 1942, it was activated as a 

separate unit and detached from The Infantry School. 

Another War Department order published in June, 1940 designated 

Colonel William H. Hobson as Assistant Commandant. Colonel Hobson had 

been acting Assistant Commandant since Colonel Charles W. Thomas had 

relinquished the duty on change of station. The new Assistant Commandant 
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had been on the school faculty for t~ years, first, as Chief of the 

Tactical Section and later, as Director of Training. 

/ 

During the year ending in June, 1941, 4,000 officers and more than 

1,000 enlisted men had been graduated from the six courses offered by 

the school. At the same time, nearly 4,000 students were still enrolled. 

In July, 1941, The Infantry School opened its first Officer 

Candidate Course, which was soon to become its most important activity. 

The need for a large number of new junior officers for our expanding 

army had been realized for some time, although reserve officers had 

until now been available in sufficient numbers to fill the demand. By 

the summer of 1941, however, the reserve lists had been thoroughly combed, 

and all available officers of company grade called to active duty. 

As early as October 25, 1939, Mobilization Regulation 1-4, had 

included provisions for the selection of officer candidates and the 

establishment of schools for their training. On January 16, 1941, The 

Adjutant General informed the Chief of Infantry that an Officer Candidate 

Course for 200 students was to be opened at The Infantry School on July 

1, 1941. This course was to be of three months dur~tion; four classes 

were to be held during the year. 

The Chief of Infantry forwarded this information to the Commandant 

of The Infantry School on January 23, 1941, with orders to prepare a 

program of instruction and estimates of expenses and personnel necessary 
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for the additional instruction. The orders prohibited additional con

struction and provided that instruction must be carried on with the 

facilities then available. 

A program of instruction was immediately drawn up and forwarded to 

the Chief of Infantry. together with a request for 15 addition~l in

structors. These plans had just been approved when instructions were 

received to prepare for Officer Candidate Classes of 200 students each 

entering at five week intervals, with three classes in attendance at 

the same time. To meet this revised schedule, the War Department ap

proved the assignment to The Infantry School of 45 additional officers 

and 90 enlisted men. 

The program under which the first Officer Candidate Classes were 

trained divided the thirteen week training period into 529 hours of 

instruction. Of these, 212 hours were devoted to training in weapons, 

171 to tactics, 121 to general subjects, 8 to automotive subjects, 4 

to communication, and the remaining 13 to physical examinations and 

special conferences. The instruction concentrated on demonstrations and 

practical work, with enough periods devoted to conferences to make the 

demonstrations understandable. Of the total, 106 hours were given to 

conferences, 101 to demonstrations, 226 to practical work, 68 to terrain 

exercises, 4 to field exercises, and 11 to formal examinations. 

The individual subjects studied and the hours devoted to each were 

as follows: 
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SCHEDUlE , OFFICER CANDIDATE COURSE 
Subjects 

Weapons 
U.s • rifle, cal. . .30, Ml. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Browning automatic rifle ...••.•••.•••.•••.••.••••.••••••• • 
Machine gtlll, cal. ..30 . .......•...•..........•............. 
Machine gtlll, cal. • 50 . .........•...•......•.........•..... 
81-mm and 60-mm mortars ....••••.•..•.••..••••••.•••••••••. 
37-mm. anti tank gtll'l •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Automatic pistol, cal •• 45 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bayonet and grenades ...............................•...... 
Technique of rifle fire •.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 

Tactics 
Training of the individual soldier •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Combat training, rifle equad and platoon •••••••••••••••••• 
Machine-gun platoon in attack ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mortar platoon in attack •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Antitank platoon in attack •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Machine-gun platoon in defense ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 
Mortar platoon in defense ••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Antitank platoon in defense ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preparation for combat training ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rifle company in attack ..••••••.•••••••••••••••.•• • ...•.•. 
Heavy weapons company in attack ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reserve company in attack •••..••••••••.•••.••..••••.•••••• 
Battalion in attack ••••••••••...•.••••..••••••....••...... 
Rifle and heavy weapon companies in defense ••••••••••••••• 
Defense against chemical attacks •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Defense against air attack •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Combat orders •.•........................................•. 
Combat intelligence •••••••••••••••.••.•••••••••••••••••••. 
Estimate of the situation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Staff duties . ............................................ . 
Tactical marches and outposts ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tactical use of motors •••.••••••••••••••••.•• • •.•••..••••. 
S-pecial operations .. .....•................................ 

Communication 
Automotive Subjects 
General Subjects 

Military discipline and customs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Interior guard duty •.••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 
Hygiene, sanitation, and first aid •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motor and rail movement ••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Supply in combat •••••.••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 
Ma.rches ·and bivot1a.cs •• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 
Drill-close and extended order •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Physical training •••••••.••.•••.•.•••••••••••.•.•••.•••.•• 
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212 
36 
24 
76 

8 
20 
16 

4 
12 
16 

171 
16 
40 
12 
4 

12 
4 
4 

12 
4 
8 
4 
4 
4 

16 
3 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
8 
4 
4 
4 
8 

121 
14 
1 
6 
5 
8 
7 

14 
4 
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SCHEDUlE , OFFICER CANDIDA 'IE COURSE ( cont' d) 

Subjects Hours 

General Subjects (cont 1d) 
Care of equipnent. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Company administration and mess management................ 16 
Methods of training....................................... 6 
Hasty field fortifications................................ 8 
Map and aerial photograph reading......................... 24 
Efficiency reports........................................ 1 
River crossing............................................ 4 

Total 516 

The training had been planned with two ends in view: first, to 

qualify each candidate as a competent small unit combat leader, and, 

second, to qualify him as a competent military instructor. For these 

reasons, it was not only necessary to train each candidate in the various 

fields of military science and tactics, but also to train him in the 

methods by which he, in turn, could train others. To effect this, train-

ing was conducted by the candidates themselves whenever possible. Not 

only was the coach-and-pupil method used in the study of weapons and in 

other fields, but all drill and physical exercise were conducted by the 

candidates themselves, under proper supervision. In most periods devoted 

to practical work, including terrain exercises and field exercises, the 

candidates were organized into units under officers selected from among 

their own members. This policy not only familiarized each candidate with 

the duties and responsibilities that he would ultimately assume, but also 

gave him practical experience in command and leadership. 

Upon the completion of the plans for the Officer Candidate Course, 
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orders were sent to the Commanding Generals of all Armies, Departments, 

and Corps Areas instructing them to select candidates from among warrant 

officers, and enlisted men in the Army of the United States, not above 

thirty-six years of age, and with not less than six months of active 

service. The orders provided that all interested army personnel be 

informed of the opportunities offered for attendance at the school. 

Final selection of the successful candidates was to be made by boards 

especially appointed for the purpose in each Corps Area. 

On July 5, 1941, the first class of 2~8 candidates reported for 

duty. This was the beginning of a steady flow that within a year reached 

large proportions and which within a little more than three years was 

to witness the graduation of more than 50,000 second lieutenants. The 

Officer Candidate School, so meagre in its beginnings, was soon to become 

the alma mater of the great majority of the infantry platoon leaders and 

many of the company commanders, serving with the newly-organized infantry 

divisions in the army. 

On August 10, 1941, General Fredendall, who, in addition to command

ing the 4th Division, had commanded the post since his arrival in October, 

1940, left these commands to take command of the II Army Corps. Major 

General Georges. Patton, Jr., commanding general of the 2d Armored 

Division, replaced General Fredendall as commanding general of Fort 

Benning. Four days later, he was replaced in this command by Brigadier 

General Bradley. Under a new ruling of the War Department, the command of 

the post developed on the senior officer present who was not at the same 
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time a tactical commander. On the 13th of the following February, 

Brigadier General Bradley was transferred t o a tact i cal command of troops 

in the field, and Brigadier General Leven C • Allen was appoi nted Commandant 

of The Infantry School. General Allen had been an instruct or at The Infantry 

School from 1920 t o 1924, and i n 1940, on the act lvat ion of the 4th 

Antitank Battalion had r eturned to Fort Benning to command that unit. 

He was assigned to the faculty of the School in May, 1941. 

In September, 1941, according to the provisions of the Selective 

Service Act, many of the draftees were released from duty. At Fort 

Benning, 200 selectees, the first contingent of a total of approximately 

1,300, ended their Army Service in the 4th Motorized Division and re-

turned to civilian life. They were the first troops at Fort Benning to 

be transferred from active duty to the Enlisted Reserve Corps. 

But although some of the selectees were beginning to leave the post 

and return home in September, 1941, more and more students were coming to 

The Infantry School. The courses at this time were: the Battalion Com

manders' and Staff Officers' Course, 450 students divided into three 

classes; the Rifle and Heavy Weapons Company Officers' Course, 1,200 

students in 6 classes; the Officers' Motor Maintenance Course, 300 students 

in 3 classes; the Officers• Communication Course, 225 students in 3 classes; 

the Radio Operators' Course for enlisted men, 300 students in 3 classes; 

the Motor Mechanics' Course for enlisted men, 900 students in 9 classes; 

and last, but far from least, the Officer Candidate Course, 900 students 

in 6 classes. 
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To implement plans made in October for the further expansion of 

the school, the Student Training Units were redesignated on November 13, 

1941, as the 1st Student Training Regiment, at the Main Post, and the 

2d Student ~raining Regiment, in the Harmony Church area. To provide a 

sufficient number of demonstration troops for the increased student body, 

an additional infantry regiment was needed. To fill this need, -the 124th 

Infantry (formerly of the Florida National Guard) was ordered to Fort 

Benning, arriving on December 20, 1941. It was housed in the Harmony 

Church area, south of the Hourglass Road. 

On December 7, 1941, the peacetime role of The Infantry School was 

temporarily suspended. Created during war, the school had developed 

during peace. Now, during a second World War, was to come not only its 

period of greatest expansion, but also its period of greatest service. 

The success of its graduates was to vindicate the judgment of those 

officers who, for more than 165 years, had clung steadfastly to the 

ideal of a trained infantry as the nation 1 s bulv1ark. 
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CHAPTER XIV 

Three Years of War 

1942 - 1944 

The attack on Pearl Harbor and the subsequent declarations of 

war on this country by Germany and Italy were reflected in the in

creased activity of The Infantry School. The advanced training of 

infantry officers, which had been the primary mission of the school for 

a quarter of a century, while not abandoned entirely, was temporarily 

curtailed. Of the eighteen classes originally scheduled for the Rifle 

and Heavy Weapons Company Officers' Course, only seven were actually 

enrolled. Not only were the officers who might have attended badly needed 

b,y the new units and camps being established, but also the facilities 

that might have been used for their training were needed for the 

rapidly expanding Officer Candidate Course. The quota of 800 students 

per year which had been originally established for this course had been 

progressively increased until the quota of 9,900 students in attendance 

at one time was established in February, 1942. 

The rapidity with which extra burdens were placed on the school 

necessitated a further expansion of its facilities, as well as a re-

organization of instructional activities. The first step was the addition 

of the 3rd Student Training Regiment, which was activated on May 12, 1942. 

Additional housing for this organization was provided in the Bradley area 

west of Indianhead Road, which had been vacated by the departure of the 
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24th Infantry. 

Officer Candidate Class No. 27 was the first class assigned to the 

3rd Student Training Regiment, on April 7, 1942. Since this was prior to 

the activation of the regiment and the arrival of additional personnel, 

Colonel Robert H. Lord, its commanding officer, originally operated with 

personnel borrowed from the let and 2d Student Training Regiment~. 

While the expansion to a training capacity of 9,900 Offic~r 

Candidates was in process, orders were received for further expansion 

to provide training facilities for a total of 14,400 Officer Candidates 

in attendance at one time. These plans included additional barracks 

for students and school troops, and additional classroom facilities, 

as well as a proportionate increase in personnel and equipment. 

A construction program was undertaken for the Jrd Student Training 

Regiment on the 8th Division Road east of the Cusseta Road. A hutment 

area east of the 8th Division and Wood Roads, then occupied as a tent 

camp by the 15lst Infantry, and one in the 2d Student Training Regiment 

along Kelley Road were built. Additional barracks and hutment areas for 

the truck companies necessary to serve · the enlarged school group were 

also constructed. When the construction was completed, about the end 

of September, the Jrd Student Training Regiment moved to its new area 

east of the Cusseta Road, and the 15lst Infantry occupied the area thus 

vacated. 
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The 14,400 Officer Candidates were divided into 72 classes. Twelve 

of these were handled by the 1st Student Training Regiment, and thirty 

each by the 2d and Jrd Student Training Regiments. These two regiments 

were organized into five battalions of six companies each. 

The expansion of the capacity of the Officer Candidate Course to 

14,400 students increased the administrative difficulties of The Infantry 

School many fold. From a student body of a few humred, the school had 

mushroomed into a huge educational institution with a student body of 

approximately 17,000. This was made possible by a system of control 

known as the "block aystem" originally introduced in the early sutnmer of 

1941. 

The problem presented was difficult. It was necessary to arrange 

a schedule by which the instruction of almost 100 different classes could 

receive instruction simultaneously without conflict. This necessitated 

the finding of a day for each period of instruction on which no other 

period of instruction requiring the same terrain, troops, transportation, 

instructors, or equipment was also scheduled. The selection of days 

was further governed by the progressive nature or the instruction. All 

courses were divided into instruction periods of one, two, four, or eight 

hours ~ach. These periods, covering the complete thirteen weeks of in-

struction for each course, were then arranged in the proper sequence to 

afford continuity of instruction without conflict between courses. The 

result was a master schedule, or "block", for the Officer Candidate Course, 
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the Officers' Basic Course, the Officers' Advanced Course, and the other 

courses ot.rered. 

In the master schedule, each period of instruction was given a 

number, and a numerical control file was established showing the terrain, 

troops, transportation, equipment, and instructors necessary for each 

period. A master control board, showing the sequence of instruction for 

each class in attendance at the school, was then prepared. Officer 

Candidate classes were to begin instruction on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wed· 

nesdays, and Fridayo, Officers' Basic classes on Saturdays, and Officers' 

Advanced classes on Thursdays. Any increase in the number of classes to 

begin during any given week would require a revision of the entire 

schedule to eliminate conflicts. 

The entire schedule, in which terrain, troops, transportation, and 

equipment needs were all considered, was harmonized and controlled through 

the Operations Section, which was responsible for the smoothness of .· 

operation of the system. It was the responsibility of this section to 

insure that all demonstration troops were at the proper place, properly 

equipped, at the proper time; that transportation was available to each 

class to move it to the proper place at the proper time; and that all 

instructors were notified well in advance of the time and place of their 

classes·, and provided with the necessary transportation. That the orderly 

instruction of 75 or more classes proceeded smoothly and without conflict 
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was due, to a very large extent, to the excellent planning and function

ing of the section. 

A special Division Officers' Course was started on January 24, 1942 

as a four week refresher course for assistant division commanders and a 

cadre of about 90 officers from each new division to be activated. Plans 

were made to handle four of these divisional cadres a month. As it turned 

out, however, the number varied from two to four a month. The last of 

these Division Officers' Classes was enrolled in June~ 1943, by which 

time a total of 18 cadres had completed the course. 

In March, 1942, Colonel (later Brigadier General) George H. Weems 

became Assistant Commandant, succeeding Brigadier General Withers A. Burress. 

One month later, Colonel Walter S. Fulton, executive officer of the post, 

assumed the duties of post commander. He succeeded General Allen, who 

relinquished command of the post under War Department regulations pro

hibiting the commandant of a service school from also commanding a post. 

The reorganization of the army, in the spring of 1942, into three 

main branches, the Army Ground Forces, Army Air Forces, and A.rray Service 

Forces, placed The Infantry School under the jurisdiction of the Command

ing General, Replacement and School Command, Army Ground Forces. Major 

General Courtney Hodges, who had been Chief of Infantry, became its first 

commanding general. 

The 15lst Infantry {formerly of the Indiana National Guard) arrived 

on April 4, 1942, as the third infantry regiment of school troops. In 
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September, it was relieved and replaced by the 117th Infantry, 

formerly of the Tennessee National Guard. This latter unit was 

scheduled to be moved early in 1943, and for that reason the school 

was directed to activate the 300th Infantry from cadres of the 29th and 

124th Infantry Regiments. 

To simplify administrative procedure and command functions, The 

Infantry School Service Command was reorganized on June 29, 1942. This 

reorganization was necessary because the school had grown much too large 

to handle from one headquarters. The main subdivisions of the command 

were the Academic Regiment, an outgrowth of the old Infantry School 

Detachment; the Student Training Brigade, consisting of the 1st, 2d, 

and 3rd Student Training Regiments and a casual battalion to handle in

coming and outgoing officer candidates; and the School Troops Brigade, 

which by this time had grown to an organization consisting of three 

infantry regiments, a 105-mm field artillery battalion, a 155-mm field 

artillery battery, a quartermaster truck regiment, a medium tank bat

talion, a light tank battalion, a light ponton engineer company, and a 

special observation squadron. The brigade was originally commanded by 

the Commandant himself, with Colonel Richard G. McKee as executive officer. 

The Academic Department, Which included all the officer and enlisted 

instructors, was the charge of the Assistant Commandant. 

By December, 1942, the authorized strength of The Infantry School 
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Service Command was 1,378 officers and 7,120 enlisted men. The classes in 

session at that time consisted of the following: 

Course No, of Classes 

Officers' Advanced Class 3 
Division Officers• Class 1 
Communication Officers• Class 3 
Motor Maintenance Officers' Class 3 
Cannon Company Officers' Class 1 
Enlisted Radio Operators' Class 3 
Enlisted Motor Mechanics' Class 9 
Officer Candidate Class 72 

Total Students 
Total Faculty and Staff (officers and 

enlisted men) 

No, of Students 

600 
273 
330 
330 

50 
300 
900 

14.4GO 
17,183 

8,498 

The mass production of officers required for the infantry, and sup

plied, for the most part, b,y The Infantry School, reached its peak in 

January, 1943. At that time, almost one-third of the officers of the Army 

of the United States were graduates of the various Officer Candidate 

Schools; the bulk of this group had been commissioned from the ranks 

through these schools during the previous year. The great need for these 

graduates of Officer Candidate Schools is seen by the fact that by the 

end of 1942, 13,561 recent graduates had received promotions from their 

initial grades of second lieutenants. At the beginning of the new year, 

13,156 of these were first lieutenants, 367 captains, 7 majors, and one 

a lieutenant colonel. 
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A gradual reduction in the number of Officer Candidate Classes, 

and a raising of the standards to be met by candidates attending the 

classes took place during the first quarter of 1943. This was made 

possible because the most urgent demand for new officers had been 

satisfactorily met. If the Officer Candidate Classes had been continued 

at the peak rate established during December, 1942, the school would have 

graduated 23,000 more than the quota set for the first quarter of 1943. 

In February, the capacity of the Officer Candidate Course was re

duced from 14,400 to 6,600 per quarter. The facilities made available 

through this reduction were converted to the training of noncommissioned 

officers. The first· of the noncommissioned officers classes took the 

place of a regular Officer Candidate Class, retained the Officer Candidate 

title, "Officer Candidate #273," reported on April 19, 1943, and was 

assigned to the 3rd Student Training Regiment. The course was generally 

conceded to be worthwhile and successfUl, even though it had no official 

recognition, and was over and beyond the authorized capacity of the school. 

Close supervision was given to all courses by the War Department. 

Upon the basis of reports received from the Southwest Pacific Theater 

of Operations, it was recommended that more hours should be devoted to 

close combat instruction in the Rifle and Heavy Weapons Company Officers' 

Course, which had until that time included 208 hours for weapons, 221 

for tactical instruction, 77 for general military subjects and 22 for 

special demonstrations. The Battalion Commander and Staff Officers' Course 
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was similarly adjusted. Of its 528 hours, 315 had been devoted to 

tactical principles, 158 to general military subjects, 27 to weapons, 

and 28 to other purposes. 

Reports were received from special observers sent by the school 

to all theaters of operations that troops were not "tough enough" in 

actual combat. To correct this deficiency, steps were taken to introduce 

conditions approximating those which prevail in actual combat in the 

staging of problems and demonstrations and in the "infiltration course" 

which must be undertaken by all personnel of the school. Close attention 

was devoted to courses in leadership, and the physical conditioning of 

officers and enlisted men was stressed. New problems and demonstrations, 

developed from the lessons learned from the current conflict, were included 

in the program of instruction. 

In March, 1943, the school's first WAAC (now WAC) contingent, with 

an authorized strength of 3 officers and 157 enlisted women, arrived. 

This was the 84th WAAC Post Headquarters Company and wa~ attached first 

to The Infantry School Service Command, and later to the Student Training 

Brigade. By May, 1944, there were six detachments of WACs at Fort 

Benning. Two detachments served with Post Headquarters as members of the 

Station Complement, two replaced enlisted men at The Infantry School, a 

unit of Air WACs was stationed at Lawson Field, and another group was 

assigned for duty at the Parachute School. WAC officers were successful 
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in relieving for active duty a number of officers connected with the 

administration of the school and the operation of the post. 

The reduction in the number of Officer Candidate Classes, begun in 

February, 1943, made housing available for a regiment of infantry in the 

Harmony Church area. This space was assigned to the 176th Infantry, which 

arrived on April 12, 1943. The Infantry School requested the assignment 

of an additional battalion of field artillery (105-mm) on or about May 12, 

1943, the housing to be provided by further reduction in the Officer 

Candidate Classes by that date • . 

A special course for French Officers was instituted in April, 1943, 

and additional French Officers were assigned to Officers' Basic Classes, 

a continuation of the former Rifle and Heavy Weapons Company Officers' 

Class, from April through October. The reduction in the number of Officer 

Candidate Classes again made it possible to increase the quota of students 

for the Officers' Basic Course to 1,600 students per quarter. 

The 29th Infantry, which had been the demonstration regiment of the 

school during the days when the institution was growing from the bare 

outline of the great educational center it was eventually to become, was 

relieved in May, 1943, after 25 years service with The Infantry School, 

and moved to a port of embarkation for duty overseas. Its replacement ~ 

was the 300th Infantry, which occupied the 29th Infantry Barracks on the 

main post. 

The Army Specialized Training Program Basic Training Center of 
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The Infantry School was activated on May 25, 1943. Within a week, the 

first contingent of young men fresh from high school began pouring into 

the post. Within seven weeks, the training center was at its full 

strength of 12,000 troops. They were divided among three regiments, 

the 4th, 5th, and 6th Basic Training Regiments, each consisting of four 

battalions of four companies each in addition to a headquarters company. 

The commanding officer of the center was Colonel Sevier R. Tupper, who 

continued in the command of the Student Training Brigade also. 

Officers and enlisted cadres for the three regiments of this unit 

were provided by the Academic Regiment and other school troops. The 

commanding general, Army Ground Forces, made a special allotment of 394 

officers, 4 warrant officers, and 1,875 enlisted men to the new units on 

June 8. 

Effective with Officer Candidate Class No. 302, which entered on 

June 29, 1943, the length of the course was extended from 13 to 17 weeks. 

The increase in hours was devoted principally to inst~ction in tactics, 

although additional hours were allotted to each of the more. important 

sections. A comparison of the first Officer Candidate schedule with 

that of the first 17 week schedule indicates the progressive changes 

which had been effected in two years. 
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SCHEDUlE~ OFFICER CANDIDATE COURSE 

Subjects 

Weapons 
U.S. rifle, cal •• 30, Ml 
Browning automatic rifle 
Machine gun, cal •• 30 
Machine gun, cal •• 50 
81-mm and 60-mm mortars 
57-mm and 37-mm antitank guns and. antitank 

grenade launcher 
Automatic pistol, cal. .45 
Bayonet and grenades 
Cannon 
Technique of rifle fire 

Tactics 
Training of the individual soldier 
Combat training, rifle company units 
Combat training, heavy weapons, antitank 

and cannon platoons 
Combat orders 
Estimate of the situation 
Combat intelligence 
Umpiring 
Organization of the army 
Staff functioning (CP.X) 
Defense against chemical attack 
Tactical use of mortars 
Operations maps and overlays 
Rifle company, attack in woods 
Battalion field exercise 
Battalion in attack 

·Heavy weapons company in attack 
Rifle company in attack 
Reserve company in attack 
Rifle company in night attack 
Night advance and dawn attack 
Principles of defense 
Front line rifle company and machine guns 

in close support of MLR 
AT defense-81-mm mortar platoon in defense 
Reserve rifle company in defense 
Defensive combat 
Conduct of defense, rifle company 
Defense in rear areas 
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Hours 

: • 1 July 41 1 July 4.3 
·---------------------
.. .. 

: 

212 
.36 
24 
76 
8 

20 

264 
44 
24 
80 

: See note 1 
32 

• . 
:See 

16 
note 2 40 

• . 
• . 

. . 

. . . . 

: 

. . 

4 
12 

0 
16 

171 
16 
40 

50 
.3 
1 
2 
0 
0 
1 
.3 
4 
0 
0 
0 
4 
4 
8 
4 
0 
0 
0 

: .. . 
: 

. . 

: 

• . 

. . 

: 

. . 
: 

See note .3 
12 
8 

24 
295 
28 
60 

70 
4 
1 
6 
6 
1 
8 
.3 
4 
1 
8 

.30 
4 
4 
8 
4 
8 
8 
4 

: See note 4: 8 
See note 4: 4 

: See note 4: 2 
: See note 4: 2 

See note 4: 4 
: See note 4: 4 
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• • 1 July 41 1 July 43 . . 
General Subjects : 121 • • 152 

Training management 6 
Map and aerial photo reading : 24 
Troop movement marches, motor and rail 12 
Supply in combat 8 
Hygiene, sanitation, and first aid 6 
Field engineering 8 
Company administration and mess management 16 
Leadership 0 
Special service orientation 0 
Military discipline and customs : 14 

AGO Classification Procedure 0 
Signal Communication 4 
Automotive Training 8 
Drills command 1 and Rhlsical training 18 

Note 1. Combined with study of cal •• 30 
in 1943 schedule. 

Note 2. Limited to 37-mm antitank gun in 
1941 schedule. 

Note 3. Combined with rifle training in 
1943 schedule. 

Note 4. The 1941 schedule devoted 17 hours 

• . 
• . 

• . 
• . 
• . 

to the rifle and heavy weapons companies 
in defense, and to defense against air 
attack. 

13 
30 
20 
22 
6 

32 
17 
4 
1 
3 
1 
4 
8 

33 

The comparison of the first 13 week schedule with the first 17.week 
I 

schedule does not imply that the changes indicated were all effected at 

one time. On the contrary, there was a continuous improvement in the 

schedule through the inclusion of new subjects, the rearrangement of 

hours, and the modification of the program. The first 17 week schedule 

differed from the last 13 week schedule only in the number of hours avail-

able for instruction, rather than in the subjects covered. Progress was 

continuous and cumulative, with each month witnessing some modifications 

in the schedule as a whole and in specific problems. The cumulative effect 
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of two years of continuous prorress was great, but the changes at 

any one time were only trose necessitated by the new and ir.mroved 

weapons available and the battle experiences learned in conbat . 

These were assinilated i n the training proerarr so srr.oothly and ef-

fectiv t;ly that the student was unaware of the changes which were 

corstantly being made . 

The smoot:. and effective functioning of the Officer Candidate 

School 1as not depence~t, however, on the organization and admin-

istration of the Acaderic ~epartment alone . Irnporta~t as it~ in-

struction \las , it was but a part of the process by \7hich a candi-

date became an officer. Closely associated with the instructors 

in the process of training the new candidates were the company 

corn~anders and platoon leaders (tactical officers) of the Student 

rraining Regiments . 

The cand:.date , 1~pon arri vir.g in Columbus, was ret by a repre-

sentati ve of the Offic<>r Candidate Receotior Unit, (forJiierly :Y.nmm 

as the Casual Battalion) , 1hict. was resoonsible for processing the 

cand::.date and assigning him to his Officer Candidate Class. If his 

records , which had been forHarded frorr his prev::.ous post, were cor.1plete 

and in order, the processing cycl13 lasted three days . If they •·1ere 

not, his assignment to a class night be delayed several days. or even 

weeks . 
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During the first day of the processing cycle, the candidate 

filled out the forr.s needed for school records, wrote an autobiography, 

and was held available for interview by the personnel section, if an 

interview was necessary to straighten out his recorcs. On the second 

day, he was given a tredical and dental examination and arranger1ents 

v1ere r3ade for remedial treatrrent, if needed. In the late afternoon 

of the second day a provisional roster of the new Officer Candidate 

Class was published and identification photographs of each member of 

the ne"T class VTere taken. ...ach neVI class was rr.ade up of approxirr ately 

200 r.'en. 

On the third and last day of the processirg cycle, eacl candidate 

in the new class cor.1pleted all necessary records and took the AcadeF:ic 

Aptitude Test (usually called the TIS test). r: .is test was desigr.ed 

to measure the relative educational level and acaderic Promise of an 

individual, regardless of v1hether tis knovrledge had been acquired 

formally throubh schooling or inforr:ally through self-application and 

experierce. At 7 o'clock in the evening, t!e new class Nas turned 

over to the Trair.ing Corpany officers, and all records were .!'orwarded 

to the Student Traini ng Regiment of which the corpany \7as a part. 

~~i th the exception of formal, scheduled instruction, which vras 

the responsibility o~ the Acader.ic Departrrent, the cor pany officers, 

under the supc rvision of the battalion and regimental corrrr:anders, vrere 

charged "lith cor:plete responsibili t;v- for adn.inistrations and the 
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discipline and development of the candidates. In addition, they 

Here responsible for instruction ir voice and cor.mand training, 

physical training, arc traininf in close order drill. Finall~·, the 

company officers, rith the assistance of faculty boards, were chart;ed 

"Ti th judging each candidate and deterrrin:i nt:~ ~ rether or not he met the 

requirements of a combat platoon leader . A part of this responsibility 

fell on the tactical officer ·1ho acted as platoon leader . His task 

was to use every proper means to assist the candidate to achieve t~e 

required standard; at the sarne tirte, he hd to judge ;rhether or not 
\ 

the candidate had measured up to that standard . 

Upon arri virg in the cor•pany area, t:1e class wes divided al-

phabetically into four platoons, dth a platoon leader directly in 

corn~and of each platoon . A~ter bri ef orientation taL~G by the 

corrnany corrrar.der and the platoon leader, the candidate "'las assigned 

to a barracks and issued !-•is suppliP.s and equiprr.ent . 

As soon as practicable after the arrival of a new class, the 

tactical officer intervie-.,ed each candidate in his platoon. Prior 

to the irtervie 1, he studied carefully' the candidate 1 s a1.:.tobiograph~r, 

and the recor.'s forwarded by t r e Reception Uri t through regiwer.tal 

headauarters . During the irterviei7, he put U e candidate at ease 

and a t teJTlpted to dra11 him out concerning the facts of his life nhich 

had a bearing on his work at tr e school and wrict affected his leader-

ship qualities . £very effort ras rnade by the tactical officer to 
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know each candidate inti~ately in order that an. accurate and just 

estin;ate would be made of his ability and accorplishrr:ents during 

his period of training • 

. lhenever uossible , the t e.ctical officer accor panied ·'lis platoon 

to their various classes and field exercises in order that he could 

better judge their accomplishrerts and developrert d·uring their 

period of training . At these classes and field exercise , he r.Bde 

notes on the conruct and actions of the c~ndidates, particularly 

those who were assigned definite problems or r esponsibilities . 

From the notes made d~ring classes and fiel d exercises , the tactical 

officer nrote up a series of observations on each candidate for 

future r eference. 

Periodically, usually about once evAry ten la:rs, the tactical 

officer had a conference vti th each candidate . During these conferences, 

the observations which he had previously ~&de on tr.e candidate ' s work 

were d_ scu:::sed and the carciida te 1 s acade• :: c grades reviewed. .rnen 

necessar·r, the tactical officer offered suggestions and advise on 

how the car:dida te cm: ld best in provo his wori<: . T11e candidate Has en

courared to disct<ss and see\< a solution to nny orobler1 s , personal 

or scholastic , t'1.at were botherinc; hiM. In this v1ay a cP.rtain pr e

ver:tive cure was exerc:..sed ttic~ made it oossible for hin: to overcon:e 

qrickly diffi cu.lties and 'lroblen s vmich, if neglected, rright have 

affected seriously his charces of graJuatin£; . 
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At the end of the f irst week, each tactical o.:'ficer selected 

• 
the rr.en whon he considered the best five and those whon he considered 

t'1e poorest five of his platoon. These ratings represented a cor.-

tinuing process of observatiJn and evaluation of the various nembers 

o.:' the pl atoon, ~ri th particular reference to their potential ab:..li ty 

as leaders of combat units. As his opportunity ~or observation and 

his farril iarity ·vit!: the members of his platoon increased, the 

tactical officer extended his evaluation until, by the end of the 

fifth week, every member of the platoon had received a numerical 

' 

rating corresponding to the tactical officer's opinion of ris poten-

tialities as an officer compared with the other members of the platoon. 

At the sa!'!e time that the tactical offic'3r was rating his platoon, 

each mer"ber of tte platoon 7as required to rate the men in his par-

ticular section and to write a brief, cone: se stater:ert of er:ch nan 1 s 

strong points or weak points . Each candidate was urged to base his 

ratin~s on the ability of the rated men as combat platoon leaders . 

At the end of the tenth wee1 , both the tactical officer and the 

individual candidates again rated their respective groups . The 

second rating was indicative of the changing irpr~ssions that each 

candidate had made on his :'ellow candidates and on the platoon leader . 

It was al so indicative o~ the progress that he had rrade to''Tard develop-

ing the qualities of a platoon leader. 
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The Secretary's office of The Infartry &chool maintained 

separately and independertly a record not only of the grades rcade 

by eac candidate but also of the observations rr.ade by the in

structors of the .1.caderic :Jepartrrurt o:f.' tl~e perforr ance o"' candi

dates durinr problers. The lattPr provided a!' additional cleck 

on the ab:.lity of the candidate and were available for coJ:~parison 

with the observations and ratings of the tactical officers. 

Zstimates rrade by the candidates themselves were used for 

three rrain purposes. .r"'irst, they provided a fairl:· accurate indi

cation of the ar::.li ty of each candidate to cot r:Jand the respect. and 

corfidence of his fellows; second, they furnished a r:easure of the 

ability of the c~:mdidate to make a fair and accurate estimate of the 

capabilities of others; and third, the:· furnished a basis for in

vestigation of marked variations in estirrates frorl d~fferent sources 

respecting the same candidate, Vlith the result that the likelihood 

of injustices is reduced. 

c~ndidates whose performance, in the opinion of their tactical 

officer, created a presumption that the:r did not possess the rninir:uTi1 

requirements to ~ustify their being corrrissioned, ',7ere referred to 

"'fsct,lty boards for interview and recornendat:.oN. Three r eeu.lar 

board rreetings \'Tere held, the first, or prelir:inary board, dur:.ng 

the sixth wee1,., t: e secor..d, or ir.terFediate board, cmr:..ng the t\7elth 

week, and the last, or final boar:l, 1.h rir..g the sixteenth 7!eek. 
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Candidates whose educational background, scholastic attairmerts at the 

school, leadership qualities, attitude, physical capacity, or c~.aracter 

indicated t_.._at they would not, at the tir:1e, make eood platoon leaders, 

'1ere interviewed by the board. ·rhe board questioned each r;an in an 

erdeavor to analyze the nature of his trouble and establir.h its probable 

cause. In addition, it studied the ertire record of each, and considered 

that record in connection ·17i th such statemerts as the candidate had 

made orally. Hhile the principal function of the board v;as to weed 

out unsatisfactory candidates, ever:• effort was r.ade to do this in such 

a way that all promising candidates who displayed the potential qualities 

of a success:'ul platoon leader were given ever~r possible opportunity 

to complete their course. 

The action of the board was roughly divided into four types of 

recorurendations: first, that tr.e c~ndi:iate be reltved· of further duty 

at The Infantry School; second, that he be tt:rned back to another 

class, in order that he might repeat part or all of the course; third, 

that he rer.ain in his present class on probation; and i'ourt.h, advice 

to the candidate and his tactical officer on hoVI to overcor·e certain 

indicated weaknesses. .1hile every effort VIas made to safeguard the 

interests of the candidate, final action of the board was predicted on 

the good of the service. All recormendations for relief were carefully 

considered by the authorities of the school and relief was ordered 

only by authority of the Comr-,andart . 

- 229 -

; 



\ 

( 

Demonstration of Infantry-Tank Cooperation 



The causes of failures fell into tv1o general categories, acader ic 

and non-acade~ic, although it was seldorr. that a failure could be 

charged completely to either of the two . Almost invariably, there 

were a number o"' contributinf factors, some of \'lhich lay within both 

cateeories. The follo•.·ling is a statistical sumnary oi' the i'a:..lures 

in approxiiLately 380 Officer Candidate Classes which graduated prior 

to January 5, 1945: 

Total !~umber Jropped Failed by r;umber 
Enrollment Turned ~ack Relieved Faculty Board Graduated 

) Classes 4, 017 73 74 361 3, 509 
20 Classes 4, 572 336 81 1,050 2,905 
Classes 4, 412 '324 330 764 2, 207 

Ll Classes 79,840 6, 906 2, 505 15, )37 54,592 

Of the total number of candidates enrolled, ·'7 . 5 percent of the 

first twenty classes, 63 . 5 of the middle t..-,enty classes, and 53 .3 per-

cent of the last twent, classes were graduated . Of all candidates 

enrolled in graduating classes prior to January 5, 1945, approxir-.ately 
, 

70 percent \"1ere graduated . The r::arked differences in tLe percentage 

of graduates botweer. the first twenty classes and the last t•.1enty 

classes is due to several factors . The first classes were selected 

fron aJ'!long the best trained enlisted men throughout the entire army . 

By the tj rne the last twent" classes were selected , the number of rren 

available for selection had been drastically reduced. In the first 

place , the total mmber had already been reduced by all candidates 
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selected for earlier classes; in the second place, personnel of 

units which had been alerted or ordered overseas were not elirible 

for selection. Again, ,.,.hile caf'.didates ue:-e selected from ur,i ts 

serving overseas, as Nel l as fror.J those within the continental 

limits of the Lnited States, the number of those from ~he former 

source was limited by the fact that theater corrr.anders in some 

areas had established their m·m Theater OfficPr Cnndidate Schools 

and by the difficulties of releasing men cl·.rrer.tly engHged in active 

operations. Furthermore, the functioning of the Selective Service 

Act had reduced to a trickle the number of college graduates er.tering 

the ar~y, and the ~ore recently inducted enlisted rren, for the nost 

part, had a poorer educational backgrotmd t~an those forrrerly in

ducted . Finally, the ir:duction of men into thE> army during the last 

year preceding Januarv, 1945, had included an extren:ely large propor

tion of young men without civilian trairir.r or experiencP that r.ight 

have been a definite advantage during the.i..r officer candidate train

ing. For the~e, and other reasons, including the ircrease in length 

and difficulty in the course itfelf, the p• rcentage of failures in 

each class increased slightly over the percentage in previous classes . 
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Demonstration of the Activities at a Battalion Aid Station 

~ o-.v ~ ~ fr~ <} ~1.1 ;) 



The functioning of the Officer Candidate School had proceeded so 

success.!'ull y that by mi d - smr.mer , 1943 , the need for junior officers 

had , to a large extent, been mt t . As a r esult it was possi ble to reduce , 

on Jul;v 14, 1943, the capacity of the Officer Candi date Course to 

3, 600 students per quarter. At the same time the capacity o.!' the 

Officer ' s Advanced Course was incr eased frorr 6GO to 1, 800, and that 

of the Of'.t'ic"'rs ' Basic Course vtas est ablished at l, ooo·. In August , 

the Enlisted Cornunicatior Course ir-str uction was placed on a double

shift basis , and the capacity of the course incr eased from 600 to 1 , 200 

students . At t he sane tine , the caoacitJ of t he Enlisted ! otor t'e:. chanics ' 

Course was increased frow 900 to 1,125 stud•mt s . 

I n September, 19L~3 , i n the midst of U ese changes, l'ajor General 

Charles liartv;ell Bonesteel, .t>orner corrmander of the United Katiors 

for ces in Iceland , ;as named Go11t1andant to s'l;cceed Lajor General Leven 

C. i~llen, \tho was transfer red to ot'~- er duties . A change in com .. and of 

t':le post occurred the fol lowing r.onth , Col onel .. illiar :: • .. obson suc

ceeding Brigadier General '7alter S . fultor, who retired on September 30, 

1943 . 

The Officers ' Cow.municatlon \::our~e Has increased f r om 330 t.o 375 

students in September, and the Enli~ted lf:otor i .echanics 1 Course and the 

)ffict rr 1 i ·otor i·aintenance Course were rev:ised slig':ltly, including their 

r edesignat..:.on as Enlisted otor Course and Officers 1 ::otor vourFe . £hr ee 

irpor tant changes affecting units of The Infantr.f School took place during 

t he latter pnr t of Octobe r , and the fir st part of l!ovember . ?he ~t.udent 
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Training Brigade was inactivated on November 1. The ASTP Basic Training 

Center was transferred to the direct command of the Replacement and 

School Command, Birmingham, Alabama, with General Bonesteel continuing 

to coordinate the activities of the training center. The designation and 

command of the 7th Reconnaissance Squadron, The Infantry School, was 

changed to the .3rd Composite Squadron, .3rd Air Force. 

Two new courses were started in November. One was a ten-day course 

to train teams in Operation and Maintenance of the Recording Odograph (Land), 

and the other a one-month course for Air Corps Weather Officers. Class #66 

of the Officers' Basic Course, the last class of this course to be conducted 

until July, 1944, enrolled on November 11, 194.3 and graduated on March 10, 

1944. 

The lowest level in the number of classes in session at one time 

since January 1, 194.3, was on December 1, 194.3, when there were 51 classes 

with a total capacity of 8,518 students. This great reduction in students 

was due to the general reductions in capacity of various courses which had 

been instituted because of the decreasing number of officers available for 

assignment as students at the school. 

During January and February, 1944, several new courses were initiated. 

A fifteen day Enlisted Artillery Mechanics' Course, with a capacity of 48 

students, and six week Enlisted Radio Repairmen's Course, with a capacity 

of 115 students, were started at this time. An eight week Officers' 

Special Basic Course with a capacity of 2,600 students was initiated on 

February 28, 1944. This course was designed to afford an opportunity to 
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surplus junior officers of other arms to familiarize themselves with 

infantry tactics and technique. The majority of these officers were to 

transfer to the infantry. Comparable with the special courses held 

for French Officers during 1943 were the' special eight week classes for 

Brazilian Officers held during 1943-1944. A total of 76 officers attend~d 

these classes. 

Further reduction in the quarterly capacity of courses was noted 

in March, 1944, when the Officers' Advanced Course was reduced from 1,800 

to 1,550, the Officers' Communication Course from 375 to JOO, and the • 

Officers' Cannon Course from 50 to 40. A four week Air Corps Liaison 

Officers' Course, with a capacity of 20 students per class, was the only 

additional course. A total of 120 students was expected to complete this 

instruction. 

During the early part of 1944, new demonstration troops had arrived 

at the school to replace the 176th and JOOth Infantry regiments. The 

4th Infantry, which had been stationed in Alaska and had participated 

in the action on Attu, began arriving on January 15, 1944, and the Jrd 

Infantry, which had been ·stationed in Newfoundland, began arriving on 

March 14, 1944. These units were the two oldest infantry regiments in 

the army. 

On July 25, 1944, Major General Fred L. Walker, formerly Commanding 

General of' the J6th Division in the Mediterranean Theater, assumed the --- -
duties of' Commandant· of' The Infantry School, succeeding Major General 

Charles H. Bonesteel, who had been transferred to the Western Defense 

Command, with headquarters at the Presidio of San Francisco, California. 
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On September 7, 1944, the granting of a commission as second 

lieutenant to the 50,000th Officer Candidate to complete the course of 

instruction at The Infantry School was celebrated by an appropriate 

ceremony pr~sided over by Lieutenant General Ben Lear, Commanding ' 

General of the Army Ground Forces. This marked the climax of almost 
" 

three years of intensive war activi~ies during which 100,938 officers and 

enlisted men had graduated from various courses. These were divided as 

follows: 

Officer Candidate Course ' 
Officers' Basic Course ' 

· Officers' Special Basic Course ' 
Officers' Advanced Course , 
New Division Officers' Course 
Officers' Motor Course 
Officers' Communication Course 
Officers 1 Cannon Course 
Air Corps Weather Officers' Course 
Air Corps Liaison Officers' Course 
French Officers' Special Course 
Officers' Special Courses 
Enlisted Motor Course 
Enlisted Communication Course 
Enlisted Radio Repairmen 1 s Course 
Enlisted Artillery Mechanics' Course 
Enlisted Special Courses 

Subtotals 

Officers Enlisted Men , 

50,023 
10,429 

5,538 
7,422 
3,780 
3,012 
2,834 
1,311 

82 
39 
75 

156 
9,547 
5,690 

230 
422 
371 

84,701 16,260 

During the last three months of 1944, enrollment in the various 

courses at The Infantry School fell off rapidly because units preparing 

for overseas movement and those already overseas could not spare personnel 

for attendance. So rapid was this decrease in the student body, that a 

general revision of the school's program was put into effect at the end 

of the year. The Officers' Advanced Course, The Officers' Cannon Course, 
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and the Enlisted Artillery Mechanics' Course were discontinued ef-

fective January 1, 1945. Students already enrolled in these courses 

were to complete their work, but no new classes were to be added. The 

Officers' Special Basic Course was to be continued at the same quarterly 

quota as formerly, but the Officer Candidate Course was to be reduced in 

quota from 12,800 to 8,000 per quarter, and other courses were similarly 

reduced. The total quarterly quota for all classes, which on July 31, 

1944, had been 19,455, had been reduced to 11,393 effective January 1, 1945. 

The revised quota included a new course in which the first class 

was to report on January 10, 1945. This new course, an Officers' 

Refresher Course of eight weeks duration, was limited to one class of 100 

students per month and was intended as a substitute for the discontinued 

Officers' Advanced Course . Enrollment in the new course was primarily 

for company and field grade officers who had recently completed non-troop 

duty assignments. 

Now, while World War II is still claiming the lives of men of al-

most every nation, the value of The Infantry School as one of the world's 

greatest institutions for military education and the development of 

military leaders is being further established. The original conception 

of the school as an establishment to improve marksmanship has broadened 

through the years to include four principal missions: 

To teach the tactics and technique of infantry, with 
emphasis on practical instruction directly applicable 
to training and leading combat units. 

To furnish a working familiarity with the tactics and 
technique of associated arms. 
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To train selected officers and enlisted men 
for special technical duties in the infantry 
division. 

To serve as an agency of the Commanding General, 
Army Ground Forces, in the development and 
perfection of infantry tactics and technique. 

In order to carry out these missions, The Infantry School now bas 

facilities for training unexcelled throughout the world. On its 220,000 

acres of grpund, which include all types of terrain, the school is able 

to simulate with a high degree of realism a wide variety of battle 

conditions. A large impact area permits extensive firing by ~tillery 

and other weapons. There are over thirty ranges, including such special 

ones as those designated for antiaircraft and antitank firing. The 

officers and men of the School Troops Brigade stage demonstrations in 

connection with certain phases of instruction, as well as assist in the 

instruction itself. Troops in the brigade include infantry regiments, 

artillery and tank battalions, and an engineer company. The Truck 

Regiment, also a part of the brigade, provides motor transportation for 

students and administrative personnel. A composite air squadron located 

at Lawson Field bas as its primary mission demonstrations in connection 

with problems dealing with air and ground cooperation. From time to 

time, units of the Parachute School also cooperate in demonstrations. 

The Academic Regiment includes those officers and enlisted personnel 

assigned to the Headquarters of The Infantry School, the Academic Depart

ment of The Infantry School, and the Range Detachment. This regiment can 

- 237-



( { 

trace its history to the founding of the school in Monterey, when it 

was a detachment with a complement of five enlisted men. At its peak 

it has boasted a strength of approximately 2,300. 

The work of The Infantry School at present is divided into three 

main categories, the Officer•Candidate Courses, Officers' Courses, and 

Enlisted men's Courses. The officer candidates consist of outstanding 

enlisted men and warrant officers who have demonstrated marked qualities 

of leadership and intelligence. Also included in this group are men from 

college and university Reserve Officer Training Corps. The course is 

designed to qualify combat leaders of rifle, heavy weapons, and antitank 

platoons. 

The Officers' Courses are the Basic, Advanced, Communication, Motor, 

Cannon, and Refresher Courses. The Officers' Basic Classes are composed 

of officers of junior grade, who are given infantry rifle, heavy weapon, 

and antitank compa~ training. The Officers' Advanced Course is designed 

to increase the qualifications of staff officers and of company and 

battalion commanders for the performance of their duties. The Officers' 

Communication Course prepares qualified instructors and communication 

officers for infantry units. The Officers' Motor Course is designed to 

produce qualified transport officers and maintenance officers for infantry 

units. The Officers' Cannon Course is designed to qualify company com

manders and platoon leaders of cannon companies. The Advanced Course and 

Cannon Course were discontinued effective January 1, 1945. 

The Enlisted Courses include those in Communication, Motor, Artillery 
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Maintenance, and Radio Repair designed respectively to train operators 

for all types of radio sets in use in infantry units, mechanics capable 

of performing and supervising second echelon maintenance and the opera-

tion of all types of motor vehicles organic in the infantry regiment, 
. 

mechanics capable of maintaining in functioning condition the weapon of 

the cannon company of the infantry regiment, and men capable of main-

taining and repairing all radio equipment issued to the infantry regiment. 

The world of the future will owe a debt of gratitude not only to 

the men who today are fighting and dying for world freedom, but to 

yesterday's ~fficers and men of the infantry, the doughboys whose 

vision and persistence in following their dreams created a "center of 

instruction of sufficient extent and diversity to permit all the lessons 

of war to be illustrated in extensive maneuvers of all arms of service 

working in harmony with the fundamentally correct doctrine of combat." 
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COMMANllAJflS 

onel Henry E. Eames 

or General Charles s. Farnsworth 

gadier General Walter B. Gordon 

gadier General Briant H. Wells 

ga.dier General Edgar 'l • Collins 

gadier General Campbell King 

~er General George H. Estes 

gadier General Asa L. Singleton 

ga.dier General Courtney H. Hodges 

gadier &eneral Omar N. Bradle7 

or General Levan C. Allen 

or General Charles H. Bonesteel 

or General Fred L. Walker 

or General John W. 01Daniel 

or General Withers A. Burress 

or General John H. Church 

or General Robert N. Young 

or General G~ S. Meloy J., \'\- ll-....e.t... C~ 

or General Joseph H. Harper 

or General George E. ~ch (acting) 

or General Herbert B. Powell 

gadier General John P. Ruggles (acting) 

or General Paul L. Freeman 

or General Hugh P. Harris 

.j or General Ben Harre 11 

jor lXeneral Charles "'I· (i • Rich 

( 

1918 - 1919 

1919 - 1920 

ll Sept 19~0 - 9 Nov. 1923 

9 Noy. 1923- l Mar. 1926 

4 Mar. 1926 - 1 Ma7 1929 

4 May 1929 ~ 31 May 1933 

25 ~ept. 1933 - 30 Sept. 1936 

l Oct. 1936 - 31 Aug. 1940 

7 Oot. 1940 - 3 Mar. 1941 

4 Mar. 1941 - 10 Feb. 1942 

14 Feb. 1942 - 18 Sept. 1943 

30 Sept. 1943 - 27 Jun 1944 

24 Jul 1944 - ll J ul 1945 

23 Jul 1945 - 31 May 1948 

1 Jun 1948 - 21 Jan 1951 

3 MaJOh 1951 - 1 May 1952 

9 Jun 1952 - 15 Jan. 1953 

15 Jan 1953 - 13 Jun 1954 

14 Jun 1954 - 12 May 1956 

13 May 1956 • 20 Aug 1956. 

20 Aug 1956 - 8 Apr. 1958 

8 Apr. 1958 - 1 May 1958 

1 May 1958 -fa Apr. 1960 

J '/ Apr. 1960 - t~uly 1961 
1 Aug 1961 February 1963 

25 February 1963 - 2 August 1964 



. c Commandants (Cont 1 d 
c 

r General John A. He intges 

r General Robert H. York 

r General John M. Wright 

.ier Gen. Oscar E. Davis, (Actin&") 

General George I . Forsythe 
gadier General Oscar Davis, Acting) 

·.r General Owin C. aJ. bott 

General Thomas M. iarpl ey 

~ General Willard Latham 

~General William J. Livsey 
)r cJ.e,1e,r. J./ .nav; d E G-ra.~,j e. 
· G-enera./ ~obe~t L. We.tz.e/ 
• Gene..,. a/ J&.mes J". L; hdsa.~ 
, GeM~ral J'ohn. W. Foss 
r Gel\e.ra.l fdw:n H • .Bu1-ba. 
. C,.eVJe~->Cl.l ~enneth C. Leue.r 
1- General M;c.hae.l r:. Sp', <jelrn:}.e 

f Augus t 1964 - 13 July 196 5 

15 July 1965 -15 July 1967 

17 July 1967 - 10 May 1969 

10 May 1969 2 June 1969 

2 June 1969 12 August 1969 
1~ August 1969 - 9 September 1969 
10 September 1969 14 Bebr uary 1973 

16 February 1973 - 26 August 1975 

28 August 1975 - 25 July 1977 

25 July 1977 - 28 Apr,"! l'f'7Cf 
Jiu,~ 11 'B I 

Ju/ lj /~ 83 
16 J'c.J.ne rq7Cj-

At.~~ 1'181 

J"ul IC! S3 tfla.,.. \'t8f' 

Ill a 1- I '1'11 If J"&n. 1'186 
7 Jan. lq86 I 'f Ju11e. /987 

19 Jun I q lf7 I Sep /'188 
2.1 .Sep 19 88 rctq0 



Deputy Commanding Genera l Deputy Post Commander, July 1963 -

Brigadier Genera l Aubrey S . t>ewrna.n - 28 Oct 1953( 1) - 14 i•iay 1954 ( 2 ) 

Briea,dier General i:;rnes t A . Barlow 3 Oct . 1954 ( 3) - 20 f1Lay 1956 (4) 

Brigadier General Sidney C. Wooten 21 May 1956 - 30 June 1956 ( 5) 

Brigadier General Roy E. Lindquist 1 July 1956 - 3 Oct. 1956 (6) 

Brigadier General James V. Thompson 4 Oct. 1956 -April 1957; June-July 1957 

Brigadier General John F. Ruggle s 11 Apr-Jun~ 1957; July 1957-6 J une 1959( 3) 

Bri~di~:~r Genera l Lo'.lis A . \·!al.sh , ,Jr. 8 Sept. J959 - 31 July 1960 

Brigadier General Alexander D. Surles, Jr. 1 Aug 1960 - 9 J~~e 1961 (9) 

Brigadier Gen?.ral John E . KelJy 10 June 1961 3 Dec. 1962(10) 

Brigadier General Ger~ld C. Kelleher Y~y 1963 July 1963 

Colonel Adrian L. Hoebeke (Dep Post Comdr) July ]963 31 October 1963 ( 10) 

Colonel Earl F. Holton 1 Nov. 1963 31 Aueust 1966. 

Colo~el David G. Sherrard 1 Sept . 1966 31 July 1968( 11) 

Colonel Wiley B. Wisdom 

Colonel Tal ton W. Lon« 

1 August 1968 31 July 1969 

1 August 1969( 12). 31 March 1970 ( 13) 

1 April 1970 Colonel Robert Preston Hatcher 

,Nc...;s:: 
,net, Oct. 29, 1953, :P• 1;(2). Bayonet , N;o~y 13, 1954, p. 1; (3) Bayon~t, Sep 30, 1954, :r~ 
met, :t-1ay 24, 1956, :!J ol; (5) Bayonet, June :n, 1956, p . 1; (6)Bayonet, June 28, 1956 , :p . 
Bayonet , Apr 11, 1957, p.l; (e) Bay onet, A~r 16, 1959, p. 1; (9) Bayonet, June 9, 1961, 
10) Organiza}ion cha rts of USAIC & U~AIS . ~11) Bayonet, Aug 9, 1968, p.l;(12) Bayonet$, 
969, P• 2; \13) Beiquntilis Enquirer, 26 Mar 70; 

----------------------------------------------------------·1 
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,nel Henr,y E. Eamea 

Jnel Paul B. Malone 

1nel William ll. Fassett 

mel .llfred W. Bjornstad 

mel Frank S. Cooheu 

Col. George C. Marshall , Jr. 

mel Charles W. Weelca 

)nel Walter C. Short 

~nel Charles F. Thompson 

~nel Courtney B. Hodges 

mel Charles W. Thomas, Jr. 

tnel William B. Hobson 

~nel Withers A. Burress 

~dier General George H. Weeu 

gadier General Wbi tfield P. Shepard 

~er General J. Sle.den Bradle7 

~dier General George Bonnen 

~dier General G~ S. Melo,-,J. iY, 'nee.. b~ 

me 1 George E. Bush 

~ier General Carl F. Fritzsohe . 

p.dier General Robert L. Cook 

~dier General Stanlq R. Larsen 

gadier General Chestex- A. Dahlen 

~dier Louis A. Walsh , Jro 

gadier General Alexander D. Surles, Jr 

$8-dier General Royal Reynolds , Jr. 
~dier General John Norton 

Ldier General George I. Foraythe 

c 
1919 - 1919 

k'r.v 
Apr 1920 -~ 1922 
r-lov' 
~. 1922 - Sept. 192' 

Sept. 192} - Sept. 1924 

Jun 19.25 - lfoy. 1927 

Nov. 1927 - June 19}2 

Apr. 1932 - Jull' 1936 

Julf 1936 - Feb. 1937 

Feb. 1937 - June 1938 

July 1938 - Oct. 1940 

Oct. 1940 - June 1941 

June 1941 - Oct. 1941 

29 Oct. 1941 - 28 Feb. 1942 

1 Mar. 1942 - 4 Aug. 1945 

5 Aug. 1945 - 17 ~ov. 1948 

17 Boy. 1948 - 12 JuJ.. 1960 

13 Jul 1950 - 22 Oct. 1951 

23 Oct. 1951 - 14 Jan. 1953 

15 Jan 1953 - 2 May 1953 

3 May 1953 - 4 June 1955 

15 Jul. 1955 - 2' Jun. 1957 

1!2- Ju4' ~957 · J1.Aug 1959 

') 0 Aug 1959 - July 1960 

J Aug 1960- q'Ju.Nc..ff~( 
to:lu~~ 1r~1- 4April1962 

5 April 1962 - 6 May 1963 
8 }~y 1963 - 4 }~rch 1965 

5 March 1965- 13 March 1966 
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Assistant Cemmanaanta; ( C•nt' d) 

Bripd.ier General Ellis W. Williamson 
Major ~eneral ( 27 Oct . 1966) 

Brigadi er Ge~eral James S. Ti mothy 

..z.q March 1966 -
28 October 196 6 

31 Octobe r 1966- 28 June 1968 

Colonel Sidney B. Berry 23 July 1968- 31 May 1970 (1) 
(Promoted, Brigadier Generaa, 1 Aug 1968) 

Colonel John T. C.arley 
(Promoted to Brig Gen 1 Aug 70J 
Promotedl to Ma.j Gen 28 Ju1 71)1 

Colonel Kendrick Barlow, Acting (2) 

1 June 1970 

24 Jul 1971 

23 July 1971 

Colonel Paul Francis Gorman 
(Promoted BG 1 Sep 71) 

1 September 1971 3 J uly 1972 

Col onel Kendrick Barlow (3) 4 July 1972 24 July 1972 (4) 

Brigadier General Will iam R. Richardson 24 July 1972 

Brigadier General Paul J . Muell er, JR. (5111 November 1974 
11 November 1974 (5) 

&RENCESa (1) Bayonet, 29 May 70; (2} Dir of Pe~~, USAIC recordsJ(3) GO # 203, 7 Jul 72 
Enquirer, 24 July 1972; (5) Bayonet ,l5 Nov 74,p4; 
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J er u tv As"' ista nt Cc·T·::!-"'.ndan t : De"'utv Ass istant Co-nrna ndant/ 
DirectoT nf Instru.cticn, July 1..957 Chief of Academic Staff, June 1962 -

Deputy Assist<'lnt CommandaP-t & ChiF.f of I cademic Staff, 1 October 1963 -

Deputy Ass i stant Co:nL:Jandant, 1 :::>entember 1964 - J:973:;T'E?¢cutive & Deputy Assi st

a nt Commandant Trainini' & Education , 1 Mar l9D (22) 

. 
Col one l Robe rt C. rtami~on 1 April 1950 . 20 March 19 52 ( 1) 

Colonel Geor ge E . flush 20 :t>Ia rch 19 52 12 June 1953 

Colonel Herbert J. Ve,nde r Heide July 1953 19 January 1954 

Colonel v/olcott K. Dudley 20 J anuary 1954(2) 30 :::>e ptembe r 1954 ( 3) 

Co l onel Thoma s Mifflin 25 October 1954(4) 22 June 1955 

Colonel Blair A. Ford 23 J une 1955 (5) 15 J anuary 1956 (6) 

Colonel v/illiam H. Billings 16 October 1956( 7) 10 July 1957 (NOTE 1) 

SEE ALSO Director of Instruction lis ting 

Colonel Robert H. York (D/I) 11 July 1957 3 \March 1958 (a) 

Colonel Norman B. Edwards 4 March 1958(8) 5 June 1959 (9) 
(April 1959 D/AC & DI l isted in Infantry) 

Colonel Frank M. Izenour 

Colonel Julian H. Nartin (D/AC) 

Colonel Richard \·! . Keyes 

Colonel J ack G. Cornett 

Co l onel Talton W. Long 

Colonel Me l ecio J. :tv!ontesclaros 

Colonel John S. Lekson 

6 June 1959 

27 I•1ay 1960(10) 

11 June 1961 

1 June 1962lf1t.) 

1'1ay 1964 

25 May 1966 

July 1966 

26 May 1960 (10) 

10 June 1961 ( 11) 

31 Hay 1962 

Nay 1964(NOTE 2) 

25 Nay 1966 

July 1966 

5 Ma.y 1967 
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Colonel .:illio.r;, J. Eir_::ins ( .. ctinc) 5 1·.ay 1967 

Colc!".el t .:ve:r-ly -'1· 2e;:cl 

C 'on"'l '.r~ ~ ~.L"' .,. J H"-; ~ -~ ""~ 1.' c ... ·n,--) Q ..... .A.-~ Vt..l...- --··"' • ---v._, ..... .,..~....;J -· t.oo1 1...:;. 

Colonel William L. Humphrey ACTING 

Colonel Kendrick Barlow ( 11J)· 

Colonel Kendrick Barlow 

l June 1967 13 Gctobcr 1967 

1 Eovc:-:tbe;r 1967 30 ~pril 1968 (12) 

l Lay l)G8 20 Septer.'lber 1968 ( l 

,2 l . .:>o.::,teJ..be::r l96w·-s') 27 ~'ebntary :970 

28 £obruaiy 1970 (15) 9 Sep• 

10 Sep 1970:17) 

1970 ( 1€ 

2 November 1970(lf) 

24 July 1972 (2lf 

4 July 1972 (20) 
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3 of 

Deputy Ass :i stHnt Co:n~:andar:.t 

NO'l1Es(~)G01 s, USAIS and U 423 .A 3 (7/10/57) dU - Re0ggn of HQ, USA
1
IC & USAIS ; Sec 

4 -.'!Old assg-nment D/AC-New DI" (2)0ffice of D/AC Has changed to Chief, Acad St . 
June 1962-later combined D/AC & Chief, Acad Staff . Later still end of latte r staf· 
Aug 64, leaving only D/AC . 

RiFSRSNCE;S: (General-General Urders, USAIS, Or gn. Directories, USAIC & U::>.HS; 
Infan try; '.ve-e k1~ Directives; Bayonets 
(l)Bayonet, f'iar 20, 1952, )• 3 & Har 27, :p . 14 ; (2) B:1yont-t , Jan 21,1954, p .9; 
(3) Bayonet, Sep 30, 1954, p.1 (4) Bayonet, Oct 21, 1954, p.11; (5 ) Bp3onet, June 
23, 1955, p.1;(6)B8 yonet, Ja~ 19, 1956, p.1 (7) Bayonet, Oct 18 , 1956, p .2 (8) 
Bayonet, Mar 6, 1958, p.28; (9) Bayonet, June 11, 1959, p. 1;(10) Bayonet , Nay 
26,_ 1960, p. 1 (11)· B.s,yonet, Juno 9, 1961, p. 1 (12),' B~onet, May 10, 196~8 p.10J 

(13) Weekly Direc~ive, 26 Sep 68; Ba,onet, Oc t . 11, 1968, P• l(Jlf) f3~ 
~ ~ ~ 1...1 f 

1
·({5) Bayonet, 6 l-Iar 1..0, p . 30, & Graduation Ceremony , tg:Bc 1. 70 

9l1arch 1970. (16) Secy files(17) (J ,; .., ~ ' 1 ,I ~)t{ lt.r ld ~~~ { 
I i~j; (18) i Dir of PerB", USAIC records; (l~) Orgn Dir; (20) GO # 203, 7 Jul 72 

GO# 21 , 24 Ju1 1972; (22) Orgn Chart 2 Apr 73 & Official, USAIS 'His t orian; 



c ( 

Co(\rdi nator of Trainin.c< DirPct 0r of Ins truction , 
Deuut y P.ss is'tl'l nt Co· ;'1<>ndant & Di rec t or of I ns truction , Jul 1957 Coor dinator 

; Di rectoJ:.. of I nstr uction, Jun 1962 Di.rector of lnstruction, Feb 1964 

Of Resident Traj nj ng Managewe~t 7 tkbggl :Haff, 1 Ma:F 1973( 19) 

Colonel Lloyd D. Brown 

Colonel Ber nard A. Byr ne 

Co lonA.l Geor~ ~onnen 

Colonel Ashton Nanhart 

I.t. Colonel "Bruce Palmer 

Lt. Colonel Harold B. Ayres· 

Colonel John M. Hightower 

Colonel Frank T. !-'iildren 

Colonel Freder:i.ck R. Zierath 

Colonel Blair A. Ford 

Colonel Charles F. Leonard, Jr. 

o:>eptember 1944 

1948 

10 July 1949 

1 June 1950 

28 September 1950 

1 Octob9r 1951 (4) 

26 May 1952 (4) 

1 October 1954 

1 August 195 5( 7) 

16 January 1956 (8) 

Februa ry 1957 

SEE ALSO Deputy Assistant Commandant listing 

Colonel Ro~ert H. York 10 July 1957(11) 

Color.el Norman B. Ed•,.,ards 4 Harch 1958 

Colonel Frank M. Izenour 6 June 1959 

Colonel "i illiam H. Birdsong ( DI) 1 Ma.y 1960 ( 14/ 

Lt. Colonel Richard. 1:1. Healy(Acting31 August 1961 

Colonel John H. King (Coord) 

Colonel Laurence E. Chloupek 

Colone-l Naurice c. dolden 

Colonel Herbert E. \·lolff 

Colonel William E. Smith 

25 September 1961 

1 Febru~ry 199'3 

1 J uly 1963 

25 May 1965 

30 March 1966 

23 No~ember 1946 (1) 

9 July 1949 (2 ) 

31 May 1950 

27 September 1950( 3) 

30 Sept~mber 1951 (~) 

25 May 1952 

30 September J354( 5) 

31 July 1955( 6) 

15 J~nuary 1956(8) 

February 1957(9) 

25 t1a.y 1957 ( 10) 

3 ~larch 19 58 ( 12) 

5 June 1959 (13)_ 

30 April 1960( 14) 

31 At~.?."i.lS t 1961 

24 Sept ember 1961 (15) 

1 Februa ry 1963 

30 June 1963 

24 May 1965 

29 i'ic'l.rc!t 1966 

T~ 'D6JT~ 
6 June· l9o~ 



2 of 
Resident 

Director of l~~ t~~c tion, Dir of/Training ~~nagement 

Colonel George E. Wear 

Colonel John~-. Carley 

Colonel Byron D. Greene, Jr. 

6 June 1)6 9 30 October 1969 ( 16) 

31 October 1969 May 1970 ( 17} 

1 J~- 1970 ( 18) 

ICES : ( Genera.l:General 0::-il.e r s, USA IS; Infantry; Orgn directories , USAIC& USA IS; ;:,ayonet~ 
r & Navy Regi s ter, 23 Nov. 1946, p .4; (2} Bayonet, July 14, 1949, p.l6; (3) B"y ~,..e t, Sei 
;o :p .1; ( 4) Bayonet, Nay 29, 1952, p .l3; (5) Rac~~:t,Infantxr Schoo1 1!Qtly, Oct. 54 ,t. p: 
ronet, July 28, 1955, p .4 ; (7) 3ayonet, Aug 4, 1955, p.8; (8) Bayonet, Jan 19, l956 , p . 1 ; 
ronet, t-1ar 21, 1957, !'•8; (10) Bayonet, June 6, 1957,p.9; (ll)Bayor.P.t , Jul 11, 1957,p . 1 : 
•yonet , Mar 6, 1958, p .28; (13) Ba,yonet, Jun 11, 1959, p.l; (14) Bayonet, Apr 28,1960,p.: 
iyont?t , Sep 29, __ 1961, ~ · _2 .(16) Veri~'ied in Secy Uff. files J (17) Secy flUes; ( 18)Ba 

0
_ 

29, 1970, P• 6,, (19) 0fhc~al, USAIS H~storian, "begin 1 Mar 73 to be complete 1 Jul 7~; 



Soc=( _?, J S --"" I":·o~•:-v Ocbcl ( ') 

Secretary, School Staff (25) 

~~or Charles? . liall 

•jor 'J!illiam "J o :s'raeho!'f 

~jor- ~il H o Lear<i 

::. jor Fredericlc ~·icCa"be 

;:; Colonel Eu:.;ene E· I..£:.ndrum 
(n:aC.e Lt Col l~pr 38) 

... Colonel :-tenry P. Perrine 

t . Colonel Robert S. ~\:iller 

)lonel Herbert B . \{heeler 

olone1 Philip Kron 

t. Colonel Charles E. Jor~~son 

t. Colonel Bernd G. Baetcke 

1920- 1921 (;!.) 

1920- 1921 ( l) 

1922 ( l) 

19_2 B~~) 

1924 ( 1) 

(Sep) 1927 - (.~u~) 1529 (s) 

(Sep) 1929 - (::.uc) 19~2 (6) 

(5ep) 1932 

(Sep) 19 33(8) Janua~J 19)~(6) - Ju;.G i~j6 ( -. \ 
\. - J 

7 

April 1937(6) - Xov. 2.9~-0 (6) 

Dec. 191;.0 - ~.,e.o . 1941 (6) 

111arch 1941 - ~ac . 1941 ( 6) 

Feb . 1942 ( 6) 

\ c WI· _ct 
I 

, ·) 

Januai'"'J 1944 - 15 _:_:.?::- ~9..;.6~..;.;5; -:-

15 ' . 9 I ,...J~.- ' ~ C - ' ~ - \ 
n. :pr 1 ~o - !'...S..rc.:: .:..7 :.. -:; , _ : :::. 1 

,, 

::s: (l) - UD 6 .J lDou.s·hboy; (2) U 4Je . I 3 .0. 34(d!"lte)dU Classes a-c ·ns; (3) 19~-~ ·-·.::~0 :.? :-. : 
)ry(His~f-~l,e ) y~) U 423 !U 2(da!ce)cip OrC1:1 di~e9tory us1~IC6US.~. I~ ;~5) U :~~3 .-y _2_ : ·;2:_.,: .:.-
' or lnr ;)Cr.¢ \O) i.. cademlc Hecord flles ln Orflce; (7) U 408 . I j ...,_ 17(.::..::.:: ) .:..; ..:-·:..~ . ..::. . . 
)fficers rosters; (also U 408 . I 3 h. 13 dU; (8} U 423 .U 2 (1927- 34) pU c;.c.s -~iary, ..:·::.. 

~ 'Jht!ynt- P.'11 GE"' )' J :' ·' I ~. - ,f · \ ...,~ t•r"i"~·J.j_ · .n , 1:. , ': r < : rr. J , -·- •• ,_, 1 , 
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Lt. Colonel Wi l liam J . McCaffrey 

Lt. Colonel v/i.liam A. Du.r1can 

Lt. Colonel LeonPrd E. Garrett 

( 

August 1950 

28 Sept. 1990 

1 July 1952 

Sept 1950(4,6) 

June 1952 (4) 

Nov. 1953 (4) 

Lt . Colonel ~oy E. Creek Dec. 1953 Augus t 1954 (4) 

Colonel Edwa rd P. Smithi~ Sept. 1954(10) July 1956(4) 
~ 

Lt. Colonel Harold B. Johnson (Acting) ~x~~xX¥x~ 31 Oct. l955(11) 

Colonel FrA~k E. Ball 9 July J956(12) 14 June 1957 (13) 

Colonel James L. Osgard 

Colonel John J. Pavick 

Col onel Donald E . Cowan 

Lt. Colon~l Ted Fuller 

Lt. Colonel Ja.JJes S. Douglas 

Color.e-1 Joffre L. Gueymrlrd 

Lt. Co1o~el George P. McLendon 

Colonel Rich~rd J. O'Neill 

Colonel TyronE. Tisdal e 

Colonel Melecio Montesclaroa 

Colonel Claud W. Baker (Acting) 

Colonel M~iecio Montesclaros 

Lt . Colone l Elmer R. Ochs 

ES: (cont'd} 

15 June 1957 (14) 31 July 1958( 4) 

1 Aug 1958( 15) 15 Feb. 1960 

16 Feb. 1960(16~ January 1961 (4) 

Feb. 1961 

20 Jul 1962 

August 196} 

May 1964 

Sept 1964 

5 !'larch 1965 

14 Jan 1966 

May 1966 

July 1966 

5 May 1967 

19 July 1962: ( 4) 

Huly 1963 (4) 

May 1964 ( 4) 

A'.l.Gl.:.st 1964 ( 4) 

4 f·1a.rch 1965 ( 4) 

14 January 1966 

July 1966 

1 l'ie.y 1967 

15 April 1968 

net, Dec. 24, 1953, p.7;(10) Bayonet, Sep 16, 1954, P• 4;(11) Bayonet, Oct. 20, J955,?6 
net, Jul 19, 1956, p.2;(13) Bayonet, June 6, 1957,p.8;(14) Bayonet, June 20, ~957,pl211 
·net, Aug 7, 1958, p.3;(16) Bayonet, Feb 18, 1960, p.l; (17) Army & Navy Register, Jun 

10, 1944, P 17(18) Bayonet, Apr 25, 1946, p.1 (19) UD 7 .u 22- A dU-Rrog- Inf. Conf 
June 1946 , p.1. (20) Bayonet, 12 Sep 69, p. 2;(21) B~one t, 17 Ju.1 1970, p . 1; 

·onct , Apr 7, 72, p.1,2{22) Dir of Pers, USAIC records· (24) B yonet r 1 
1 icial, USSIS Historian, 18 Apr 73 ("begin 1 Mar 1973 to be co:plete 'l~ul ~~;/26) 4drgn 

Apr 1973; 



( 

' ~ ef 
Secreta;y, USAIS Secretar y , School Staff (25) 

Lt. Ce1ene1 Byren D. Gree.na 
(promoted! to Colonel) 

Oolonel Billy M. Vaughn 

Lt. Colonel John B. Blount 
( Promoted to COL. 

Colonel Herbert L . Frandsen 

Colonel William B. Steele 

MaJor Kenneth S . Pond (Acting) 

Lt. Colonel D Rickard 

1' A.pril 1968 

19 March 1969 -

1~ March 1969 

31 August 1969 (20} 

1 September 1969 13 July 1970(21) 

lf July 1970 (21X22)5 April 1972 (2~) 

I April 1972 

21 !>'!ar ch 1973 

2 April 1973 (26) 

21 March 1973 (24) 

1 Apr 1973 



------ - -·-----~.~~--~--l--------....;..__,..;.;.....;...;;.;,;,;-.;-..._......, __ = =-= .,.-------

( 

Secretary, USAIS 
I 

Maj or E . W. Leard (Acting) 1 

Major William F. Freehof 
Major Frederick McCabe 
Major Eugene M . Landrum 

(promoted to Lt Col Apr 38) 
Lt Col Henry P. Perrine 
Lt Col Robert S. Miller 
Colonel Herbert B. Wheeler 
Colonel Philip Kron · 
Lt Col Charles E. Johnson 
Lt Col B. G. Baetke 
Lt Col W. J . McCaffrey 
Lt Col W . A . Duncan 
Lt Col L. E. Gar·rett 
Lt Col Roy E. Creek 
Colonel Edward P. Smith 
Colonel Frank E . Ball 
Lt Col J arne s L . Low 
Colonel James L. Osgard 
Colone l John J. Pavick 

. Colonel Do.na ld E . Cowan 
·:t;t .Col T ed Fuller 
L't Col James S. Douglas 
Colonel Joffre L . Gueymard 
Lt Col George P. McLendon 
Colonel Richard J. O'Neill 
Colonel Tyron E. Tisdale 

. I 

-"" 

( 

May 31 - J un · 31 
Jun 31 - May 33 
Jan 34 - Jun 36 
Apr 37 - Nov 40 

Dec 40 - Feb 41 
Mar 41 -Dec 41 
Feb 42 

(Apr 1946) 
(1947 - Dec 1948) 

Jan 49 - Ju1 50 
Aug 50 - Sep 50 
Sep 50 - Jun 52 
Jul 52 - Nov 53 
Dec 53 - Aug 54 

(Apr 1955) 
Aug 56 - Dec 56 

(Jan 1957) 
Aug 57 - Jan 58 
Oct 58 - Nov 59 
Apr 60 - Jan 61 
Feb 61 - J u1 6 2 ' 
Ju1 62 - Ju1 63 
Aug 63 - May 64 
May 64 - Aug 64 
Sep 64 - Mar 65 
5 Mar 65 -



c . ( 

6 i'larch 1973 

History r epeats itself - to an extent: 

\·:!:er. I cal:le w work at USAI S Library in 1948, I \vas interviewed by the i.ibrary 
B::ice= and the Chief Librarian . 

'2'ne Library Officer, a Colonel had. the follo•.ring : 

r·:or.og=aph Co!Ilillittee of several Officers (Lt Colo!lels and I·Iajors) who 
hc.c. cooplete autnority on everything to do with Nonogr aphs 

Compiling tne Histories of UThe Infantry ::ichool. from r2por~s that \V.;.::·e 
wr~~ten by the departments . 

Chain of Command. for the Library . 

Tne C:1ief Libraria!l and ner professional Librarians wara er.--ci.::·ely res
;:ons:o ::.e :or all Library functions, going to the Colonel i: t!'.ey r:eeC.ed~ .::e •,;as 
Faculty status and coor dinated everything with the departreents for ~he good. o: 
the iibrary o 

\·lgen I reported for my employment inte rvievr both the !.ibrary Of:icer ar.C. 
the Chief Librarian interviewed me and made t heir dec i sion . ~:ter that I was 
unde r the Chief Librarian for my work . - The Colonel and the Chief !.ibra=ian \·!<=r.:: 
both professional and respected each other as such. 

(For verification of facts SEE History of The Infantry School (U 423 .u 22 ' :9~~) 
bU CAGE with its lists of Chiefs with ref~rences as so sources of ~a~~rialo 

L. Jones 

<8a~~Lcc- }tiL~~ -J 

; l>'--"'t:.-/ 1_c,,__c:: c....- ~- L L ~ .• ( ;'_,. -,:. 

~urrent ~ituation : Dir~cto~ate of E~ucational Te~ology is our Chief ; Library 
is 1n Le~rn1ng Hesources D1v1s1on of th1s with the head of t he div1sion physically 
in the L1bra ry, presently the position is filled by a CPT tho' it is a Major slot . 



( 

LIBRA OFFICER 

pt. F. H. Wilson 1931 - 1934 * 

t. Alexander H. Cummings 1934 - 1935 

jor Ronald L. Ring 1935 - 1937 

• Colonel Charles k. Willoughby 1937 - 1938 
Later Major General) 

:mel W. J •. Niederpruen 1938 - 1942 

t. Lt. Wesley B. Frane 1942-1943 

• Colonel John A. Gear,y 1943 - 1944 

lonel A. R. C. Sander 1944 - * 

)nel Andrew T. Knight - April 1945 

lonel Paul H. Mahoney Ap~l 1945 - July 1946 

lonel Harry S. Wilbur July 1946 - July 1948 

t;. <Dlonel Charles R. Etzler 

• Colonel Wi l liam A. Duncan July 1950 -Dec. 1950 

)r Kermit A. Blaney March 1952 - September 1952 

(After this there was no Li~rary Officerf Miss Ruth Wesley who had been Chief 
orarian since 1935 was in charge of all Library procedures remained as Chief. 

I 

Jurcess Histories, by date of USAIS, Organization charts of USAIS/USAIC & U 423 .U 2 
44) bU CAGE) I 

I 
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B<tr?.chut e ::>r> ctic'1 . i•l8..;v 19.12 ; PP. ra chu'te School, July 194 ~ ; Airborne School, 

January 1946, Airborne ~ection, November 1946 ; Airborne ~)epartment, Aug 

1948 Airborne-A r rr.;y A via t ::.on De-partmen t . Febru:iry 19"'5 1~ irborne-A ir Nobi-

lity Deua n nem. ; Ad.rborne Department, Ju.l~ l.9fii+. 

Bri gadier General Ge oree P. HO\.,rell, Comdt, Parachute Section , TIS, 
15 Nay 1942 1 July 1943 

Brigadi er Genera l Ridgl~y Gaither, Comdt, Parachute Schoo~ 
1 July 1943 5 August 1945 

Brigadier General James \.J. Coutts, Comdt, Parachute School, 
5 August 1945 10 ~eptember 1945 

Brigadier General Joe T. Higgins, Com~t, Para chute School~ 
10 September 1945 23 January 1946 

Major General Eldridee C. Chapman, Comdt, Airborne School, 
23 Janua ry 19~ 15 June 19~6 

Colonel Roy E. Lindquist, Chief, Airborne Section 
1 November 1946 1 February 1948 

t t. Colonel D~vid P . Schorr, Chief, Ai~borne Section, 
1 February 1948 26 August 1948 

Lt. Colonel Patrick F. Cassidy, Director, Airborne Department, 
27 August 1948 14 August 1950 

Lt . Colonel Richard J. Seitz, Director, Airborne Department, 
15 August 1950 27 July 1953 

Lt. Colonel Oscar E. Davis, Acting 

Colonel Leland G. Cagwin, Director, Airborne Department, 
9 September 1953 13 February 1955 

Colonel John J. Tolson, Director, Airborne-Army Avia tion Department 
14 February 1955 6 September 1956 

Colonel Willis.m E. Ekman, Director, Airborne-Air Hobili ty Department, 
7 September 1956 11 June 1959 (1) 

Lt. Colonel Harold E. Greer, Director, Airborne- Air Mobility Depart~ent, 
12 June 1959 31 August 1959 (2) 

Colonel Wi.llar d E. Harrison, Director, Airborne-Ai~ Nobility Department , 
l September 1959 9 June 1961 ( 3) 

Lt. Colone l Harold E . Greer, Director, Abn/AM Department, 
10 June 1961 19 August 1961 

' ,,, 



c ( 
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Airborne-Air Hobi li tv De t:B.rtment ; Airborne- .Departaent, July 196j 

Colo:1el Hichael Paulick, Director, Abn/AH Department, 
20 August 1961 (4) 

Colonel Tal ton 'vl. Long, Director, A bn/ AM Department, 
October 1963 

Colonel L3.mar A. v!elch, Director, Abn/ AH Dep::..rtment, 
l February 1964 

Colonel Robert B. Tully 3 June 1972 

Octob' l' 1963 

Janul3.ry 1964 

2 Jure 1972 

,, 

ESs (General-General vrders, USAIS; Infantry; Orgn . Director)es, USAIC & USt>.IS; BP.yon!: 
'net, Jur.e 11, 1959, p.2 (2) Bayo:1et, September 17, 1959, p.l; (3) Bayonet, J~.~ 16 , :l# 
1 ( 4) Ba.yonet, August 25, 1961, p . l 



A.JIIS-A 

Reference Librarian 
USAIS Library 
A'rl'N: Kiss .Jones 

• ( 

History of the Infantry School Piles 

Dir • Abn Dept 11 Mar 68 
USAlS CPT Stona/eb/545-1402 

1. Reference: U.et of Department Director• with your request for additional 
~rmation. attached. 

2. 'l'he following information is provided to update the History of the In
try School file&: 

a. 1he "Airborne-Army Aviation Department" became the "Airborne-Air 
U:l.ty Departmene on 14 February 1955. 

b. The "Airborne-Air Mobility Department" became the "Airborne Depart
t" on 23 .July 1964. 

c. Colonel Lamar A. Welch, 024391, became Director of the Airborne
MObility Department on 1 february 1964 and is presently the Director of the 

borne Department. 

F<Jl THE DllEc.rOR: 

ncl AJU)IE B. HcCLtmB. Jll. \ 

s 'I' LTC• Infantry \ 
Deputy Director 

\ 
/ 

/ 
r 

I 

I 

1 

l 

\ 



( ( 

Army Extension C0crrse Section/Department, i Non-Res ide~t ins truction 

Oct. 1953 ; NonResident Unstruction & Training Literatur;, 26 Or.t. 1963; Dept. 

of NonResident lnstruction, -20 May 69: Non Reajdent Inatn,ction Dept., ~1 

MaY 69 -(20) ;Nonresident Instr.otien/!OTC A(faira lepartment (~ DepantmQ~t 

of Army-Wide Training Support , 7 Mar 73 ( 23) ; 

Colonel \vaine i>.rcher June 1946 (18,19) 

Colonel .tlarry S. vlilbur 1 April 1950(15,17) 

Lt. Colonel Paul J. Bryer 1 October 1950(16) 

Lt. Colonel Evert E. Ream 1 August 1951( 1) 

Lt. Colonel George Childs 16 September 1951 

Lt. Colonel Buford E. Boyd(actg) 1 July 1953 

Colonel Charles l. Mudgett, Jr. 1 November 1953 

Colonel Claude M. Howard 

Co lone 1 John D. Coney 

Lt. Colonel Paul J. JaDrett 

Colonel Robe~t s. Cain 

Lt. Colonel Gustus Luckett 

Colonel Otto R. Koch 

Colonel John Bisbing 

Lt. Colonel Francis H. Greg6 

Colone l Harry Huppert 

1 August 1955( 2) 

16 October 1955(3) 

25 June 1957 (5) 

1 August 1957 ( 6) 

1 August 1960 

2 September 1960(8) 

5 January 1961 

16 June 196J 

15 September 1961 

Lt. Colonel Joffre L. Gueymard 1 January 1963 (12) 

(14) 

30 Sept embf'r 1950 

31 July 1951 

15 September 1951 

30 June 1953 

31 October 1953 

31 July 1955 

30 September 1955 

31 1>1arch 1957 (4) 

August 1957 ( 7) 

1 July 1960 

1 September 1960 

~ 

'• 

4 January 1961 ( ·. :3) 

15 June 1961 ( 10) 

14 September 1961( 11) 

3~' December 1962 

31 August 1963 



t 

.4. ss e ss:nen "G Cer.te:r, School Deuartrr.ent , l Har 1973 (l) 

Colonel \of Veaudry 2 April 1973 (2) 

mcz:s : (l) Official , u;:;AIS Historian , 18 Apr 1973, "begin l Mar 1973 to be complete i 
73; (2) Orgn Chart , 2 April 1973; 
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Department of Nonresident Instruction J Non Resident Instruction Dept. -·. : I I 
Nenresident Instruction/~OTC Affairs ~pt. (21) 

Colonel Clinton B. J'ia.le 1 Se~tember 1963 

Lt. Colonel ~arl w. Buchanan 1 September 1964 

C0 lonel Ned B. M~bry 1 December 1964 

Lt. Colonel James F. Schoonover 31 ~~y 1966 

Colonel Albert B. Ward, Jr. 

Colonel William R. Guthri~ 

1 July 1966 
/' ' 

1).') 2'b ~ugust 1969 

31 August 1964 

30 November 1964 

31 May 1966 

1 Jul y 1966 

25 August 1969 (21) 



c (_ 

3 of 

Eepar t men t of Nonresident l nstruc tion ••• Nonresident Instraction/~OTC Af f airs 
lepl.rtment, (2~) J (24) 

' ,, 

REFERENCES t (General -GO's , USAIS ; Orgn Di rec t ories , USAIC & USA I S; I nfantry 
Bayonets (1) BRyonet, Aug 2 , 1951 , p .B,21;( 2) Bayone t, Aug 4 , 1955 , P•9 ( 3) 
Bayonet, Oct 20 , 1955 , p . 6 (4) Bayone t, Apr 4 , 1957 , p . lO ( 5)Bayonet , Jun~ 27,1957 
P•3 ( 6) Bayone t, Se:r 26, l 957, !) .1( 7) Bayone t, J a n 9 , 195B , p . 24 ( B) B<'-yonE> t , 
Sep 16, 1960 , p .31\9) Bayonet, J an 13, 1961, p 1(10) B8y OnPt , J une 23 , 1961,p .l ; 
(11) Bayonet, Sep 22 , 1961 p .l (12) Bayonet, Jan 25 , 19h3 , po8j. ( 13) Ba ,:c.!!c't , JA.!'l 
20, 1961 p.1 ( 14) :fxfaN:tj'pSiepx Ba yone t, Sep Xl , 1951,p.ll ( 15 ) Inf antl":-' · ::;j 1 
1950; (16) Inf P..ntry, Oct. 50; (17) UD 7 .U 23-A dU Inf. !ins t ructors Conf 1. 50 , 
P• 11; (18) lTD 7 .U 22-A riU -Pro~ram-Inf. Conf, J une 1946 , P • 1 ( 19) -~ ~~ , vy 
Register, Nov. 2~, 1946, P•4o (20) Woed-of-Mouth,BG Sidney Berr.r)J (21) Week~ Dir 
Aug 1 & Sep 4, 1969;; (22) Jai~y Julletin23 Jan 71 IJ 6 JA1so Jispositien forms 
15 ~ec. 70 eSc ll Jan 71 with effective da te 1 Jan 71 for chance. (23) Daily Bulletir 
7 Mar 73 # 9~24) Official, USAIS Historian, 18 .Apr 73 11begin 1 Mar 73 to be comp1et 

1 Jul 1973"; 



c .. 
Communications Section/ Department Commtmications/Electronics 
Department, July 196~ 

Colonel Maximilian Clay 19~9 

Colonel Bernard A. Byrne 1942 

Colonel Howard F. Pullian 194~ 

Colonel Maximilian Clay 1943 

Colonel Everett L. Rice November 1944(1~) 

Colonel Brookner Brady 17 March 1946 (2) (14) 

Colonel Paul Hamilton 

Colonel Wolcott K. Dudley 13 September 1951 

Colonel Noble J. Wiley 20 January 1954 

Lt. Colonel Melvin Hletcher 1 August 1954 

Colonel Earl F. Klinck 20 December 1954 (5) 

Colonel Rollin B. Durbin 1955 

Colonel John To Corley September 1957 

Lt. Colonel Aussie P. Brown M.irMarch 1958 

Colonel Julian H. Martin 10 August 1958 

Lto Colonel Aussie P. Brown,Acting,2 May 1960 

Colonel Glenn H. Gardner 

~olonel Charles J. Benge 

20 June 1960 (10) 

30 September 1961 

1942 

1943 

194~ 

1944 

16 l1arch 1916 (1) 

12 September 1951 (3) 

19 January 1954 (4) 

31 July 1954 

19 December 1954 

1955 

9 August 1957 (6) 

16 March 1958 (7) 

9 August 1958 

1 Nay 1960 

19 June 1960 

29 ~ptember 1961 

4 October 1961 



p 2 of 
Communicati6hs/Electronics Department, 

Colonel Hubert E. Strange 5 October 1961 

c 

Oolonel Howard B. St. Clair 29 March 1963 (12) 

Lt. Colonel Donald A. Beyer(Acting) July 1963. 

Colonel Lamar A. Welch September 1963 

Lt. Colonel Donald A. Beyer Bebruary 1964 

Colonel Norman L. i'~rtin 23 July 1966 

Colonel Richard C. Horne, III 25 August 1966 

Lt. Colonel James Robertson, Ac ting 31 July 1968 

Colonel John B. McKinney 9 August 1968( l5) 

Lt. Colonel Robert D. Sweeney 21 November 1969 

Colonel John W. Pierce July 1972 

27 March 1963 

June 1963 

de!)tember 1963 

January 1964 

22 July 1966 

24 August 1966 

31 July 1968 

8 August 1968 

lO November 1969 (16) 

July 1972 ( 17) 

REJ:t,ERE;:~ CE:S: (General- <.reneral Orders, USAIS, Infantry; Orgn Directories, U::iAIC &: S. 
:Navy Register, 16 !liar 46; 23 :tv"!8.r 46, p.5; (2) Bayo!'let, Mar 14, 1946, p.2 
let, Sep 13, 1951, p. 1; (4) Bayonet, Jan 21, 1954, p.9; (5) Bayone t , Dec. 23, 19)4, pl 
tet, Aug 15, 1957, p.8; (7) Bayonet, Sep 19, 1957, p.l;(8) Bayonet, Nar 6, 1958, :p.28; 
tat, Aug 14, 1958, p.ll;(lO) Bayonet, Jun 23, 1960, p.l (11) Bayonet, O~t. 6, 196l,p10 
yonet, t~rch 29, 1963 , p. 34; (13) BaYonet, March 21, 1946, p.~~q3• (14) UD 7 .u 22-A 
.. dU -Progm.-~. Conf\ June 1946, p.l; (15) Bayonet, Sep 27, 1968, p.37; 

3 r~f~ed in Secy F~les; (17J Note from Historian, Secy Off, 20 Nov 1972; 



!:':-:t ta Processing Offi::::e, ; Research, Analys i s , Data ~rocessinF, Office, 

1962 (1 Apr . 1963, made rart of S2cy's Office, USA I S); Electroni c Data Processing 

Service C-=nter, ; Of fice of D~ta Systems,l5 Auaus t 1966 (EstablishPd as 
an Academic Staff Arenc~ Changed to USA Inf Ctr Management Information Systems 

Office, 1 July 1972 

Major Charl es E . \.felch 

Cap'tainvlilli am yf . Freitag 

Ma jor l.aivrence S . Nyers 

Col onel Claude H . Baker 

Lt. Colonel Roland E. Peixotto 

Colonel John B. Wine 

Lt. Colonel Louis H. Boettcher 

J anua l"'J 1962 

February 1965 

.::le _ytember 1965 

August 1966 

1 December 1967 

15 January 1968 

1 March 19 71 ( 3) 

February 1965 

AUC'lS t 1965 

August 1966 

25 July 1967 ( 1) 

5 Februa ry 1968 (2) 

27 Februar.y 1971 (3) 

NOTE. : l July 1972"Merged" with Inf. Ctr Management I nformation &,ys tems 
Of f i ce , s o no l onger a part of USAlS . 

r ences: (Genera l - General Urderw~ USAIS, InfantEY, Or gn Director i es, USA IC & USA I S, 
b' Directive 20 August 1967; (2J Weekly Dir ect ive , 20 Fagruary 1968;(3) DF From ODS 
., Mar 1971; 



c c 
General Sect~on, ; Staff Den~ rtment , : Special Suh.iects 

Der.-£.rtment, 1958 -30 April 1963; Comnany Onerntions Dr:·r:n·trne-:t, 1 Hay 196?; 

Comnan;v Tactics D.., n:=,rtment, October lq6 3 - 9 .Novernbr; r 196? j Domrany 

OnArations Deuar~rnent, 10 November 1965 -

Hajor Gec r ge :e. Rozelle;~ Jr. 

Ma jor John R. b revTe r 

Hc> jor 8arl Ivi. 'll ilson 

Lt. Colonel JamesG. Hannah 

Lt. Colonel G. il . ·:!H1i::.ms 

Colonel W A. Ganoe 

Colonel ~aite C. Johnso~ 

Colonel Philip B. Peyton 

Hajor E 

1919 

1920 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Colonel Osee.. T .. r ~ Focp 92S' 

Lt. C:olonel ; .. :S<.?.ye;.· 1930 

Najar .H.bert .) • ". ;'r;r;ker 1932 

Major Thc:::P..s G • . :~arn 1.93·: 

193!) 

Lt . Colonel C. 

Colone l A1 o fl70 p ?ox 1.940 

C01onel Jame<; l\·0~ .. ::: ··. i'1 ·_9r 

Co lone ) Leor -~ ~~ e:.hmlY\. 91~ 

Colonel A"'~-·.,.. ,q,l\_,.-., ' v 
!q/ 

Color>0' Ross 9.1~L 

Colon€.: r ..-;... ... (} G1U 91' 

1920 

1922 

1926 

1927 

J.q.c.? 

l94) 

1944 



( 

? · 2 

Gene!'::tl Sectior. 0 • • 

Co lone 1 Fay Hoss 

Cclonel ::'r:l.nk ''lard 

Co lone 1 -"- rois t<:ad Head 

Lt . Colonel J D. Cone 

Colonel :Tcc.r~e .b: . Bush 

Co lone 1 ;.~e.ds G. rla.rda.w.:ly 

Colonel James V. ·rhompson 

Colonel Elai~ Ford 

Colonel J R. Smoak 

Co l one l 0 z. Ty ler 
* 

C0 lonel Roy P.. J'-1urray 

Col onel Geor ge A. Hcr.ee 

Co lone 1 Ric'12 rd ':!. Na bee 

Lt . Colonel Clinton~. :g.J 

Colonel 'vJi l J iaP.' - ' J ... .. 

Colonel ':li l ~ j~~ 

Lt . Color 

Colonel .,...__•!ten .., . Gete::; 

Colonc>l J.~orce 

Colonel Gleude 

C•lenel Thomas B. Maertens 

Colonel John D. white 

( 

of 

1945 
.. ' I • .. ' 

1948 

1949 

1 June 1950 

30 July 1950 

27 1-:n.rc!: 1952 ( ~) 

21 July 1952 ( 3) 

1 July 1954 ( 4) 

J·une 1955 

1 Aueust 1955 ( 5} 

13 Ne.y 1956 

1() ,. 
vune 1957 (e) 

15 I\~~P...,b·:::r 1958 

J J c:~ 'X:!'/ 1961 (i1\ .. ) 
l ~"T l:- t 

1 )b2(-hc~; Yl ·; 

1 ~ A2 

l l' <;obe r 196. 

4 J· r :. 

1 May 1968 ( ~) 

1 Feb. 1969 

l .Jur~c.. 195~ ( 1) 

~0 July 195'2 

30 June 19~1: 

2-,: 
/ June 1·?~5 

31 ... T :;J J' )O::C.c; ., ""'/ 

12 !\'1ay 1956 (6} 

9 J u:r.e 1957 

1 II 
-·r :!Jccer.lb"'"'~"' 

, 
~=-· R 

3J De-::~nr.h"-::' 1(1co 

.. , 
)- !·.-;y 1<:6? 

30 ,J 1..l.'1€ J962 

.Tt-: .. "le -~9h3 

.,. ., .. , 196; ' - -\ - \ I ·/ 

.... ld ":: - ....... ~ 

30 April 1968 (14) 

31 J anua ry 1969 (15) 

1 May 1969 



c ( 
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General Sec t i on Comnany o~erPtions Departmen~, 

Colonel John P. Geraci 1 May 1969 

Lt. Colonel Jack Whitted, Acting 1 December 1969 

Colonel John 1. Osteen ~1 December 1969 

Colonel Herbert 1. Frandsen 

,. •, :r; • "Y":~.l_ \J_'(~PY.S, 

5 April 1972 

l ·~ ,. - ~ . ----· ' ~ ...... ( . 
-) 

30 November 1969(16) 

30 December 1969 ( 17) 

5 April 1972 (18) 

l , 
l 

"~1~~ .T'.. ,~. ] ~ 1950, :'~~): llg ';.( ~1~0 ) ro9; -,,.,, .. -'t, ) . 1 J..;~?1 :;.1. 
1.;? ,1 B·"·o"''-'.. 1 2~< ') "' 1· 1 • 'l'.,. ~ ) · • c-c: ~ ' / '· . I n.l,. • ... • ') ... ·t · 7 .. 0 ;. \. . I ·.. '" '· ''l ' .... ""'I -,. "'. ) ,;.- • 1. : 

~:,. ·., .. t -·-):5> :'e'/ ~ .:s-on~~-~, 1 7 ,,~5[ 1 ~.?~ \?> .~ .. ,. f; - , J·tr. ?l *'. ,,, 
o~ ~ !\. : '9'-',i),:p.8_ - OnPt,; ) 1957. ~).?.(5~ '• ·':r , ;_·eG'"!.'\''? 1_' 

,96>- . , ., ,... ()"'">27 rar '- --. fl·· ', ''" 'l""'"'t' ll-~" ~ ~ 1 1\l:>\ ~., , ....... , ..... , ... : . . - -. .... ') ...... , . -...... 
·.:;; t ·r· ? 1 -__ .. • • '1 , !' . J ( 1_., ,j:__ 7 .U 22-t. cs.U Program-Inf Conf t J ·.me 46, P• lJ 
(14) Bayonet, May 10, 1968,p.10J (15) U 423.5 .A 32 dU 1969-Feb~16), Veri,ied 

Secy File$;(17) Secy Files; (18) Bayonet, Apr 7, 72, p.l,2; 

0' 



(1) 
WD.FJ!SIUP DEPAJm!B!t. l Max 1969 • 

Celene1 Jehn J). Vh.tte 

Colonel John A. Hoefli.n« 

Colonel William B. Steele 

LtColonel Billy Rutherford,£cting 

~olonel James W. Dingeman 

Colonel Jtl~l) 'J Walsh
1
:fr-, 

1 Ma7 1969 -
19 July 1969 (2} 

21 August 1970 

5 April 1972 

15 November 1972 

2 April 1973 

18 July 1969 
20 August 1970(3) 

5 A nril 1972 (4) 

15 November 1972(5) 

1 April 1973 (6) 

B&P£&1JC1:0ti a (1) USliS OS (3/12/69h \l"kq Di• 1 lfa7 19691 (2) Assi~ent of Incom
Lg Colonels, 17 Jul 69J (3}· Secy files; (4) Bayonet, Apr 7, 72 , p.l,2 ; (5) Note from 
~ian, Scey Off, 20 Nov. 1972; (6) Official, Orgn Chart, 2 Apr 1973; 



c (~ 

Management & Budget Office, April~963; Office of Management & Budge t, School 
St aff, 1 Mar 1973 ( 5) 

Lt. Colonel David P. Reekin 1 April 1963 July 1964 

Major Philip L. Mason July 1964 .August 1964 

Lt. Colonel James Schoonover,Actg) August 1964 30 November 1964 

Colonel Joel w. L~son 1 December 1964 31 January 1966 

Lt. Colonel A F. Alfonso 1 February 1966 20 February 1966 (M&l3) 

Colonel Carroll D. Shealy iJ1. March 1966 (H&B) 2.0 August 1968 

Colonel Wil liam L. Humphrey 21 August 1968 1 April 1971 

Colonel Jere o. Whittington (1) :n April 1971 (2) 19 January 1972 (3) 

Colonel John H. Barne r 20 January 1972 1 March 1973 (4) 

Colonel James Dingeman (6) 2 Apr i l 1973 

REFERENCES:(General-G01 s, USAIS; Infani;y; Orgp directori~s, USA(I Q & USAIS. 
Bayonets o ( l ) tt, /1 )o Ci~l \ tf.,, r /;'e/Qi C: ,tid"'- r<) rJ ; 2) Dir of Pers, 

cords; (3) Note from His t orian, Secy Off, 20 Nov 72; (4) Daily ulletin 1 Mar & BaYone1 
, P· 15; ( 5) Off i ci al, USAIS Historian, 18 Apr 7Y1begin 1 Mar 73 to be complete 1 Jul 73 

Char t , 2 Apr 1973; 



.( 

Office of 3'eputy Assi·stant Commandant Combat &'Training Development , School Staff, 
'la r ch 1973 ( l) 

Colonel Robert H. Siegrist 

I 
I, . 

• j 

I 
·'I' 

2 Apri~ l973 (2) 

• 

Sources : (1) Official , USAIS Histor i an, 1a Apr l973-11begin l i'•,rch 1973 to be com
July 1973; (2) Or gn Chart , 2 Apr 1973; 

. .J,: 



('· 

Of:ice of Direc~ora~e of Co~cepts & Studies, DAC CTD, School Staff, 1 Mar 1973(1) 

Color-.el John HcCleary 2 Apri l 1973(2) 

Sourcas: (1) Official, USAIS Hiswrian, 18 Apr 1973 "begin, l Mar 1973 to be comple 
L973; (2J Crgn Chart, 2 Apr 1973; 

.. 



c. .r 
\ 

DAC CTD 

Of:i ce of Di~sc torate of Doctrine &.!raining Development/ School Staff (~j 

Colonel james E·. Ar!llstrong 15 November 1972 (l) 

! • 

3L~nC~S : ( l f Note from USAIS Historian, Secy Off , 20 Nov.l972; (2) Official, USAIS 

.an , EX2C lifi' , •ates-begin 1 Har 1973 to be complete 1 July 1973; 



c ( 

Dir:ecto:ra te of Educa c;ional 'l'ech.:1ology, School 'staff, 1 J.Vlar · 1973 (2) 

Lt. Colonel Billy E. Ru"therford 15 Nov 1972 ( 1) 

.i 

.... 

SotJRCE3 :(1) No'te from USAIS Historian, Secy Off , ·20 No . v 1972 ; (2.) Official dates 
}~r 1973 to be complete 1 July· 1973; 



c 
Of : ice of Jirectora~e of Y~t . riel Systems Development, DAC CTD , School Staff, 1 MaJ 

973 ( 1) 

Colo~el Jo~~ 1 . Daniels 2 ·April 1973 (2) 

SOURC£S: q.) Official,. USAIS Historian, 18 lipr 1973 "begin, 1 Mar 1973 to be complet 
1973 ; ( 2) Orgn Chart , 2 Apr 1973; 



- -::-:-:-=.__ - -...J .-...:.-.~· ==========:=::==========:::::::::::::;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;:;:;::=:=::::====::::::::::::::====~ 

c ( 

Of :'ic.:: of :::Jirectorc. te of Or~,.niza 1;ion (D..ac-·cTD), School Staf f, 1 Mar 1973 ( 1) 

Lt. Colo~el Walte r R. Jones 2 Apr 1973(2) 

.i 

SUV?.CES ~ ( 1) Official, USAI S Historian,- 18 Apr 73-"Begin l Nar 1973 to be complete 
f 1973~ (2¢r gn Chart, 2 Apr 1973; 



, I 
r 

I 

Office o~·~irectorate of Test · & Evaluation, DAC CTD), School Staff, 1 Mar 1973 (1) 

Colo:1el·Jose:ph l·Iaste'rson 

I , . 

2 Apr 1973(2) 

S01J'rtCES: ~ :::_) Official USAIS Historian, 18 Apr 73 "begin l i'iar 1973 to be complete. by 
173; ( 2) 02·gn Chart, 2 Apr 1973; 

.i 



c ( 

Office ef Infantr.y »ectrine & Materiel, 1 Sep 19641- "- 2.'6 May 1968 ; 

Off i ce of poctrine, Deve lopment , Lit erature & Planning, 27 May 1968 ~}) -

1 Mar 1973 (9) 

Celenel Ralph L. Whitt 1 Septeaber 1964 

Celenel Henry H. Hari.enierch 27 March 1965 

Celenel Wile7 B. 'iiis&ea June 1965 

Celenel Frediie W. Graalinc Janua.ry 1966 

Celene1 Arthur R. Datneff Feltruary 1966 

Ce1enel Len D. Mar1ewe>, Jr. 10 July 1967 (2); 

Lt . Col onel Loui s H. Boettcher 3 Janua ry 1969(4) 

Colonel Bru.ce H. Fraf er 14 July 1969(5) 

Colonel G W:. Bauknight 2 April 1970 

Colonel Walter H. Root, Jr. 24 Juif 1971 (8) 

26 March 1965 

June 1965 

January 1966 

Felt1'W'-ry 1966 

5 Jul7 1967 ( 1) 

3 January 1969 ( 4) 

1~ July 1969 

l April 1970 (6) 

24 Jut, 1971 

Reorganization of USAIS , Th~s Departmen t disbanded and combi ned with Office of / d 
1uty Assis t ant Commandant Combat & Tr aining Deve lmpmen t (9) 

REFERENCESs (General-GO_,.,, Vs&ISJ InfantryJ Oren Directoriea:, USAIC & Us.i.ISJ 
Bqeneta, Weekly Directivesa (1)i Weekly Directive, 12 July 19671 (2) .. Weekq 
Directive, 20 July 1967a:(3) Daily Bulletin (4) Ba;?one t, 3 J an 69 , ;p.l (5) Weekly 

Dir # 29, 24 Jul 69; (6) Secy files;{7) OC Grad Ceremony, 13 Jul 71J\8) Dir of Pere 
!Cords.J ( 9 ) Of fi cia l His t ori an, USABS , EXEC Off, 18 Apr 73 "begin 1 Mar 73 t o be complet 
-973 ; 



( 

(11) 
Operations Sect ion/DeJa.rtment, Ope:ra.tiena Office-,J Opera tions 

& Logistics, July 1969 -~Mar 1973; Of f i ce of Logistics, 1 Mar 1973 (13) 

Major Haymond G. Lehman June 1936 

Captain John W. Harmony June 1939 

Major Richard G. McKee June 1940 

Lt. Colonel Paul L. Turner August 1942 

Lt. Col onel Ed\orin A. Machen !>larch 1943 

Col onel Walter B. Fariss July 1943 

Colonel Richard M. Sandusky November 1945 ~) 

Lt . Colonel William D. Cavness I1ay 1949 

Colonel Michael E. Halloran October 1949 

Colonel ataaley M. Lonning 24 April 1952 

Colonel Richard G. Sherrard, Jr. September 1952 

Colonel John M. Lynch 31 October 1953(2) 

Colonel William F. Kernan 27 Februar.y 1955 (3) 

Colonel Robert H. Crouch, Jr. 14 July 1957 

Colonel Daniel B. Porter 15 June 1959 (4) 

Colonel John W. Jackaon 1 December 1960 (5) 

Col onel John M. King Hay 1962 

Colonel Thomas B. Ross 1 July 1962 

Colonel Joffre L. Gueymard 1 June 1964 (6) 

Colonel \Yilliam J . Higgins, J r. June 1965 

Lt. Colonel John R. \oJalker , J r ., Acting 9 r-Iarch 1970 (<&) 

Lt . Colonel 'Wil iur . Thiel · " 

Colonel John Tyler 15 ~eptember 1970 

Comonel Robert B. ~elson 3 January 1972 

C~. Colonel Elli ot t P. Sydnor 31 August 1972 

June 1939 

June 1940 

August 1942 

Mar ch 1943 

July 1943 

November 1945 

May 1949 ( 1) 

October 1949 

April 1952 

September 1952 

30 October 1953 

26 February 1955 

13 July 1957 

May 1959 

30 November 1960 

May 1962 

30 June 1962 

31 May 1965 

June 1965 

6 J:.Ia.rch 1970 

19 Ju.D.970 (9) 

14 Sept. 19 70( 10) 

December 1971 (12) 

30 Augus t 1972(12) 



0 
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Operations Section/Department; Oper ations & Logistics, 
( 11) 

July 1969 -

REFERENCES} (Genera l-Genera l Urders, USAIS; Infantry; Orgn Directories, USAIC & 
USAIS; Bayonets. 
(1) Bayonet, June 23, 1949, p.l (2) Bayonet, Nov 5, 1953, p . l9; (3)Bayonet, Nar 

3, 1955 , p.28; (4) Bayonet, June 18, 1959, p.32 (5) ~aYOnet, Dec. 2, 1960,p.l 
( 6) Bayonet, June 5, 1964, p.2 (11') ..!Lr"f .; • 7"' ,;. ~11 ~-r" 't, r ,.~ ~ J tJAC- "ft. ;0 J 

(8}Bayonet, 6 Nar 70 , P • 30 , & Graduation Ceremony, IOBC 14-70, 9 Nar 70; · 
(9) Secy files; (10) Secy files; (11) Or~n cha rt, July 1969).; ( 12) Note f r om Hisdlc 

Secy Off, 20 Nov 72; (13) Offi c i a l, USAIS Hi storian, 18 Apr 73 "begin 1 l>lar 1973 to be 
1 J ul 1973; 



(_· 
' ,,, 

~n~er Tr~inine Command, Ran~er DepartmP-nt, Oct. 10 , 1951 : 
Ranger Traini ng Command, 12 September 1967; Range~ Dept. 10 Feb. 6g(4) 

I.. iiugus t 1950-51 --- Offices· w-=r.-: set up on 2d floor of the Infantr-j' 
School as temporary quarters for organization of the Ranger Training Command and 
later, in late October moved to the OCS area in Harmony Church ar~a. 

Commandant - Colonel John G. VanHouten 
1i ssis tant Corr.mar.d~nt - Colonel ltiilbur \o/ilson 
Adjutant i"'.tajor ;:iamuel N. Cromwell 

Ranger rl'raining Command deactivated, 17 October 1951 

2. The Ranger Department, The Inf~try School was established, effecti ve 
ee01, 10 October 1951. Depe.rtment estao1ished per GO 113, dated 9 October 19511 

\orith Colonel Henry G. Learnard. Direclbor, Lt. Colonel Edwin J .. Briggs, Executive 
Of:t'icer, and was charged with continuous study and development of Ea.nger doctrine 
and prep...ration and conduct of t he Ranger Training Courses·. 

3. August 1950 - 10 October 1951, Colonel John G. Van Houten, Commandant 
Ranger Training Command (3) 

4. 10 October 1951 - 20 August 1952, Colonel HenrJ G. Learna r d , Di rector 
Range r Department 

5· 20 August 1952 - 22 Hay 1955, Colonel Gerald C. Kelleher, Di rector, 
Ranger Department 

6. 22 .Nay 1955-17 :t-1arch 1958, Colonel John J. Dalton, Directo!.', 
Ranger Department 

1.. 17 Harch 1958 - 28 May 1960, Colonel John T. Corley, Director, 
Ranger Department 

8. 28 Nay 1960 - 30 Hay 1962, 
Ranger Depart~ent 

Colonel Bernard G. TPeters, Director, 

9. 1 June 1962 (1) 20 April 1964, Colonel John W. Jac~son, Director, 
Ranger Depa.rtment 

10. 21 April 1964 (2) October 1964,}t:-colonel Jesse 11 . Horrow , Dir ec tol 
Ranger Depa.rtment 
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11 .. November 1964 - Sept. 1967 Colonel I A . Edwa rds, Di r ector, 
Ranger Derartment 

12. 12 September 1967 - 31 Janua ry 1969 Colonel I A. Edwards, 
Commanding Officer, Ranger Training Command . 

13 1 Feb~ry 1969 - 30 November 1969(6) Colonel Y. Y. Phillips, Jr. 
Director, Han~er Department 

14 Colonel John Geraci 1 December 1969 ( 6)- 22 July 1971 

15 Colonel David E. G~e, Jr •• 7)2~ July 1971(~) 
Director, Ranger Department 

REFERENCES: (General- Ge neral Order s , U:-3-A.IS , I nfantry, Orgn di rect ories , u::;_.,JI) & 

USA IS • Bayonets 
(1) Bayoneti June 1, 1962, P• 1; (2) B~onet, -o!prH 24, 1964 , P • l; (3J Bayonet, 
AUooust. 9.' 95~, p.l.; (4) Official paper , GOs, CAGE; (51 ll 423.5 .a 32 (1969) 

(6) Ver~f~ed, ~ecy F~les; (7) Bayonet, 6 ~at 1971, p.lJ \8) Dir of Pers ~ USAICJ 



[ 

History of nger Tr lnin Command 

.IS Libr ry co, er Tng Comd 6 JMarch 19 
rN: eference Libr rian CPT DeMey/m /5-64Zl 

The information tat d in the att ch d document i correct except for th 
l)wing blch bould b included: 

a . On lZ eptem 1967, th 
ger Tr inlna Command. 

b . Novem r 1964 • Se e.t'Jlber 1967 Colonel I . • dwarda, Director, 
aer D partment. 

c . September 1967 -
cer, ger Training Command. 

0 THE CO 1MANDE : 

Colonel I . • Edward • Co 

OH E Y 
C ptaf.n, Infantry 

jutant 

nding 



History of Ranger Training Command 

~IS Library C), Ranger Tng Comd 6 March 1968 
r'N: aeference Librarian CPT DeMey/me/5-6421 

The information stated in the attached document ia correct except for the 
Dwing which should be included: 

a. On 12 September 1967, the Ranger Department was redesignated the 
ger Trainin& Command. 

b. November 1964 -September 1967 Colonel I.A. Edwards, Director, 
ger Department. 

c. September 1967 -
cer, Ranger Training Command. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

Colonel I.A. dwards, Commanding 

JOHNDEMEY 
Captain, Infantry 
Adjutant 
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~ . .. . ... . ... 
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1950 

. .~ . 
. . ' . .. . . ~ . . . 

Apr 1952· June 1952 

: .. .... ·Colonel Jamea r • .ldama ,chief 
. ;~ - ; I -

'.:)·· Colonel Orrin c. ltrusger, Dep AO tor CDO 

Sept. 1952 • ~t. 1953 

Oot. 1953 • M&roh 1956 

April 1956 • Januar;r 1957 
I;:'; 
.... . Colonel 'lhomas B.· :Beok, Chiet 

. 
.. ';::/ Colonel Dured E. Townsend, Chief 
! ... .. 

:, Colonel George D • . Patters~n (aotina) 

<' Colonel Charles 'l. Horner, C~e:t 
. ' 

·· Colonel Cjril D.aorner .' · . 

' · Januar,y 1957 - August 1958 

August 1958 • Sept. 1958 

S9pt. 1958 • April 1960 

April 1960 • December 1961 

£olonel Kennath Eckland December 1961 -
· .. . :• Reorganization in July 1962 removed this _Agency from 
. ... .. '.: . ,., ... USAIS organiza~io~. -
• t 1 ' ' \

11 
• J I f : {), \ o' ' 

.'·• . 

._. ...• 

. " . ',. 
... ·"' ....... 

•, ·.: .. · ,·.· 
~ . . ·, 

<. 

. • : . 

' ' • ' • • ' ·,hI ~ ~ • ' ._ ' • ' ' I, ' ' ' .._ ' • • 

.Reor.ga,~i.z_atio!j. oi'f trsAt s ,l l-;lar · ~973' to' be qomplete 1 July 1973. puts ·CDCIA (comba t 
erits · Comniand:, : lnfarit~:. ·.Ag€lncy·, pack in the School as Office of Deputy Assistant Commanda 
at & T;rel<inir~· Deyelop~~nt {"D:A.C .,G·11D) · WHICH SEE . . 
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c 
Staff !;ur ... eon 6 - 0 June 1 66 Office f .caccmio ~'•ed.'i~l 

Aetivi;UJa, J. Ju,l.x 1968 • 9 Mar, 69;. S.taff Surieon, 10 Mar 69 ~~ Ofti-:e of 

Staff Operations, 1 Nov. 1972(3) Office of Medical Staff & Opera~iohs, School Staff, 

'73 (4) 

Colonel a. M.. Ball Cotobt?r 196' Oc:tober 196j 

Lt. Colonel D. w. PTatt NoYtUiibeT 196'5 UJ. ~at 1966 

Lt. Colonel o.~ B. Crose ~eptMber l9t>b 26 June 1)6f 

Lt . Q~lcnel J.U. t~n J o.ae-s 27 Ju:le l)t 7 }l Ju}¥ 1966 

Lt. Colon.,l Gerali ;J . Rose 1 Augu.st 1968 3 July 1970 (2) 

~. Colonel Richard B. Stolt~ 4 July 1970 

So~rces a (1) Reoren of USAIS, GOs, CAGE;(2) Secy files; (3) iaily Bulletin, 26 Oct 
;(4) Official, USAIS Historian , 18 Apr 1973 "begin l M r 1973 to be comple te l Jul 73" ; 

~ 
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Tactical 3~ ction/Dep:.::;r~mer. t , 1958 Com.r:~and & Staff De partment, 30 i~pril 1963 

Brit>ade ~ BAtt~lion Onera t ions Dep?.rtment, 1 l·~ay 1963 -

Lt. Colonel Nilo C. Carey 1920 1921 

Colonel Ephrai~ G. Payton 192'! 1922 

Lt. Colonel Fay 1,1. Bre..bson 1922. 1924 

Lt. 0olo::~.el Cha nning E. Delaplane 1924 1927 

Lt. Colonel J ohn R. Brevter 1927 1928 

Colonel Philip B . Peyton 1928 1929 

Lt. Colonel Ra l:Fh \o/. Kingman 1929 1930 

Lt. Colonel Joseph 1tl. Stih.rell 1930 1933 

Lt. Colonel Jaoes B. Woolnough 1933 1935 

Colonel Will iam B. Scott 1935 1938 

Lt.Cblonel Alvan c. Gillem 1938 1940 

Lt . Colonel Leonard T. Gei'\vO 1940 1940 

Lt. Colonel Wi llie.m H. Hobson 1940 1940 

Lt. Colonel Francis A. \-loolfley 1940 1941 

Colonel John C.1tlhitcomb 1941 1942 

Colonel Ja:nes H. Ho.-{/"" Ha en 1942 1942 

Colonel James D. Bender 1942 1943 

Colonel J~;iha.j{ :t-1 . Ferguson 1943 . 19~3 

Colonel C:..ifford Kershaw 1943 1945 

Colonel And.r?H T. Knight 1945 1945 

Colonel H R. Emery 1945 1945 

Com one 1 Arthur Champeby 1945 1945 

Colonel William Hones 1945 1945 

Cclonel Do~las Sugg 1945 (17) 1950 
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Tactic21 S~c~ion/Den~rtment ••• Bri gade & Battali6n Operatior.s Dept . 

Colonel Ar:nistead D. Head 

Colonel Robert G. Turner 

1 June 1950( 1) 

(11) September 1950 

Colone l Herbert Vander rleida 24 J une 1952 

Colonel John M. Lynch l June 1953 

Colonel Jo:::eph vi . Stihrell, Jr. 1 October 1953 

Colo'1el \<! illie.o H. Billings.: 

Colonel Rebert H. York 

Co lone 1 I'' r ank N . Izenour 

Colonel Mille.rd G. Bowen, Jr. 

Colonel Richard w. Keye$ 

Colonel 'v/illard E. Har!'ison 

Colonel John M. King 

Colonel \.Jillard E. Harrison 

Colonel Samuel W. Koster 

Colonel Hovrard B. St. Clair 

Colonel James 0 . Jones 

Colonel Johnson G. Lemmon 

Colonel Si dney M. Marka 

Colenel Clauae M. McQuarrie 

Colonel George E. Wear 

Colonel Robert N. McKi nnon 

Colonel Lawrence L. Mower,y 

12 October 1955 (6) 

16 October 1956 

25 April 1957 

1 June 1959 

J}' September 1960 ( 10) 

10 June 1961 

1 August 1961 ( 12) 

25 September 1961 

1 November 1961 

1 July 196:; 

6 Janu~ry 1965 (16) 

17 June 1966 

7 September 1967 

1 May 1968 ( 18 )' 

2 October 1968 

19 June 1969 (20) 

21 October 1969 

(lO)SeptembP.r 1950 (2) 

23 June 1952 ( 3) 

31 May 195 3 

30 September 1953 (4) 

11 October 1955(5) 

15 October 1956 ( 7) 

24 April ,1957 (8) 

31 l'1ay 1959 

1 ~eptember 1960 (9) 

9 June 1961 ( 11) 

31 July 1961 

24 September 1961 (13) 

31 Octobe!' 1961 

30 June 1963 

5 Janua ry 1965 

16 June 1966 

1 September 1967 (14) 

30 April 1968 (18} 

1 October 1968 (19) 

6 June 1969 

20 October 1969 (21) 
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Tactical Section/Department ... " Brigade & Batta lion Operations Dent . 

' ,, 

REFb;h.ENCES: (General- Genera l Urd.ers, USAIS; Infan ,;ry; Orgn .Directorie~, UStl.IC &. 
U;)AIS; v/~ekly Dir ectives; Bayonets •· 
( 1) Bayonet, June l, 1950, p. 3; (2) Bayonet , A1.4g 10, 1950, p .9; (3) Bayonet, 
June 19, 1952 , p . ll; (4) Bayonet, CJ,..t 1, 1953, p.1 ;(5) B~yonet, Sept 29, 1~1 55 , u 
22;(6) Bayonet, Oct 13, 1955, p.10;(7) Bayonet, Oct 18, 1956,p .2;(8) Bayonet, ~ 
Apr 25, 1957, p .15;(9) Bayonet, Sep 2, 1960, P·39; (10) Bayonet, Sep 30 . 1960,pp1; 
(11) BaYonet,16 Jur.e 1961, p.1 ( 12) Bayonet, A~ 1), 1961,p.l. (( 13) Bayonet,:::>ep 
29, 1961, p.2 (14) v/eek1y directive, 14 ~ep 6?; (15) BaYonet, Jttn 17, 1966 , p .1 
(16) Bayonet, Jan 6, 1965 , p.l. (17) UD 7 .u 22-A dU -Prog.-Inf Conf, J une l946, 
P• 1 ( 18) BaYonet, May 10, 1968, p.10J ( 19) Bayonet, Oct. 11, 1968, p. 14; 

(20) We~1y D±r.2_6 Jun 69; (21) Verified in ~ecy Off. files;; 
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Tank Corps , October 1920 ;Tank School, February 1924 ; Tank Section, 

June 1932 ; Automotive Group, August 1940 ; Automotive Section, September 
1941 ; Automotive Department, May 1948 ; Ground Mobility Department, 11arch 

1957 ; Mobili]Y Department, April 1963 ; Ground Mobility Department, 
October 1967 ; Command Maintenance Dept, 1 April 1970 -

Brig. General Samuel D. Rockenbach, Chief of the Tank Corps., 1 October 1920 -
10 February 1924 

Colonel Oliver s. Eskridge , Commandant, Tank SchoQl, 11 February 1924 -
31 August 1924 

Brig. General George s. Simond~, Commandant, Tank Schoal, 1 Septembor 1924 -
4 Je.nua.ry 1925 

Brig. General James K. Parsons, Commandant, Tank School, 5 January 1925 -
30 September 1925 

Colonel Claude H. Miller, Commandant, Tank School, 1 October 1925 -
2 August 1927 

Colonel Oliver Se Eskri dge, Commandant, Tank School, 3 August 1927 -
1 April 1929 

Brig. General Jameo K. Parsons, Commandant, Tank School, 15 May 1929 -
30 September 1930 

Colonel Henry L. Cooper, Commandant, Tank School, 1 October 1930 -
11 June 1932. 

Colonel William Bo Wallace, Chief of TD.nk Section 11 12 June 1932 -
15 Mc.y 1934 

Colonel Andrew D. Chaffinp Chief of Tank Section, 1 August 1934 • 
4 .!pril 19 3.6 

Colonel Phillip B. Peyton, Chief of Tank Section, 1 April 1936 -
31 October 1936 

Lt. Colonel Eugene H o ?:-dos, C. .:...::f of Tank Section, 31 October 1936 -
2 January 19:5 '1 

Lt. Colonel L:.r.c....::~y i-1cD~ .::: · ·. 
·-'1 :; ..l.r.t'! 19~0 

u·"' ' . : :.k Section, 3 January 1938 -
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Ground Mobil ity Department; Command Maintenance Pept, 1 Apr 1910-

Col Gne l Vernon I Evanc, Chief~ Autoootive Group~ 1 Auguat 1940-
23 September 1941 

Colonel C Eo Ryan, Chief, ~utonotive Section, 24 September 1941-
26 February 1943 

ColE>nel Elliot \vatkino:11 Chief 9 Automotive Section 9 27 February 1943 -
8 September 1943 

Colonel L0o A. Beeaett~, Chief, Aut~otive Secti on, 15 September 1943 -
21 November 1944 

Colonel Geor5e M. Dsvi s, Chief, Automotive Section, 2'3 February 1945(8) -
31 May 1948 

Lt. Colonel John T. Ewi~, Director, Automotive Department 11 31 ¥~y 1948 -
1 Auguot 1950 (9) 

Colonel Perry D. ~Windler, Director, Automotive Department, 16 June 1950 -
14 Auguot 1951 ( 7) 

Colene l Donald A ... Zcf.·~ar"n? Dii·ect or, Autoco J"ive Department, 15 August 1951 ( 7) 
30 Auguot 19)~ 

Colone l Ea.d:J C., E:ard.a\'1ay~ Director, Lt .t.,:n.::-..iv\.. :.~pari:iment, 30 Au.guet 1952 -
10 Septeu~er 1953 

Colone l Robert E. Holman, Director, Automotive Dapartm~m;~ 25 September 1953 -
1 July 1956 

Colone l Melvin c. Brown9 Director, Ground Mobilit.1 Departme~t, 20 AUZUDt 1956 -
2 June 1957 

Colonel Norman B .. Ed,.;arda, Director~ Ground Mobility Department, 30 August 1957 
2 March 1958 

Colone l John J ~ P.:~.vick, Direotor9 Ground Itlobili ty Derartment? 3 March 1958 -
1 Augur;t 1958 ( 1) 

Colonel Jame!:l F • .r:aboro 9 Di::cector, G!'".OU."'l1. .·-..-t:..li ty Dap:trtment,l ~~ot 1958 -
11 September 1958 (2) 

C ... loL_, ;. Paul To Clifford., Director, Groun.d Mobility DeP=lrtmenr, 12 Septecber 
1958 - 13 June 1962 (4) 
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Ground Hobi lity Department; Command Maintenance Dept, 1 Apr 1970-

Colone l ~wrence s. Reynolds, Director, Mobi lity Department 9 11 July 1962(5) 
20 June 1963 

Lt. Colonel Vernon Mergler, Director, Mobility Department, 20 June 1963 -
1 November 196 3 

CQlone l Vern L. J aseph, Director, Msbi1ity Department, 1 November 1963 -
10 Auguet 1964 

Colonel Earl C. Acuff , Director, Mabilit,y Depa.rtment, 10 Au.gust 1964 -
19 May 1965 

Colone l J oseph E. Jenkino, Director, Hobility Department, 19 ~lay 1965 -
31 October 1965 

Colonel Fred 0. Jacksonr. Director, Hvbili ty D<!!partmt:£1 1 November 1963 (6) -
30 July 1967 \ .., ) 

Colonel Ernest .... ~--v~t» .)i~\., .::to::,·\1 Gr o:.u-:C: :•lability Dop~..:·.,..J.cntp 17 July 1967 -
5 De ce_bt. r 1967 

Colone l Rex R .. ;.:t.:.;e 9 Director, Ground Hobili ty Department9 6 Jecember 1967 -

30 April 1968 (10) (10) 

Colenel Denali. F. Barracb~, Director, GrQuni. ~bili ty Department, 1 May 1968 
1 August 1969 (11} 

Colonel lawrence L. Mower,y, Director of Ground Mobility Department, 2 August 69 
-1.9 October 1969 ~ 12) 

Lt. Colonel Charles E. Pritchard, Director, Ground Mobility Rept., 20 Oct. 69-
-5 January 1970( 13) 

Colonel Leonard R. DaemE; , Jr., Director, Ground Mobility Dept, 6 January 1970-

- 14 January 1973 (14) 
Colonel Thomas Fitzpatrick, Director, Command I~intenance Dept, 15 January 1973 
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Ground Mebility Department, Command Maintenance Dept, 1 A~r 1970 

( Tr . .:: :.:ro~ pictures & captiono at Gd. l1obg Dept, cor:: ·L-~i~eci as below:) 
REFEBSNCES : (General- GO'o, U&~IS, Infantry; Or«n Dire~·u~ -~ , U~~IC & USAIS; 
(1) Bayon~t, Aut; 1, 1958, po3 ; (2 ) Bayonet, Sep 25 9 19"~"', J •• (3) \<Jeek1y Dir., 
11 AU$ 1967 ; (4} Bayonet , June 15 9 1962 9 Po 3; (5). Bay •.. ·! .: 20 . 1962, p.1; 
(6) Bayonet, Novo 12, 1965, po9 (7) Bayonet, Sep. 20 , 19)-, ~· ll; (8) UD 7 
.U 22-A dU Proem. Inf. Conf, June 46, p.l (9) Bayonet, Apr i), 1950, P•3• 
(10) B~onet, May 10, 1968, ,.10(11) Assi!nment of Incoming Colonels, 17 Ju1 69 

(12,13) Verifiec, ~ecy Office files; 
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. Command Maintenance Department 

URCES (Cont 1 d) (14) Official, USAIS Historian, 18 Apr 73 ("begin l Mar 1973 to be com
July 1973 & Field Grade Officers Rosmer, 15 Jan 73; 
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SectionfD8p~rtcent Chiefs, (Cont'd) 

Training Li tero t11:ce & Visual Aids- ~oc/D,! nt; Publ1.c::J.tions 
~ditori~l & Picto~i~l Office• 0 0ffice of Advanced Studies 

JJises~au:ii.1:1..-:.en t of OJ.S 26 0c t. 63) 

Colonel H P Perrine 
Colonel Sterling A. 'vlood 
Colonel Hendell L.Clemenson 
Colonel '!Jayne P. A'rcher 
Colonel Rarr.y s. Wilbur 
Coionel Charles E .• :ecc.uch2.np 
Lt. Colonel Eric P. ~~oo 
.~,tt Colonol 1!.: .• E. ficCormick 
Colonel John H. Childs 
Lt. Colonel Arlo v. Mitchell 
Colonel ~:n . J. Boyle 
Colonel r;:-.oodore C. Hz. Uu:is 
Colonel Harold H. Smith 
Lt. Colonel Gustav~J H. We i.L:lann 
Colonel Co So Peters 
Colonel Franci s Bradley 
Colonel Ja::res H. ·.Huyes 
Colonel Th~odore Leo~rd 

.. 

July 1939- July 1940 
July 1940 - August 1942 

1942 - 1944 

8 Feb. 1946 - 1 July 1946 
July 1946 - January 1948 
J~nuary 1948 - Auguot 1949 
August 1949- June 1951 
June 1951 - October 1953 
October 1953 - April 1955 
April 1955- July 1~5. 1956 
July 1956 - Januar,y 1957 
February 1957- June .1957 
Sept. 1957 -Dec. 1957· 
January 1958 - July 1958 
August 1958 - June ,1959 
'July 1959 - l·~y 1960 
June 1960 - July 1961 
A~.c-uzt 1961- Augus t 1961 
~ugust 1961 - Deco 196lo 
Dec. 1961- Y~y 1962 . 

Lt. Colonol Harold K. Slater 
Colonel Lavrence So Reynolds 
Colo~el J~ck Go CoT.nett · 
Lt. Colonel Harold K. Slatar 
Colonel Ho'.-1ard B. ·st Clair 

1 J~~ 62(acting) - Ootob3r 1962 . 
(5) Oct~ · 1962 - (26) Maxoh 1963 

~ Colonel Vern L. Joseuh 
(Depar twent Disest;blished 

- ::..-:-..:...:..:.: __ _ 

26 Oct. 

.. _ _-:._. .. -

.... -~---·-·--··_,; __ ::. 

.... . - .: =--=----

29 11arch 1963 -
63) 

, . 

Oct. · 63 

• I 

.. • 0 • . . 

• • • I 

. ·. 

. ; 

' .: f 

. A 
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Colonel Je~es M. Graham 

Colonel William M. Fassett 

Colonel G S. ':! i lliams 

Hajor G R. Hicks 

Colonel Jo~~ H. Van Vliet 

Colonel Albert S. Peake 

Colonel R ':1. Kingman 

Najar Omar N. Bradley 

Colonel Charles H. Bonesteel 

Lt. Colonel Alvin c. Gillem 

Colonel D S. \oJils ot). 

Color.el \·l c-t.co,.tE P. ~/al tz 

Colonel Frank Wa~d 

Colonel Raymond C. Hamilton 

Colonel J ames F. ~train 

Co:!onel Grady D. Epps-

Colo~el Cta~les H. Coa tes 

Colonel 3urton L. Lucas 

Colonel Raymond C. Hamilton 

Colonel George A. Hillener 

Colonel Thomas Mifflin 

Colonel CP2r1cs F. Leonard 

Colonel WiJliam E. H~rrison 

ColonP-1 Samuel T. McDowell 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1924 

1926 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1934 

1936 

1933 

1940 

1942 

1942 

1943 

1945 

1945 

1945yc) 

1948 

( 

1 August 1950 (~) 

1 June 1953( 3) 

25 October 1954( 3) 

$.{'673 1957 

2 Hay 1957 (4) 

1921 

1922 

1924 

192§ 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1934 

1936 

.• 1938 

1940 

1942 

19~2 

1943 ' 

Janur.~ 1945( 1) 

1945 

1945 

1948 

~0 July 1950 

31 Hay 1953 

24 October 1954 

31 Au.._.mst 1961 

' , , .. 

1957 

1957 
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Wea~o~sSecticn/Jenart~ent 

Co lone 1 Raymond B. i'iarlin 

Colonel Robert A. Guenthner 

Colonel Lawrence s . Reynolds 

Colonel Hilham L. Koob, Jr. 

Colonel Bob E. Ed'vrards 

Colonel 1:lilliam L. Koob, Jr. 
Cot t!Aic 1- PoAJ//l o F .B~L A U~<lt;/7' 

Colonel J oel M. Hollis 

Colonel John Carley 

Colonel ~act L. Conn 

Colonel Michael Kovals~ 

1 September 1961 (5) 

4 March 1963(9) 

20 July 1963 (8) 

2 July 1964(Acting) 

2 October 1964 

1 October 1965 
2.5' Jut.-y (.1 (1/cTlLlt;) 

7 P.ugust 1967 

Jo _k..(J 4~-uv i) ~ 7 (tr) 

31 October 1969 

20 May 1972 

3 Earch 1963 ( 7) 

/9 June 1963 

1 July 1964 

1 October 1964 

15 September 1965 
z4-
g.( July 1967 
e:£ a; q - 11 /Jvt; £7 
q ~~~ rq,, 

30 October 1969(1~) 

20 May 1972(13) 

,, 

REFSRErSBS~ (GenPral-G~neral Orders, USAIS ; Infantry; Orgn Directo~ies, US 
AIC & US.AIS; Bayonets, Weekly Directives 
(1) Bayonet, Aug 16 , 1945, p .lO; (2)Bayonet, May 14, 1953, p .9;(3) Bayonet, 
Oct . 21, 1954, p.ll;(4) Bayonet , May 2, 1957, p . 21; 05) Bayonet, Sep 9 sl961, 
p.l(6) Heek1y Directive, 16 .Au~ 1967; (7) Bayonet, Mar 8, 1963, p .l; (8) 
Bayonet, Ju1 26, 1963, p . l; (9 ; Bayonet , .i11ar 29, 1963, P· 34 • 
(!~ (-\1.'1L\1-~~f\ J_,~ h 4' 1 n '~ A .. 1 J~ p/ ~II\ LJ~ )W 
\<bW ,t,c.t, (12) Verified in ~.ecy Off. files; (13) Note from Historian, 

Secy Off, 2a Nov 72; 
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cmCULAR} 
No. 93 

WAR DEPARTMI!:iT 
WABHING'rON 25, D. C. 1 29 March 1946 

Effective until 29 September 1947 unless sooner rescinded or superseded 

UNOFFICIAL UNIT HISTORIES 

l. PURPOSE. The purpose of this circular is to axtabliah a uniform 
proced)ll'e for registering all pul>liahed unit hiatori.ea or na1rati-rea 
of operations 1n World War II and to set forth the requiramenta of the 
War Department governing their publication. 

2. BACKnROllND. Thousands of inquiri.ea are baing reoeived by The 
Ad,jlltant General. • a Office and other War Department agenciaa concerning · 
such histories. Furthermore, a great ID8IlY surplus copies of completed 
publications are being delivered to the War Department, often after 
subscription lists have been campllPCl within the unit and compJ.etPCl 
histories only parti.ally auppliPCl to the subscribers. 

3. _UNOFFICIAL UNIT .HisTORIES -- DEFINITIONo. The term "unoffici.al 
unit history" applies to all material prepared by a unit for ita members 
as a memento of their services 1n the war, and not f:1Danced by Govern
ment f'lmda. 

4. CONDITIONS OF PUBLICATION- The War Department deairea to en
courage the publicati.on of such hiatortea. However, such publications-

a. Will not be considered a part of the official War Department 
histortcal program. 

b. Mllat be approved prior to pllblication. by the appropriate Army 
public relAtions representative when material originates from Army 
agencies. 

c. Will not be considered official p!lblications of the War Depart
ment, nor will the War Department assume responsibility for their 
distribution. · 

d. Will be financed subJect to the provisions of AR 210-50. 
5. USE OF RECORDS. Private collection or other alienation of rec

ords of the Federal. Government, including historical data prepared by 
or for U. S. militar,y agencies is a violAtion of existing federal stat
utes and Army RegulAtions. (Act of 7 July 1943 (57 Stat. 380; 44 u.s.e., 
Sup. III, 366-380); Public I.aw ll5--78th Cong. J sec. IV, WD Bill. 14, 
1943; AR 15-15 and AR 380- 5 ). 

6. REPORT AND COPIES ~. a. All oraamr.ations which have al
ready published and distributed unit histories, or are preparing unit 
histories for future publication and distri.bllt~on, and former commanders 
or other personnel of any organization nov inactiTe having knowledge af 
a unit history published and distri.buted, will furnish the War Depart
ment with a written report giTing the following 1Dformation: 

(1) Designation of the unit or organization. 
(2) Title of the publication. 
(3) Name and address of- publisher. 
(4) Name and address of publishing cCllllp8Dy1 :l.ndividual or 

organizati9D- from wham copies may be obtained. 
(5) Date of contemplAted publication, if not already Pllbliehed. 
(6) Sale price of the ·publication, if applicable. 
(7) Number of copies published. 
(8) Name and address of historian or othtn" respoMible officer 

to wham :rurther inquiry may be directed if necessary. 
(9) Method by which project vas financed-

(a) By unit nonappropri.ated funds . · 
(b) By subscription. 
@ Other. 
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(10) other partillant information of value to the 'War Departmant 
1n mak:l..ng reply to inquiries. 

b. In addition to the above report, orsanizationa will f'urn1sh the 
'War Departmant with three copies of each unofficial published. history 
ror permanant rue. 

c. All reports and copies of unotricial unit histories within the 
prOvisions of this circular will be addressed. to Historical Records 
Section, War Department Records Branch, NJO, which is desigl'lated. as the 
central records depository ror such documents. 

7. PERSONNEL LISI'S. Many requests are being received. by the War De
partment ror rostars or lists or members or rormar members of various 
units, tog~her with the present ad4ress af the members or rormer mem
bers or that or their next af kin, ror use 1n connection with the 
preparation or distribution or unit histories or narrat ives of operations. 
All of these requests are being denied. and there is no foreseeable date 
when it will be practicable for the War Departmant to fUrnish such 
rosters or lists. It is suegested., therefore, that all unit s engaged 
or to be engaged 1n the preparation of unit histories or narratives of 
operations prepare rosters from their own rocard sources prior to -
publications and distribution. 

(AG 314.7 (25 Feb 46)) 

BY ORD:ER OF THE SECREI'ARY OF WAR: 

OFFICIAL: 
EDWARD F . WITSELL 
MaJor General 
The AdJutant General 

IWIGHI' D. EISENHClWlR 
Chief of Staff 

A TL ANT A AG D t f' O T, ! O l , •. 1 • • • • I. , 0 00 



6 December 1945 

Continuation of call to Colonel Gree~e 

Colonel Kron: Have you started revising the lnfantry ·Scbool history? 

Colonel Greene :No, I h&.ve been too busy on other deals, but 1 believe "Xe can 
start in about one and a half, or tto months . I think the 
history needs a considerable bit of addition froa so~boQ7 who 
is fully familiar ,fith Denning - someone like yourself, Bone- · 
steel, and other old-timers. 'Y second point is that the book 
would sell a lot better if e aited until a complete list of 
reserve officers can be made up to mail the~ to. I don't think 
e should try to get it out no~ just because the school might 

feel it is important to try to get it out no~. It iould be 
better ·for circulation to tait several months. Anynay, it ~ill 
probably be next summer or fall before I can issue it, s I 
can't get to it for ~vt~~r month or so. I have n lot of notes 
but it needs quite a lot of rewriting and additions. It must 
be aone by somebody who kno~s Benning. 

Colonel Kron: I feel that a compact pamphlet giving the history of the sc ool, 

~ol. J.reene: 

Col. &ron: 

Col. 1reene: 

Col . Kron: 

nich could be sold inexpensively, or given away, ould do 
more to further the c use of the Inf ntry in1 thc United States, 
and The Inf~try Schoo~ than any other· thing that I c~~ think 
of. I sent you a letter this morning with some additional 
comments by General 0 1Daniel. 

You expect you can get started inside or two months? 

I t ~nk so. One z:.oint is the distribution. 
wait, the better the distribution will be. 
gc~ c~rculation. 

The longer we 
I hope to get a 

One thing e can do is to ct it in the hands or those going 
through the school at the present time. e have an OC class 
or 200 reporting every month, and a ne\f class o! 4CO officers 
starting the first of the you- and, in addition, e have all 
of our enlisted classes. 1e should start ~ublicizing the 
school by means of the book just as soon as we cc.n reasonably 
do it . · 

,e could do this. 
pr.:"lting . 

Publish now and revise it on the second 

I don't believe that is a good ideu---lot's get out a good 
book---if you can get started on it inside of two months it 
will be O.K. 

1 . ILK . 



dant In reference to Colonel Greene's letter of 18 March 1946, 
on which you have asked me to comment; I am in full accord with 
Colonel Greene on his recommendation. In addition to concur
ring with his views that the sales of a "souvenir book" would 
interfere somewhat with sales of The Infantry School History, 

GNRID-(K) 
22 Mar 46 

I would like to emphasi ze the fact that we should strive for a 
wide distribution and to do this we must keep costs down---
this, we can't do if a "souvenir" or "yearbook" is published at 
about the same time. I believe we can get large enough distri
bution to enable us to sell the book for approximately $1.00---
the type of book I have in mind is one that is normally sold by a 
civilian agency for from five to ten. dollars. 

I believe The Infantry School History should be first priority, 
and that the publication of a "souvenir book" should not be con
sidered until after publication and initial sale has been accom
plished. Then, if it seems advisable, some "souvenir book" might 
be attempted depending on the situation existing at that time. 

I .. e..commend that Colonel Greene be urged to proceed with the 
revising of The Infantry School History as rapidly as possible 
and that any help we can give him, through pictures, further 
information, etc., be placed at his disposal as he ·may request it. 

~~h~ Infantry School History would also tend to publicize 
the Infantry I believe that Joe Greene and The Infantry Journal 
could be persuaded to use some of the Journ~l's surplus to assist 
in making the book available at a low price. A part of the surplus of 
the Book Department fund might well be used for this purpose. 

P.H.K . 

'-



Colonel Joseph I. Greene 
Editor, Infantry Journal 
Infantry Building 
1115 17th Street, NN 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Colonel Greene: 

28 March 1-946 

Thanks very much for your letter of March 18th. 
I heartily agree with you concerning your recommendations about a 
college aru1ual type book, and would like to have a real history of 
The Infantry School prepared and published, and I think you are the 
man to do it. Therefore, your reference to the preparation of a 
new outline, showing the additions, alterations, and cuts using the 
present draft of the book as a basis, I believe, is sound. I urge 
that you do get to this at once so that we can turn out a history 
of the school that will be a credit to all the Infantry. 

I have talked to Phil Kron about the matter , 
and he is in agreement with this. Infact, he urges it wholeheartedly 
and feels that we should try to ge t out a book at a very reasonable 
price, perhaps between $1 and $2, even though the Infantry Association 
surplus might have to be tapped to make sueh a price possible . 

Please let me know your reaction to this. 

:vith kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

JOHN 1.'1 . 0 I DANIEL 
Major General, U. S. Army 
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